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Philosophy

Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic
competence, patriotism, and the values of our American heritage. A well- articulated K-8 Social
Studies program should include a coordinated, systematic study of civics, U.S. and World History,
economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present.

Our vision as educators is to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods, and
varied assessment. This will include research- based strategies and teacher- designed classroom
activities fostering critical thinking. Our democratic society is one of continuity and change,
diversity and commonality, adversity and opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable,
thoughtful, and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote the common good and

increase the general welfare of its citizens.



Social Studies Practices

Practice Description
Developing Developing insightful questions and planning effective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of
Questions and | different questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing real world
Planning issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding
Inquiry of the past, present and future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of
individuals, groups, and societies.
Gathering and | Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and
Evaluating perspectives are the core of inquiry. Effective practice requires evaluating the credibility of primary
Sources and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of
information, and corroborating evidence across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and
interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the
world.
Seeking Making sense of research findings requires thinking about what information is included, whether
Diverse the information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the need to
Perspectives complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives
builds understanding about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring
diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people;
quantitative and qualitative information provides insights into specific people, places, and events, as
well as national, regional, and global trends.
Developing Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information,
Claims and self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions
Using based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on
Evidence factual evidence, valid reasoning, and a respect for human rights.
Presenting Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for
Arguments and | clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid
Explanations reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing findings
and engaging in civil discussion with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking
critically about conclusions and continued inquiry.
Engaging in Assessing and refining conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative
Civil Discourse | discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital
and Critiquing | part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and
Conclusions critiquing claims by analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and
understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork for seeking consensus.
Taking After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about
Informed possible actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires citizens to
Action practice discussion, negotiation, coalition- seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. When

appropriate, taking informed action involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed
to solve problems and create positive change.




Standards in Action

Montague Township School District believes in offering an interdisciplinary approach to
teaching and learning because students are able to make connections and relationships by
bringing together separate content disciplines, skills and knowledge around common themes,
issues, or problems. The NJ Department of Education mandates the following be identified as

areas of study beneficial to integration into all grade levels and content areas.

Please click the hyperlink for further information on each area:

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

Climate Change Education
Contributions of Disabled and I.GBT Individuals

Holocaust Education

Amistad Commission

Social and Emotional I.earning
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Asian American Pacific Islander

Types of Assessments
Students will be assessed across the units and year in a variety of ways. The link below indicates

resources for developing assessments and general examples of assessments that teachers may utilize
across all of the content areas.

Formative, Summative, Alternative, and Benchmark Assessment



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eT4m9YqZYGHUgw_3hvuKJhQflk5LiL6UOewlkGiSwio/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iDvjMCkZxQ2pL0jj3m6h0Wa5QDlAClBxE4PW766qwBs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WJHpfAOVW1PDzsMyJ8VSd2PRPtyMLZznkAVlXBmhKlE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fht-tV7hlwIOhb6V_c2guRzSdBJu9xJ474LJBcPZCyU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yrdfcBuFa_qT1m2Qr51d9fUqptlk2KP_9WDo8OCEm2s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DQT8wrFJuw5hcF9yH_75iqrSTlqLv5Qyitck9YMxNpw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qWc5RKJIolAEs1mtpiBdG7XdCtoYCyt4-ov5xFa2-KM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18rYmCpvsd1Zr6EeaU-UPtMepheGhoPzdTow7ZNatIHI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NJxJ87GNLVTM0nUM9482BHX34VEtjnhOvHq_zKa8yvQ/edit?usp=sharing

Unit Title: Middle Ages

Pacing:

Unit Overview:
Focus will be on the Feudal System, The Crusades, Trade Networks throughout Europe, Asia, and Africa, The Renaissance, and the Political
Influence of Religion

Interdisciplinary Connections:
English Language Arts

L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking.

o L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening,

e L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content,
including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

e RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of
what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

e RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text features such as charts,
graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

e RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and responding to
conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

e RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

e W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) to
support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

e W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis
of relevant content.

Visual Arts

® Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding;

® Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

® Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products.

Computer Science and Design:




o 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.

