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Philosophy 
 
Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities in order to promote civic 
competence, patriotism, and the values of our American heritage.   A well- articulated K-8 Social 
Studies program should include a coordinated, systematic study of civics, U.S. and World History, 
economics, geography, and cultures of the past and present. 
 
Our vision as educators is to provide solid content, student-centered instructional methods, and 
varied assessment.   This will include research- based strategies and teacher- designed classroom 
activities fostering critical thinking.  Our democratic society is one of continuity and change, 
diversity and commonality, adversity and opportunity. Such a society needs knowledgeable, 
thoughtful, and ethical participation by its citizens in an effort to promote the common good and 
increase the general welfare of its citizens.  
 

 



Social Studies Practices  
Practice Description 

1.​ Developing 
Questions and 
Planning 
Inquiry 

Developing insightful questions and planning effective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of 
different questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing real world 
issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding 
of the past, present and future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of 
individuals, groups, and societies. 

2.​ Gathering and 
Evaluating 
Sources 

Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and 
perspectives are the core of inquiry.  Effective practice requires evaluating the credibility of primary 
and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of 
information, and corroborating evidence across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and 
interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the 
world. 

3.​ Seeking 
Diverse 
Perspectives 

Making sense of research findings requires thinking about what information is included, whether 
the information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the need to 
complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives 
builds understanding about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring 
diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people; 
quantitative and qualitative information provides insights into specific people, places, and events, as 
well as national, regional, and global trends. 

4.​ Developing 
Claims and 
Using 
Evidence 

Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information, 
self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions 
based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on 
factual evidence, valid reasoning, and a respect for human rights. 

5.​ Presenting 
Arguments and 
Explanations 

Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for 
clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid 
reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing findings 
and engaging in civil discussion with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking 
critically about conclusions and continued inquiry. 

6.​ Engaging in 
Civil Discourse 
and Critiquing 
Conclusions 

Assessing and refining conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative 
discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital 
part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and 
critiquing claims by analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and 
understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork for seeking consensus. 

7.​ Taking 
Informed 
Action 

After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about 
possible actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires citizens to 
practice discussion, negotiation, coalition- seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. When 
appropriate, taking informed action involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed 
to solve problems and create positive change. 

 



 
Standards in Action 

 

The regional districts believe in offering an interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning 
because students are able to make connections and relationships by bringing together separate 
content disciplines, skills and knowledge around common themes, issues, or problems.  The NJ 
Department of Education mandates the following be identified as areas of study beneficial to 
integration into all grade levels and content areas.  
 
Please click the hyperlink for further information on each area:  

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills​
Climate Change Education​
Contributions of Disabled and LGBT Individuals​
Holocaust Education ​
Amistad Commission​
Social and Emotional Learning ​
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion ​
Asian American Pacific Islander  

 

Types of Assessments 
Students will be assessed across the units and year in a variety of ways. The link below indicates 
resources for developing assessments and general examples of assessments that teachers may utilize 
across all of the content areas.  
 
Formative, Summative, Alternative, and Benchmark Assessment 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dL7WMl329LHB2-AnnBqiUFDybl9rxCljsrty9XcGH_w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K_nmSpSDdq1fQt0dVA_czjrW8gqUrV19mOShwlSOoGQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ACzNC3jC19aSaVVLnvDUXaCpKVkEK3BXk7CvfDfvp_k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/174uzG47H7iMpLf-poH8y1puFrjJcyHf1VauVr8G4dUs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jpoxCNHNkO92LlnF9SYE5PVKOdnUVrE9IH5R_5__yh8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M5tyww4wGziIphGQ05McWydxgf_JIPibxwoGmY33eGU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaZ-sC1t8-d5JDxo2MoK6NfXdiFm9Gq1dgaRA-_xTMQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NwL8a_6164xA2hhn4ZLNQVQX6dGXmNpBRrNSpa9WQr8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fJ-J6Kbgw_ml8ijfqf3WNn-WznPaCuMJQ4BY0OE9dgo/edit?usp=sharing


