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Philosophy

Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic
competence, patriotism, and the values of our American heritage. A well- articulated K-8 Social
Studies program should include a coordinated, systematic study of civics, U.S. and World History,
economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present.

Our vision as educators is to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods, and
varied assessment. This will include research- based strategies and teacher- designed classroom
activities fostering critical thinking. Our democratic society is one of continuity and change,
diversity and commonality, adversity and opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable,
thoughtful, and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote the common good and

increase the general welfare of its citizens.



Social Studies Practices

Practice Description
Developing Developing insightful questions and planning effective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of
Questions and | different questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing real world
Planning issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding
Inquiry of the past, present and future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of
individuals, groups, and societies.
Gathering and | Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and
Evaluating perspectives are the core of inquiry. Effective practice requires evaluating the credibility of primary
Sources and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of
information, and corroborating evidence across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and
interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the
world.
Seeking Making sense of research findings requires thinking about what information is included, whether
Diverse the information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the need to
Perspectives complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives
builds understanding about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring
diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people;
quantitative and qualitative information provides insights into specific people, places, and events, as
well as national, regional, and global trends.
Developing Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information,
Claims and self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions
Using based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on
Evidence factual evidence, valid reasoning, and a respect for human rights.
Presenting Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for
Arguments and | clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid
Explanations reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing findings
and engaging in civil discussion with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking
critically about conclusions and continued inquiry.
Engaging in Assessing and refining conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative
Civil Discourse | discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital
and Critiquing | part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and
Conclusions critiquing claims by analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and
understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork for seeking consensus.
Taking After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about
Informed possible actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires citizens to
Action practice discussion, negotiation, coalition- seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. When

appropriate, taking informed action involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed
to solve problems and create positive change.




Standards in Action

The regional districts believe in offering an interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning
because students are able to make connections and relationships by bringing together separate
content disciplines, skills and knowledge around common themes, issues, or problems. The NJ
Department of Education mandates the following be identified as areas of study beneficial to

integration into all grade levels and content areas.

Please click the hyperlink for further information on each area:

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

Climate Change Education
Contributions of Disabled and I.GBT Individuals

Holocaust Education

Amistad Commission

Social and Emotional I.earning
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Asian American Pacific Islander

Types of Assessments

Students will be assessed across the units and year in a variety of ways. The link below indicates
resources for developing assessments and general examples of assessments that teachers may utilize
across all of the content areas.

Formative, Summative, Alternative, and Benchmark Assessment



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dL7WMl329LHB2-AnnBqiUFDybl9rxCljsrty9XcGH_w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K_nmSpSDdq1fQt0dVA_czjrW8gqUrV19mOShwlSOoGQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ACzNC3jC19aSaVVLnvDUXaCpKVkEK3BXk7CvfDfvp_k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/174uzG47H7iMpLf-poH8y1puFrjJcyHf1VauVr8G4dUs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jpoxCNHNkO92LlnF9SYE5PVKOdnUVrE9IH5R_5__yh8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M5tyww4wGziIphGQ05McWydxgf_JIPibxwoGmY33eGU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaZ-sC1t8-d5JDxo2MoK6NfXdiFm9Gq1dgaRA-_xTMQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NwL8a_6164xA2hhn4ZLNQVQX6dGXmNpBRrNSpa9WQr8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fJ-J6Kbgw_ml8ijfqf3WNn-WznPaCuMJQ4BY0OE9dgo/edit?usp=sharing

All Grades Units of Instruction

Unit Title K — 4 Geography and Map Skills

Transfer Goal: Students will be increasingly able to independently use their learning to. ..
e To identify with the world in spatial terms, and be able to identify and use basic map and geography skills.

Rationale CPDI’s
Content Statement Students will be able to . . .

To read and apply map skills helps us Read and Apply Map/Globe Skills
to understand geographical and spatial
relationships. 5 Parts to a Map

® Map key and symbols
Scale (identify and use)

To read anc} apply map skills develo.ps Map title
understanding and enables these skills to ) ) ) . .

] > Compass rose (cardinal and intermediate directions
be integrated into all content areas.