Benchmark:
Link It

Formative Assessments:
® (Question and answer
o Classroom discussions
0 Questioning
O Think-Pair-Share
e Writing and summarizing
o Exit tickets/slips
0 One-minute paper
o KWL charts
O Journals and reflections
e Digital and technology-based assessments
0 Online polls and quizzes
® Observational techniques
0 Teacher observations
0 Checklists

Summative:
® End-of-unit or chapter tests
Authentic and performance-based tasks such as:
® Tinal projects
e Written assignments
® DPresentations

Alternate Assessments:
® Creative and design tasks
0 Create a children's book explaining concept
0 Create an infographic
O  Museum exhibit
0 Design a brochure or pamphlet
® Performance and presentation




Role-playing and simulations
Debate

Skits

Newscast

o O O O

0 Oral interviews and presentations
® Research and writing projects

o0 Annotated bibliography

O  Reflective journals

o Portfolios

Materials and Resources: Including supplemental texts and decodable readers
Discovery Education Techbook, online text program, Google Suite, iCivics, Local events
Epic leveled social studies readers

Al for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts

Primary and Secondary Resources
Tech Book

Library of Congress

CommonlLit

I Civics

NEH-Edsitement

Smithsonian's History Fxploter
SHEG: www.inquirygroup.org

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g,, 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2).

9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information.
9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.

9.4.8 IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations.

9.4.8.IML.5: Analyze and interpret local or public data sets to summarize and effectively communicate the data
9.4.8.IML.G: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication.

9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic audience.
9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g, 8.2.8.ED.1).
9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages.

9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently.



https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD
http://www.inquirygroup.org

2026 Revised Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

Career Readiness & Innovation (9.4.8.CI)

9.4.8.C1.3 — Examine challenges in adopting new ideas (connect to feudalism, religion, trade).

Information & Media Literacy (9.4.8.IML)

9.4.8.IML.1 — Curate credible sources when researching feudalism, Crusades, Renaissance.

9.4.8.IML.2 — Identify distortion/misrepresentation in historical accounts.

9.4.8.IML.4 — Ask questions and organize data for visualizations.
9.4.8.IML.5 — Analyze public datasets (population, trade networks).

9.4.8.IML.6 — Identify subtle/overt messages in medieval art, religion, and politics.

9.4.8.IML.12 — Produce and publish evidence-based historical products.

9.4.8.IML.13 — Analyze creator influence on historical documents.

9.4.8.IML.14 — Analyze media’s role in shaping cultural/political messages.

9.4.8.IML.15 — Explain how individuals experience media differently.

Key Skills & Competencies (9.4.8)

Collaboration, communication, ethical reasoning, and cultural awareness applied to medieval societies.

NJSLS Social Studies Standards:

The production and consumption of goods and services influence
economic growth, well-being and quality of life.

6.2.8.EconNE.4.a: Compare and contrast the Japanese and European
systems of feudalism and the effectiveness of each in promoting social,
economic, and political order.

Historical events may have single, multiple, direct and indirect causes
and effects.

6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.a: Determine which events led to the rise and eventual
decline of European feudalism.

6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Explain how and why the interrelationships among
improved agricultural production, population growth, urbanization, and
commercialization led to the rise of powerful states and kingdoms (i.e.,

Europe, Asia, Americas).

The principles of the United States government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of eatlier governments.

6.2.8.CivicsDP4.a: Cite evidence of the influence of medieval English
legal and constitutional practices on modern democratic thought and
institutions (i.e., the Magna Carta, parliament, the development of




habeas cotrpus, and an independent judiciary).

Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political,
cultural, technological, and economic factors.

6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.c: Assess the demographic, economic, and religious
impact of the plague on Europe.

6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades
from different perspectives, including the perspectives of European
political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders.

6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.e: Determine the extent to which the Byzantine
Empire influenced the Islamic world and western Europe.

6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f: Analyze the role of religion and economics in
shaping each empire’s social hierarchy and evaluate the impact these
hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of people.

6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of
the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam),
Europe and the Americas over time.