 

Unit Title: Money in Our Lives 

Pacing: 1 day for each lesson  

Unit Overview:  
Unit 1  

1.1 Personal Finance Decision Making 
1.2 Exploring Tradeoffs 
1.3 Your Future Life 

Unit 2  
2.1 Comparison Shopping 
2.2 Coupons & Discounts 
2.3 How to Read a Receipt 
2.4 Checking Accounts 
2.5 Different Types of Payments 

Unit 3  
3.1 What is a Budget? 
3.2 Needs vs. Wants 
3.3 How do you Budget? 
3.4 Why We Pay Taxes 
3.5 Case Study: Let’s Make a Budget! 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
Math  

●​ 6.RP.A.2 Understand the concept of a unit rate a/b associated with a ratio a:b with b ≠0, and use rate language in the context of a ratio 
relationship 

●​ 6.RP.A.3.c: Find a percent of a quantity as a rate per 100 (e.g., 30% of a quantity means times the quantity); solve problems involving finding 
the whole, given a part and the percent. 

●​ 6.SP.A.1: Recognize a statistical question as one that anticipates variability in the data related to the question and accounts for it in the answers. 
ELA  

●​ SL.PE.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

●​ SL.UM.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in presentations to clarify information. 
●​ SL.AS.6.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H37j3i-yQb7AXjolrtgbT5ZdEZFSXSd_nUF5qDJKrTs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17LyPP0t5qwEmVQSKrGow1OSbokKHkFYdncTUCV1SrMc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e4my9XcWawR31csx5-WHhqK_-3uaU598gQNyUPgfhgE/edit?usp=sharing


Benchmark:  
Link It  
 
Formative Assessments:  
●​ Categorize purchases into needs and wants 
●​ Demonstrate the importance and use of taxes with the MOVE: Your Tax Dollar In Action activity 
●​ Analyze a pay stub 
●​ Discuss their personal financial decision-making process 
●​ Identify their money personality based on personal behavior and choices 
●​ Analyze financial decisions and the influence of personal/external factors 
●​ Prioritize goals and values when faced with spending decisions 
●​ Identify the basic elements of a checking account 
●​ Explain how to deposit and withdraw money using a checking account 
●​ Explain the essential elements of a receipt 
●​ Discuss how “must-have” features can vary from purchase to purchase 
●​ Students will be able to: 
●​ Explain the importance of having goals for their future 

●​ Question and answer 
○​ Classroom discussions 
○​ Questioning 
○​ Think-Pair-Share 

●​ Writing and summarizing 
○​ Exit tickets/slips 
○​ One-minute paper 
○​ KWL charts 
○​ Journals and reflections 

●​ Digital and technology-based assessments 
○​ Online polls and quizzes 

●​ Observational techniques 
○​ Teacher observations 
○​ Checklists 

Summative: 
●​ Case Study: Let’s Make a Budget!  Create a sample budget 



●​ Analyze the psychological strategies used by brands and stores to entice you to buy 
●​ Prioritize budget categories based on needs, wants, and savings goals 
●​ Determine the value of different types of discounts, promotions, and offers 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 

 
Authentic and performance-based tasks such as: 

●​ Read receipts such as pharmacy and grocery store 
●​ Practice making financial decisions centered around savings goals 
●​ Evaluate the risk of using peer-to-peer payment apps 
●​ Analyze a checking account statement 
●​ Final projects 
●​ Written assignments 
●​ Presentations 

 
Alternate Assessments:  

●​ Determine how comparison shopping can help in making different levels of purchasing decisions 
●​ Creative and design tasks 

○​ Create a children's book explaining concept  
○​ Create an infographic 
○​ Museum exhibit 
○​ Design a brochure or pamphlet 