Inset maps

Map grids
Create a map
Identify seven continents and five oceans

Identify the four hemispheres equator, prime meridian lines of latitude (parallels) and longitude (meridians)

United States Map Skills: 50 states, Major Rivers, Natural Boundaries, Regions, National Boundaries

Essential Questions Enduring Understanding
Students will keep considering. .. Students will understand that ...




How do map skills help us to understand geographical and spatial
relationships?

Map skills help us recognize the many characteristics and features of the

world.

Grade K
1. How do you identify land and water on a map ot/and globe?

Grade K
1. Land and water ate identified by color on a map/globe.

Grade 1
1. How do you read a map/globe (compass rose, cardinal directions,
simple map key, symbols)? How do you apply map/globe skills?
(compass rose, cardinal directions, simple map key, symbols)
2. How do you make a map? (title, key, compass rose)
3. What are the seven continents and five oceans? And where ore

Grade 1
1. A map has parts that help us read and use a map.
2. A map is made of parts (title, key, compass rose)
3. Identify the seven continents and the 5 oceans on a map/globe
4. Identify the United States map/globe. Identify New Jersey on a map.

they on a map/globe?
4. Where is the United States on a map? Where is New Jersey on a
map?
Grade 2 Grade 2

1. How do you read a map/globe (compass rose, cardinal directions,
simple map key, symbols, scale, and map grids)? How do you
apply map/globe skills? (compass rose, cardinal directions, simple
map key, symbols, map grids)

2. How do you make a map that demonstrates spatial awareness?
(title, key, compass rose, map grids)

3. Where is the United States on a map? Where is New Jersey on a
map? Where is Sussex County? Where is my town?

1. A map has parts that help us read and use a map. (title, key,
compass rose, scale, map grids)

2. A map is made of parts and recognizes size and distance (title, key,
compass rose, map grids.

3. Locate and label the United States on a map/globe. Locate and
label New Jersey on a map. Locate and label Sussex County on a
map. Locate and label my town on a map.




Grade 3 Grade 3

1. How do you read a map/globe (compass rose, cardinal and 1. A map has parts that help us read and use a map. (title, key, compass
intermediate directions, map key, symbols, scale, map grids and inset rose, scale, inset map, map grids, cardinal and intermediate
maps)? directions)

2. How do you apply map/globe skills? (Compass rose, cardinal 2. A map is made of parts and recognizes size and distance (title, key,
directions, cardinal intermediate directions, map key, symbols, scale, compass rose, map key, scale, map grids, cardinal and intermediate
and inset maps)? How do you make a map that demonstrates spatial directions)
awareness? (title, compass rose, map key, scale) 3. The earth is made up of four hemispheres defined by the prime

3. Why are the four hemispheres important in identifying the meridian and the equator.
continents and oceans? 4. Locate and identify the prime meridian and equator on a

4. How do we identify the four hemispheres? (equator and prime globe/map. Locate and identify the four hemispheres on a
meridian) map/globe. Identify where the continents and oceans lie in relation

to the four hemispheres.
Grade 4 Grade 4

1. How do you read a complex map/globe (compass rose, cardinal 1. A complex map has multiple symbols and a variety of features
directions, cardinal and intermediate directions, map key, symbols, 2. A complex map has multiple symbols and a variety of features to
scale, and inset maps)? apply and understand. A complex map is made of multiple symbols

2. How do you make a complex map that demonstrates complex and various features and explains location and spatial relationships.
spatial awareness? (title, compass rose, map key, scale) 3. Continents and oceans show relationships in terms of: absolute and

3. How do the continents and oceans show relationship to relative location, equator and prime meridian, lines of latitude and
coordinates (absolute and relative location, equator and prime longitude.
meridian, lines of latitude and longitude) 4. Geographers use absolute and relative location, equator and prime

4. Why do geographers use absolute and relative location, equator meridian, and lines of latitude and longitude to identify various
and prime meridian, and lines of latitude and longitude? places on the earth.

5. How is New Jersey divided geographically and politically 5. New Jersey is divided into regions and counties using natural

6. How does New Jersey compare in relationship to other US States boundaries and/or state boundaties.
using various types of map? 6. Maps can illustrate how New Jersey compares to other states:

culturally, economically, geographically, and historically.