Accommodations and Modifications:
Specific for unit:
B Accommodations and Modifications for SS Unit: Middle Ages

General List

B Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UOf47A9d5HP4v9HpiOySOlJ1-caJZlTH6Bm9sfIYvF8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing

Unit Title: American Revolution and Active Citizenship

Pacing: Two marking periods

Unit Overview:

Focus will be on Development of British Colonies in America, Colonial Rights, Struggle for Political and Individual Rights, Conflict and Alliances
with Native Americans, Seven Years War, Actions and Events That led to the Revolution, Declaring Independence, Pivotal Battles and Events from
the Revolution

Interdisciplinary Connections:
English Language Arts

e L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking.

e L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening,

e L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content,
including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

e RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of
what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

e RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text features such as charts,
graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

e RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and responding to
conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

o RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

e W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) to
support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

e W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis
of relevant content.

Visual Arts
® Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding,
® Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.
® Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products.




Computer Science and Design:

e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.

Benchmark:
Link It

Formative Assessments:
® (Question and answer
0  Classroom discussions
0 Questioning
0 Think-Pair-Shate
® Writing and summarizing
o Exit tickets/slips
0  One-minute paper
o KWL charts
O Journals and reflections
® Digital and technology-based assessments
0 Online polls and quizzes
® Observational techniques
O Teacher observations
0 Checklists

Summative:
® FEnd-of-unit or chapter tests
Authentic and performance-based tasks such as:
® Final projects
e Written assignments
® DPresentations

Alternate Assessments:
® Creative and design tasks
0 Create a children's book explaining concept
0 Create an infographic
O Museum exhibit
0 Design a brochure or pamphlet




® Performance and presentation

0 Role-playing and simulations

O Debate

o Skits

0 Newscast

0 Oral interviews and presentations
® Research and writing projects

o Annotated bibliography

O Reflective journals

o Portfolios

Materials and Resources: Including supplemental texts and decodable readers
Discovery Education Techbook, online text program, Google Suite, iCivics, Local events
Epic leveled social studies readers

Al for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts

Primary and Secondary Resources
Tech Book

Library of Congress

CommonlLit

I Civics

NEH-Fdsitement

Smithsonian's History Fxplorer
SHEG: www.inquityeroup.org

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g.,, 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2).

9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information.

9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.

9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations.

9.4.8.IML.5: Analyze and interpret local or public data sets to summarize and effectively communicate the data

9.4.8.IML.G: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication.

9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic audience.
9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g, 8.2.8.ED.1).
9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages.



https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD
http://www.inquirygroup.org

9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently.

2026 Revised Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

Career Readiness & Innovation (9.4.8.CI)
9.4.8.C1.3 — Examine challenges in adopting revolutionary ideas.

Information & Media Literacy (9.4.8.IML)

9.4.8.IML.1 — Curate credible sources on colonial rights, alliances, and revolution.

9.4.8.IML.2 — Identify distortion/exaggeration in propaganda.

9.4.8.IML.4 — Ask questions and organize data for maps, timelines, and charts.

9.4.8.IML.5 — Analyze datasets (demographics, taxation, trade).
9.4.8.IML.6 — Identify subtle/overt messages in revolutionary media.
9.4.8.IML.12 — Produce and publish evidence-based civic arguments.
9.4.8.IML.13 — Analyze creator influence in political documents.
9.4.8.IML.14 — Analyze media’s role in shaping political messages.

9.4.8.IML.15 — Explain how individuals interpret political messages differently.

Key Skills & Competencies (9.4.8)

Collaboration, civic reasoning, ethical leadership, and communication.

NJSLS Social Studies Standards:

Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political,
cultural, technological, and economic factors.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.c: Use geographic tools and resources to investigate
how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native
American groups impacted the expansion of American tertitory.

Chronological sequencing helps us understand the interrelationship of
historical events.

60.1.8.HistoryCC.3.a: Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years
War, changes in British policies toward American colonies, and
responses by various groups and individuals in the North American
colonies led to the American Revolution.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.b: Explain how political parties were formed and
continue to be shaped by differing perspectives regarding the role and
power of federal government.

Geospatial technologies and representations help us to make sense of

6.1.8.GeoSV.3.a: Use maps and other geographic tools to construct an




the distribution of people, places and environments, and spatial
patterns across Earth’s surface.

argument on the impact of geography on the developments and
outcomes of the American Revolution including New Jersey's pivotal
role.

Examining historical sources may answer questions but may also lead to
more questions.

