Montague Twp. School District Preschool Program
Frequently Asked Questions

Is there a cost or tuition for the preschool program?
No, Montague Township School District offers free public preschool for all 3 and
4-year-old children who reside in Montague Township.

When may a child enroll?
Children must be 3 years old on or before October 1st of the current school year to
register for preschool.

Can a 5-year-old qualify?

The child must be 3 or 4 before October 1st of the current school year. If a child turns 5
before October 1st, they are not eligible for preschool and would be considered
Kindergarten age.

How does Montague afford to offer free preschool to all 3 and 4-year-olds?
The preschool expansion funding is provided by the state of New Jersey with no
anticipated expiration date.

When does the program operate?

The preschool program operates from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and follows the
elementary school calendar, including holidays and early dismissal days. We do not
offer a part-time program.

Is there transportation for preschool students?

Yes, all preschool students are offered transportation. Please let the transportation
department or the Director of Early Childhood Education know if you would like to
participate.

Does the program provide before and after care services?
Healthy Kids provides a before-and-after care program at Montague Township School.

Please contact their registration team (njregistration@healthykidsprograms.com /
845-330-0200) for additional information.
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What early childhood curriculum does the preschool program use?

The preschool program uses The Creative Curriculum, a comprehensive,
research-based curriculum that is aligned with the New Jersey Teaching and Learning
Standards, which emphasizes exploration and discovery as key components of
learning. This approach supports children’s development of confidence, creativity, and
critical thinking skills that lay the foundation for lifelong learning.

Do the Montague Township preschool and local daycares have the same
expectations for children?

No. Montague Township preschool provides a structured educational program with
developmentally appropriate, age-based expectations. Students are expected to
attend daily.

Who teaches the preschool classes, and what other staff are assigned?

Classes are taught by a certified teacher. All classes have an additional support staff
member assigned. A Preschool Instructional Coach is on staff to offer expertise in the
area of preschool students, and a Director of Early Childhood Education oversees the
program.

What is the typical class size?
The maximum size for each preschool classroom is 15 students. Both 3 and 4-year-old
students will be placed in classes together.

Does my child have to be potty-trained?

No. Children are not required to be potty-trained before enroliment. Bathrooms are
available in each classroom. Staff will work collaboratively with families to support each
child’s toileting progress.

Is there a nap time?
Yes, rest time is offered daily for one hour.

My child has an IEP. Is he/she included in the lottery if one exists?

Children with special needs/IEPs do not participate in the lottery if one exists. As per
NJDOE administrative code, your child will automatically have a seat in our preschool
program and receive any related services specified in his/her IEP.