Unit Title K- 2 Civic Mindedness

Pacing: on-going

Unit Description/Overview/Expectation:

By the end of first grade, students will be able to engage in discussions effectively and work with others to make decisions by bringing awareness to
local issues and making recommendations for change. Students will also be able to contribute to making others feel accepted by explaining and
demonstrating tolerance, fairness and respect for all individuals.

Interdisciplinary Connections

ELA

KINDERGARTEN

Speaking & Listening

SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups.

SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.

SL.K.4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.

SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Language
L.K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.

GRADE 1

Speaking & Listening

SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood.
SL.1.4 Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings cleatly.

SL.1.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.

Language
L.1.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring
conjunctions to signal simple relationships.

GRADE 2
Speaking & Listening




SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen
understanding,

SL.2.4 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.

SL.2.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.

Language
L.2.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and
adverbs to describe.

Benchmark
Linkit
TCI Unit Pre Tests

Formative Assessments

TCI Lesson Assessments

Community Cleanup Vocabulary Game
Cosmic Squares Lesson Review Game

Summative Assessment
Dependent upon civics project

Alternate Assessments
Create support for the civics project in form of presentation

Materials and Resources: (all of the resources/materials/links/outside resources/guest speakers/programs)
Scholastic News

Lesson Plan: SS Lesson-NewYork 1 GlobalCitizen.pdf

Hey Wall: A Story of Art and Community by Susan Verde

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de 1a Pena

Maybe Something Beantiful by F. Isabel Campoy and Theresa Howell
A Hat for Mrs. Goldman by Michelle Edwards

What If Everybody Did That by Ellen Javernick

You Must Bring a Hat by Simon Philip and Kate Hindley

Rules of the House by Mac Barnett and Matt Myers

Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann



https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/416/games/7?lesson_id=3561
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/416/lessons/3561/challenge
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1L2AxuqPKgtlJ9TvibAZmI0RlwF4I0sDV

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills
WRK.K-12.P.1 Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.

WRK.K-12.Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.

WRK.K-12.P4 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

WRK.K-12.P.5 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
WRK.K-12.P.6 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.

WRK.K-12.P.8 Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate effectively.
WRK.K-12.P.9 Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

2026 Grades K2 Career Readiness, Life Literacies & Key Skills

Civic & Social Responsibility / Collaboration

9.1.2.CR.1 Describe the roles and responsibilities people have at home, at school, and in the community.
9.1.2.CR.2 List ways to show respect for people, property, and the environment.

9.1.2.CR.3 Describe how individuals work with others to make decisions.

9.1.2.CR.4 Recognize the importance of fairness and sharing in a community.

Communication & Interpersonal Skills
9.2.2.CAP.1 Make decisions about how to interact with others in a respectful and positive manner.
9.2.2.CAP.2 Demonstrate behaviors that show empathy and respect for others.

Problem-Solving & Critical Thinking

9.4.2.CT.1 Gather information about a problem and identify possible solutions.
9.4.2.CT.2 Identify ways to solve a problem collaboratively.

9.4.2.CT.3 Use appropriate tools and strategies to solve problems.

Creativity & Innovation
9.4.2.CL.1. Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives.
9.4.2.CL.2 Work with peers to generate creative solutions to a problem.

Technology & Digital Citizenship (Supports Awareness of Local Issues)
9.4.2.DC.1 Explain how technology can be used to communicate with others.
9.4.2.DC.2 Identify ways to stay safe and respectful when using digital tools.



http://c3teachers.org/inquiries/civicideals-and-practices/
https://www.nellkduke.org/project-place-units
https://www.lucasedresearch.org/grant-awards/project-approach-to-literacy-and-civic-engagement-place-project/

Financial & Life Literacies (Supports Decision-Making)
9.1.2.FP.1 Explain how choices can affect outcomes.
9.1.2.FP. 2 Identify ways people make choices based on needs and wants.

NJSLS Social Studies Standards

Core Idea

Performance Expectations

Certain character traits can help individuals become productive members
of their community.

6.1.2.CivicsCM.1: Describe why it is important that individuals assume
personal and civic responsibilities in a democratic society.