6.1.8.HistorySE.3.a: Analyze how the leadership of George Washington
during the American Revolution and as president allowed for the

establishment of American democracy.

Governments have different structures which impact development
(expansion) and civic participation.

6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.d: Use data and other evidence to determine the extent
to which demographics influenced the debate on representation in
Congtress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia
plans.

Historical contexts and events shaped and continue to shape people’s
perspectives.

6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.a: Use primary sources as evidence to explain why
the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key
principles evolved to become unitying ideas of American democracy.

60.1.8.HistoryUP.3.b: Examine the roles and perspectives of various
socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, northern
merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native
Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and
determine how these groups were impacted by the war.

6.1.8. HistoryUP.3.c: Analyze how the terms of the Treaty of Paris
affected United States relations with Native Americans and with
European powers that had territories in North America from multiple
perspectives.

Historians consider the relevance and validity of sources to understand
the perspectives of those involved when evaluating historical arguments.

6.1.8.HistorySE.3.b: Analyze a variety of sources to make
evidence-based inferences about how prominent individuals and other
nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the
American Revolution.

The United States system of government is designed to realize the ideals
of liberty, democracy, limited government, equality under the law and of
opportunity, justice, and property rights.

60.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether
or not the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence were
tulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during
this time petiod.




Political and civil institutions impact all aspects of people’s
lives.

6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the
leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national
government met the goals established in the Constitution.

6.1.8.CivicsPL.3.b: Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental
principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of
law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and
balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government
that allows for growth and change over time.

6.1.8.CivicsPL.3.c: Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of
citizens, political parties, interest groups, and the media in a
variety of governmental and nongovernmental contexts.

Fundamental rights are derived from the inherent worth of each
individual and include civil, political, social, economic, and cultural
rights.

6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties
were impacted by acts of government during the Eatly Republic (i.e.,
Alien and Sedition Acts).

Fundamental rights are derived from the inherent worth of each
individual and include civil, political, social, economic, and cultural
rights.

6.1.8.CivicsHR .4.a: Examine sources from a variety of perspectives to
describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other
issues during the Antebellum period.

Social and political systems have protected and denied human rights
(to varying degrees) throughout time.

6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b: Evaluate the impact of the institution of
slavery on the political and economic expansion of the United
States.

6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.c: Construct an argument to explain how the
expansion of slavery violated human rights and contradicted
American ideals.

Accommodations and Modifications:
Specific Unit List

B List of Accommodations and Modifications for SS Unit American Revolution and Active Citizenship

General List

B Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student



https://docs.google.com/document/d/14rXI3Ktz4Hmi_rYAx2E1KhsMrwebwxu84VOp1jTjOI4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing

Unit Title: New Nation

Pacing: Two marking periods

Unit Overview:
Focus will be placed on the creation of government (Articles of Confederation, Constitution, Bill of Rights), forming of political parties),
Expansion/Manifest Destiny, National Bank, Development of Commerce and Industry, and Conflict and Alliances with Foreign Nations.

Interdisciplinary Connections:

English Language Arts

e L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking.

o L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening,

e L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content,
including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

e RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of
what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

e RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text features such as charts,
graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

e RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and responding to
conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

e RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

e W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) to
support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

e W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis
of relevant content.

Visual Arts

® Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding;
® Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.
® Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products.




Computer Science and Design:
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.

Benchmark:
Link It

Formative Assessments:
® (Question and answer
o0 Classroom discussions
0 Questioning
O Think-Pair-Share
® Writing and summarizing
o Exit tickets/slips
0  One-minute paper
o KWL charts
O Journals and reflections
® Digital and technology-based assessments
0 Online polls and quizzes
® Observational techniques
0 Teacher observations
0 Checklists
Summative:
® [nd-of-unit or chapter tests
Authentic and performance-based tasks such as:
e Final projects
® Written assignments
® DPresentations

Alternate Assessments:
® Creative and design tasks
0 Create a children's book explaining concept
0 Create an infographic
O  Museum exhibit
0 Design a brochure or pamphlet
® Performance and presentation




Role-playing and simulations
Debate

Skits

Newscast

o O O O

0 Oral interviews and presentations
® Research and writing projects

o0 Annotated bibliography

O  Reflective journals

o Portfolios

Materials and Resources: Including supplemental texts and decodable readers
Discovery Education Techbook, online text program, Google Suite, iCivics, Local events
Epic leveled social studies readers

Al for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts

Primary and Secondary Resources
Tech Book

Library of Congress

CommonlLit

I Civics

NEH-Edsitement

Smithsonian's History Fxploter
SHEG: www.inquirygroup.org

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g,, 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2).