6.1.2.CivicsCM.2: Use examples from a variety of sources to describe
how certain characteristics can help individuals collaborate and solve
problems (e.g., open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence).

6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect
for others can contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

The democratic principles this country was founded upon guide the
actions of local, state and national government (e.g., authority,
rights, responsibility, fairness, privacy, freedom to make choices).

60.1.2.CivicsDP.1: Explain how national symbols reflect on
American values and principles.

6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic
principles such as equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate
authority and rules have impacted individuals and communities.

6.1.2.CivicsDP.3 Explain how historical symbols, monuments and
holidays reflect the shared values, principles, and beliefs of the
American identity.

Accommodations and Modifications:

B Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing

Kindergarten Units of Instruction

Unit Title: Me and My World: History

Pacing: 7-12 days

Unit Description/Overview/Expectation:

This photo shows a family on a farm. It was taken over 100 years ago! The farm was in Nebraska. Some things today are the same as long ago. Some things today ate
different from long ago. What would my life have been like long ago?

Interdisciplinary Connections
NJSLS English Language Arts

Reading: Informational Text

RILK.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. Students ask/answer questions about the farm photo and life long ago.
RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. Students identify the main idea: “Life long ago was different from today.”
RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information. Students connect farm life long ago
to family life today.

RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator and define their roles. Useful when reading informational texts about the past.

RI.K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text. Students use the farm photo to understand life long ago.

RLK.9 With prompting and support, identify basic similarities and differences between two texts on the same topic. Students compare images/texts of long-ago
farms vs. modern homes.




Reading: Literature

RL.K.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a story.

RL.K.3 Identify characters, settings, and major events. Students describe the setting of a farm long ago.
RL.K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story.

Writing Standards

Students draw/write about what life was like long ago.

W.K.2 Use drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts. Students draw/write: “Long ago, families . Today, families ___.
W.K.3 Use drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event. Students create a simple narrative about a day on a farm long ago.

b2

Speaking & Listening Standards

SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with peers and adults. Students discuss how life long ago compares to today.

SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of information presented orally or through media by asking and answering questions. Students view the farm photo and ask
questions.

SL.K.4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events. Students describe the farm, the family, and their own lives.

SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts clearly.

Language Standards
L.K.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words. Words like: long ago, past, present, farm, chores, family.
L.K.5 Explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings. Students sort words into “long ago” vs. “today.”

NJSLS Kindergarten Math Standards

Counting & Cardinality

These standards support counting items in old vs. new images, comparing quantities, and describing what they see.

K.CC.3 Write numbers from 0-20 and represent a number of objects with a written numeral. Students count items in the farm photo (animals, tools, people).
K.CC.4 Understand the relationship between numbers and quantities. Students match quantities to items from long ago vs. today.

K.CC.5 Count to answer “how many?” questions about objects arranged in a line, array, or scattered configuration. Students count items in the old farm photo and
compare it to modern images.

Operations & Algebraic Thinking

These standards support comparing groups, adding/subtracting small sets, and discussing changes over time.

K.OA.1 Represent addition and subtraction with objects, fingers, drawings, or equations. Students compare groups of items from long ago vs. today (e.g., number of
tools, animals).

K.OA.2 Solve addition and subtraction word problems using objects or drawings.

Example:

“If the family had 3 animals and got 1 more, how many did they haver”




Measurement & Data
K.MD.1 Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as length or weight. Students compare tools or clothing from long ago vs. today.
K.MD.2 Directly compare two objects with a measurable attribute in common.
Students compare:

® size of homes

® size of tools

® clothing items

® farm equipment then vs. now
K.MD.3
Classify objects into categories; count the number of objects in each category.
Students sort images into:

® “longago” vs. “today”

® farm tools vs. home items

® chores then vs. chores now

Geometry (K.G)

These standards support identifying shapes in old vs. new environments and building simple models.

K.G.1 Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes and positional words. Students identify shapes in the farm photo (barn = rectangle, silo =
cylinder).

K.G.2 Correctly name shapes regardless of otientation or size.

K.G.6 Compose simple shapes to form larger shapes. Students build a simple model of a farm using shapes.

Benchmark
Linkit
TCI Unit Pre Tests

Formative Assessments

TCI Lesson Assessments

Community Cleanup Vocabulary Game
Cosmic Squares Lesson Review Game

Summative Assessment
TCI Unit Inquiry Project:
The image shows a family on a farm. It was taken over 100 years ago! The farm was in Nebraska. Some things today are the same as long ago. Some things
today are different from long ago.
What would my life have been like long ago?



https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/416/games/7?lesson_id=3561
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/416/lessons/3561/challenge

Write a sentence answering the Unit Compelling Question: What would my life have been like long ago? This is called a claim.
Then give at least two pieces of evidence to support your claim.

Alternate Assessments
Share what you learned. Make a poster, a digital presentation, or a video. Share your presentation with your classmates or with adults in the community.

Materials and Resources: (all of the resources/materials/links/outside resources/guest speakers/programs)
TCI online textbook, Readworks, Scholastic, Newsela, Brain-pop, Youtube, OER

Google Suite, iCivics, Local events, Epic leveled social studies readers

Al for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts

Primary and Secondary Resources
TCI

Library of Congress

CommonlL.it

I Civics

NEH-Edsitement

Smithsonian's History Explorer

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills
WRK.K-12.P.1 Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.

WRK.K-12.Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.

WRK.K-12.P.4 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

WRK.K-12.P.5 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
WRK.K-12.P.6 Model integtity, ethical leadership and effective management.

WRK.K-12.P.8 Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate effectively.
WRK.K-12.P.9 Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

2026 Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills
9.1 Career Readiness (K-2)
Understanding roles, responsibilities, and how work/life have changed over time



https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD

9.1.CE.K-2.1 Explain why people work and the role of work in society. Students compare farm work long ago to jobs today.

9.1.CE.K-2.3 Explore various career fields and identify associated jobs, roles, responsibilities, and skillsets. Students learn about farm work long ago and how family
roles have changed.

9.1.CN.K-2.2 Explore the different types of jobs and industries in the local community. Students compare farming long ago to jobs in their community today.

9.2 Personal Financial Literacy (K-2)

Understanding resources, needs, and community systems across time

9.2.ES.K-2.3 Identity public services and infrastructure that benefit communities. Students compatre how communities supported families long ago vs. today.
9.2.ES.K-2.7 Explore the differences between materials produced in the natural world and materials produced by people. Students compare tools, clothing, and
household items from long ago vs. today.

9.3 Information Literacy (K—2)

Asking questions, analyzing images, and gathering information

9.3.IN.K-2.1 Determine the focus or topic of a prompt or task and identify needed information. Students identify what they need to know about life long ago.
9.3.IN.K-2.3 Ask questions about a topic and expand or narrow the focus of inquiry. Students ask questions about the farm family and how life was different.
9.3.1E.K-2.1 Identify and implement the steps to search for information using resources provided by educators. Students use photos, books, and videos to learn
about the past.

9.3.IU.K-2.1 Use evidence from more than one soutce to support a conclusion. Students use the farm photo + teacherread texts to explain similarities/differences.

9.4 Key Competencies & Skills (K-2)

Communication, social skills, and understanding community life

9.4.KC.K-2.1 Show positive social skills and respect for peers by following group norms and appreciating others’ feelings, ideas, and differences. Students share their
ideas about family life respectfully.

9.4.CA.K-2.1 Identify shared community spaces and resources and explore ways people use and care for them. Students compare how families used land and
community spaces long ago vs. today.

9.4.CA.K-2.2 Explore local and global cultures and identify elements of cultural significance. Students explore cultural traditions of farm families long ago.

9.4 KS.K-2.1 Communicate respectfully and describe how relationships and friendships are formed and maintained through communication and cooperation.
Students discuss family life long ago and today.

NJSLS Social Studies Standards 2020:

6.1.2.CivicsPI.2: Investigate the importance of services provided by the local government to meet the needs and ensure the safety of community members.
6.1.2.CivicsPL.3:. Explain how individuals work with different levels of government to make rules.

6.1.2.CivicsPIL.4:. Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in a community.

6.1.2.CivicsDP.3.Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays reflect the shared values, principles, and beliefs of the American identity.
6.1.2.CivicsPR.4:. Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a responsibility to make rules that fair, consistent, and respectful of individual
rights.