9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information.
9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.

9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations.

9.4.8.IML.5: Analyze and interpret local or public data sets to summarize and effectively communicate the data
9.4.8.IML.G: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication.

9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic audience.
9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g, 8.2.8.ED.1).
9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages.

9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently.



https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD
http://www.inquirygroup.org
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Career Readiness & Innovation (9.4.8.CI)
9.4.8.C1.3 — Examine challenges in adopting new governmental systems.

Information & Media Literacy (9.4.8.IML)

9.4.8.IML.1 — Curate credible sources on Constitution, Bill of Rights, political parties.

9.4.8.IML.2 — Identify distortion in political debates.

9.4.8.IML.4 — Ask questions and organize data for economic and political visualizations.

9.4.8.IML.5 — Analyze datasets (commerce, banking, population).

9.4.8.IML.6 — Identify subtle/overt messages in eatly American political media.
9.4.8.IML.12 — Produce and publish evidence-based historical and civic products.

9.4.8.IML.13 — Analyze creator influence in founding documents.
9.4.8.IML.14 — Analyze media’s role in shaping early American politics.

9.4.8.IML.15 — Explain how individuals interpret political messages differently.

Key Skills & Competencies (9.4.8)
Critical thinking, collaboration, civic engagement, and ethical reasoning.

NJSLS Social Studies Standards:

Political, economic, intellectual, social and cultural circumstances and
ideas both change and stay the same over time.

Members of society have the obligation to become informed of the facts
regarding public issues and to engage in honest, mutually respectful
discourse to advance public policy solutions.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.d: Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation
and the United States Constitution in terms of the decision-making
powers of national government.

6.1.8.CivicsPD.3.a: Cite evidence to determine the role that compromise
played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of
Rights.

Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the
resources available to achieve those goals.

6.1.8.EconET.4.a: Analyze the debates involving the National
Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, and determine the extent to
which each of these economic tools met the economic challenges
facing the new nation.

6.1.8.EconET.4.b: Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and
western exploration on the expansion and economic development of




the United States.

A national economy includes studying the changes in the amounts and
qualities of human capital, physical capital, and natural resources.

6.1.8.EconNE.4.a: Explain how major technological developments
revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as the economy, in
New Jersey and the nation

6.1.8.EconNE.4.b: Analyze how technological innovations affected
the status and social class of different groups of people and explain
the outcomes that resulted.

Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political,
cultural, technological, and economic factors.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.a: Explain the changes in America’s
relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, treaties,
tariffs, and agreements.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Explain the growing resistance to slavery
and New Jersey’s role in the Underground Railroad.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.c: Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny
influenced the acquisition of land through annexation, diplomacy, and
wat.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the push-pull factors that led to
increase in immigration and explain why ethnic and cultural
conflicts resulted.

The United States system of government is designed to realize the ideals
of liberty, democracy, limited government, equality under the law and of
opportunity, justice, and property rights.

6.1.8.CivicsDP4.a: Research and prioritize the most significant events
that led to the expansion of voting rights during the Jacksonian
period.

Economic decision making involves setting goals, weighing costs and
benefits, and identitying the resources available to achieve those goals.

6.1.8.EconET.3.a: Identify the effect of inflation and debt on the
American people and evaluate the policies of state and national
governments during this time.

Geospatial technologies and representations help us to make sense
of the distribution of people, places and environments, and spatial
patterns across Earth’s surface.

6.1.8.GeoSV.4.a: Map territorial expansion and settlement, highlighting
the locations of conflicts with and resettlement of Native Americans.




Accommodations and Modifications:

Specific to Unit

B List of Accommodations and Modifications for SS Unit New Nation
General List

B Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lBJ449x3CgUHeS2hXCT9aet1seFVU_ii9-955HPY-2I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing
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