6.1.2.CivicsCM.2:.Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain characteristics can help individuals collaborate and solve problems (e.g;,
open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence).

6.1.2.HistoryCC.2:."Use a timeline of important events to make inferences about the ""big picture"" of history."

6.1.2.HistoryCC.3:.Make inferences about how past events, individuals, and innovations affect our current lives.

6.1.2.HistoryUP.1:.Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives to compare and make inferences about why there are different accounts of the same event.
6.1.2.HistorySE.2:.Analyze a variety of sources describing the same event and make inferences about why the accounts are different (e.g,, photographs, paintings,
cartoons, newspapers, poetry, novels, plays).

6.3.2.CivicsPD.1:.With adult guidance and support, bring awareness of a local issue to school and/or community members and make recommendations for change.
K.IDQAPIL1 .Developing insightful questions and planning effective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of different questions to understand the human
experience, which requires addressing real world issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding of the past,
present and future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies.

K.GAES.1 Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and perspectives are the core of inquiry. Effective practice requires
evaluating the credibility of primary and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of information, and corroborating evidence
across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the world.

K.SDP.1 .Making sense of research findings requires thinking about what information is included, whether the information answers the question, and what may be
missing, often resulting in the need to complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives builds understanding about the
complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people;
quantitative and qualitative information provides insights into specific people, places, and events, as well as national, regional, and global trends.

K.DCAUE.1 .Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information, self-awareness about biases, application of analysis
skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on factual evidence, valid
reasoning, and a respect for human rights.

K.PAAE.1 .Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims
with organized evidence and valid reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing findings and engaging in civil discussion
with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking critically about conclusions and continued inquiry.

K.TIA.1 .After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about possible actions and planning strategically to implement
change. Democracy requires citizens to practice discussion, negotiation, coalition-seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. When appropriate, taking informed action
involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed to solve problems and create positive change.
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Accommodations and Modifications:

Specific for this unit of instruction

B Accommodations and Modifications SS Unit History
General:

B Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student



https://docs.google.com/document/d/14VazfBZelLSgkdJL81Df7OKEM5OpLidKG9cjPKdNpX0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing

Unit Title: Me and My World: Civics

Pacing: 11-16 days

Unit Description/Overview/Expectation:

A new student has just arrived at our school. She is excited but a little bit scared. She wonders, “Where do I put my things in the morning? When do we go to recess?
How do I make friends?” How can I help a new student at our school?

Interdisciplinary Connections

Reading: Informational

RLK.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. Students ask/answer questions about school routines, rules, and helping
others.

RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. Students identify the main idea: “We can help new students feel welcome.”
RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information. Students connect school routines
feelings ways to help others.

RIL.K.7With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text. Students use pictures of classrooms, routines, and friendships to
understand meaning;

Reading: Literature

RL.K.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a story.

RL.K.3 Identify characters, settings, and major events. Students describe the new student, the classroom, and how classmates help.
RL.K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story.

Writing Standards

Students draw/write about how to help a new student.

W.K.2 Use drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts. Students create: “I can help a new student by ___.
W.K.3 Use drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event. Students write/draw about a time they helped someone at school.

b3

Speaking & Listening Standards

For discussing routines, feelings, and ways to help others.

SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with peers and adults. Students discuss how to welcome a new classmate.

SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of information presented orally or through media by asking and answering questions. Students listen to explanations of routines and
ask clarifying questions.

SL.K.4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events. Students describe their classroom, morning routine, and recess.

SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts clearly.




Language Standards
L.K.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words. Words like: welcome, routine, recess, friend, help, morning.
L.K.5 Explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings. Students sort words into categories (feelings, places, actions).

NJSLS Kindergarten Math Standards

Counting & Cardinality

These standards support counting classmates, materials, routines, and steps in the day.

K.CC.4 Understand the relationship between numbers and quantities. Students count items needed for routines (cubbies, supplies, friends in line).

K.CC.5 Count to answer “how many?” questions about objects arranged in a line, array, or scattered configuration. Students count: how many students are in the class
how many helpers are needed

how many steps in the morning routine

Operations & Algebraic Thinking

These standards support problem-solving and comparing groups, which fits helping a new student understand routines.

K.OA.1 Represent addition and subtraction with objects, fingers, drawings, or equations. Examples:

“There are 5 students at the carpet. 1 more joins. How many now?”

“If 2 students leave the line, how many are left?”

K.OA.2 Solve addition and subtraction word problems using objects or drawings. Students solve simple problems related to classroom routines.

Measurement & Data

K.MD.1 Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as length or weight. Students compare: size of cubbies, length of lines, size of classroom materials

K.MD.2 Directly compate two objects with a measurable attribute in common. Students compare: which backpack hook is higher/lower, which line is longer/shorter,
which container holds more/less supplies

K.MD.3 Classify objects into categories; count the number of objects in each category. Students sort: morning routine steps. classroom jobs, items needed for school
vs. home

Geometry

These standards support understanding classroom spaces, locations, and movement, which is central to helping a new student.

K.G.1 Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes and positional words. Students describe where things are:

“Your cubby is next to mine.”

“The recess door is behind the library.”

“The lunch line starts in front of the cafeteria.”

K.G.2 Correctly name shapes regardless of orientation or size. Students identify shapes in the classroom environment.

K.G.6 Compose simple shapes to form larger shapes. Students build simple maps of the classtoom using shapes.

Benchmark




Linkit
T'CI Unit Pre Tests

Formative Assessments

TCI Lesson Assessments

Community Cleanup Vocabulary Game
Cosmic Squares Lesson Review Game

Summative Assessment
A new student has just arrived at our school. She is excited but a little bit scared. She wonders, “Where do I put my things in the morning? When do we go to
recess? How do I make friends?”

How can I help a new student at our school?Write a sentence answering the Unit Compelling Question: How can I help a new student at our school? This is
called a claim. Then provide a reason to support your claim.

Alternate Assessments
Share what you learned. Make a poster, a digital presentation, or a video. Share your presentation with your classmates or with adults in the community.

Materials and Resources: (all of the resources/materials/links/outside resources/guest speakers/programs)
TCI online textbook, Readworks, Scholastic, Newsela, Brain-pop, Youtube, OER

Google Suite, iCivics, Local events, Epic leveled social studies readers

Al for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts

Primary and Secondary Resources
TCI

Library of Congress

CommonlLit

I Civics

NEH-Edsitement

Smithsonian's Historv Explorer

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills
WRK.K-12.P.1 Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.



https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/416/games/7?lesson_id=3561
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/416/lessons/3561/challenge
https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD

WRK.K-12.Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.

WRK.K-12.P4 Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

WRK.K-12.P.5 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
WRK.K-12.P.6 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.

WRK.K-12.P.8 Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate effectively.
WRK.K-12.P.9 Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

2026 Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

9.1 Career Readiness

Understanding roles, responsibilities, and how people help in a community

9.1.CE.K-2.1 Explain why people work and the role of work in society. Students learn about school helpers (teachers, aides, office staff) and how they support new
students.

9.1.CE.K-2.3 Explore various career fields and identify associated jobs, roles, responsibilities, and skillsets. Students identify roles in the school community and how
each person helps others.

9.1.CN.K-2.3 Engage in activities to help and serve in school and in the local community, noting the importance of each role. Students practice helping a new
classmate and understand why it matters.

9.2 Personal Financial Literacy
9.2.E8.K-2.3 Identify public services and infrastructure that benefit communities. Students recognize the school as a shared community resource that supports
everyone.

9.3 Information Literacy

Asking questions, gathering information, and understanding routines

9.3.IN.K-2.1 Determine the focus or topic of a prompt or task and identify needed information. Students identify what a new student needs to know (where to put
things, routines, how to make friends).

9.3.IN.K-2.3 Ask questions about a topic and expand or narrow the focus of inquiry. Students ask questions about school routines and how to help others.
9.3.1E.K-2.1 Identity and implement the steps to search for information using resources provided by educators. Students learn to ask adults or peers for help when
unsure.

9.4 Key Competencies & Skills (K—2)

Social skills, communication, empathy, and understanding community life

9.4 KC.K-2.1 Show positive social skills and respect for peers by following group norms and appreciating others’ feelings, ideas, and differences.
Students practice welcoming a new classmate and showing empathy.




9.4.CA.K-2.1 Identify shared community spaces and resources and explore ways people use and care for them. Students learn how to use classroom spaces
responsibly and help others learn them too.

9.4.CA.K-2.2 Explore local and global cultures and identify elements of cultural significance. Students recognize that new classmates may come from different
backgrounds.

9.4 KS.K-2.1 Communicate respectfully and describe how relationships and friendships are formed and maintained through communication and cooperation.
Students learn how to make friends and help others feel included.

NJSLS Social Studies Standards 2020:

6.1.2.CivicsPI.3:.Explain how individuals work with different levels of government to make rules.

6.1.2.CivicsPL.6:. Explain what government is and its function.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.2: Establish a process for how individuals can effectively work together to make decisions.

6.1.2.CivicsDP.1:. Explain how national symbols reflect on American values and principles.

6.1.2.CivicsDP.2:.Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate authority and rules have impacted individuals
and communities.

6.1.2.CivicsDP.3.Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays reflect the shared values, principles, and beliefs of the American identity.
6.1.2.CivicsPR.1:.Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.2:.Cite evidence that explains why rules and laws are necessary at home, in schools, and in communities.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3:.Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4:. Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a responsibility to make rules that fair, consistent, and respectful of individual
rights.

6.1.2.CivicsCM.1:.Describe why it is important that individuals assume personal and civic responsibilities in a democratic society.

6.1.2.CivicsCM.2:.Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain characteristics can help individuals collaborate and solve problems (e.g,,
open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence).

6.1.2.CivicsCM.3:. Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.Geo.SV.2:.Describe how maps are created for a specific purpose (e.g., school fire-drill map, route from home to school, learning centers in a classroom).
6.1.2.Geo.SV.3: Identify and describe the properties of a variety of maps and globes (e.g,, title, legend, cardinal directions, scale, symbols,) and purposes (wayfinding,
thematic).

6.1.2.Geo.SV.4: Identify examples of geospatial data (e.g., landmarks on the school grounds, the spatial location of each student’s assigned seat in the classroom, needs
more thought).

6.1.2.HistoryCC.1:.Use multiple sources to create a chronological sequence of events that describes how and why your community has changed over time.
6.1.2.HistoryCC.3:.Make inferences about how past events, individuals, and innovations affect our current lives.

6.1.2.HistoryUP.1:.Use primary soutces representing multiple perspectives to compare and make inferences about why there are different accounts of the same event.
6.1.2.HistoryUP.2:.Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may change and/or reflect more than one culture.
6.1.2.HistorySE.1:.Use examples of regional folk heroes, stories, and/or songs and make inferences about how they have contributed to the development of a culture's
history.




6.1.2.HistorySE.2:.Analyze a variety of sources describing the same event and make inferences about why the accounts are different (e.g., photographs, paintings,
cartoons, newspapers, poetry, novels, plays).

6.1.2.HistorySE.3:.Use historical data from a variety of sources to investigate the development of a local community (e.g., origins of its name, originating members,
important historical events and places).

6.1.2.HistoryCA.1:.Make an evidence-based argument on how and why communities change over time (e.g., locally, nationally, globally).

K.GAES.1 Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and perspectives are the core of inquiry. Effective practice requires
evaluating the credibility of primary and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of information, and corroborating evidence
across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the world.

K.DCAUE.1 .Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information, self-awareness about biases, application of analysis
skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on factual evidence, valid
reasoning, and a respect for human rights.

K.PAAE.1 .Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims
with organized evidence and valid reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing findings and engaging in civil discussion
with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking critically about conclusions and continued inquiry.

K.TTA.1 .After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about possible actions and planning strategically to implement
change. Democracy requires citizens to practice discussion, negotiation, coalition-seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. When appropriate, taking informed action
involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed to solve problems and create positive change.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1:.Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts, listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

K.EICDA.1 .Assessing and refining conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the
conclusions and improves thinking as a vital part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and critiquing claims by
analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork for seeking
consensus.

Accommodations and Modifications:

Specific for this unit of instruction

B Accommodations and Modifications SS Unit Civics
General:

B Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S4xOhdbLGRUcURFwLrCYdpLsROKV26yestEdMnJj5jg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing
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