●​ Performance and presentation 
○​ Role-playing and simulations 
○​ Debate 
○​ Skits 
○​ Newscast 
○​ Oral interviews and presentations 

●​ Research and writing projects 
○​ Annotated bibliography 
○​ Reflective journals 

Materials and Resources: Including supplemental texts and decodable readers 
NGPF  
Online text program 



Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy 
Junior Achievement of New Jersey 
New Jersey Coalition for Financial Education 
New Jersey Council for Economic Education 
Google Suite 
AI for lowering lexile levels  

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2). 
9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information.  
9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  
9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations.  
9.4.8.IML.5: Analyze and interpret local or public data sets to summarize and effectively communicate the data 
9.4.8.IML.6: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication. 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic audience.   
9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g., 8.2.8.ED.1).  
9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages.  
9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently. 
 
2026 Revised Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Career Readiness & Life Literacies (9.1.8) 
9.1.8.CR.3 – Connect consumer, business, and government responsibility to personal finance. 
9.1.8.CR.4 – Examine legal and ethical implications of financial decisions. 
9.1.8.CP.1 – Compare prices for goods and services. 
9.1.8.CP.2 – Analyze how spending habits affect saving. 
9.1.8.FP.1 – Describe how personal values impact financial choices. 
9.1.8.FP.2 – Evaluate emotional and behavioral influences on financial decisions. 
9.1.8.FP.3 – Explain the role of self-regulation in money management. 
9.1.8.FP.4 – Analyze cultural and familial influences on financial behavior. 
9.1.8.PB.1 – Predict future expenses for budgeting. 
9.1.8.PB.2 – Explain how circumstances affect personal budgets. 
Information & Media Literacy (9.4.8.IML) 
Curate credible financial sources. 
Identify distortion in advertising and marketing. 
Organize financial data for visualizations. 
Analyze public datasets (taxes, spending, savings). 

http://www.jumpstart.org/
https://janj.ja.org/
http://www.njcfe.org/
https://www.njeconomics.org/


Identify subtle messaging in financial media. 
Produce and publish evidence-based financial products. 
Creativity & Innovation (9.4.8.CI) 
Examine challenges in adopting new financial tools or systems. 

NJSLS Financial Literacy Standards: 

The potential for building and using personal wealth 
includes responsibility to the broader community and an 
understanding of the legal rights and responsibilities of 
being a good citizen. 

9.1.8.CR.3: Relate the importance of consumer, business, and government responsibility 
to the economy and personal finance.  
 
9.1.8.CR.4: Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making 
financial decisions.  

There are strategies to build and maintain a good credit 
history.  

9.1.8.CP.1: Compare prices for the same goods or services. 
 
9.1.8.CP.2: Analyze how spending habits affect one’s ability to save.  

An individual’s values and emotions will influence the ability 
to modify financial behavior (when appropriate), which will 
impact one’s financial well-being.  

9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.  
9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) 
in making financial decisions.  
9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to managing money (e.g., delayed 
gratification, impulse buying, peer pressure, etc.).  
9.1.8.FP.4: Analyze how familial and cultural values influence savings rates, spending, 
and other financial decisions.  
9.1.8.FP.5: Determine how spending, invest 

A budget aligned with an individual’s financial goals can help 
prepare for life events. 

9.1.8.PB.1: Predict future expenses or opportunities that should be included in the 
budget planning process.  
9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect one’s personal budget.  

Accommodations and Modifications:  
Specific to this unit:  

 Grade 6 Financial Literacy 
General List  

 Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eYKXLWn73SkLpxsjA1BwYszGzPm-91WsfR4EPbuYJTs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing


 

Unit Title: Geography and Natural Resources  

Pacing: 5 days as civilizations are introduced throughout the year 

Unit Overview:  
Throughout the academic year students will study the origins of River Valley Civilizations (Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, and China), Classical 
Civilizations (Greece and Rome), and African Civilizations. Focus will be placed on the geographic features and the location and availability of 
natural resources that influenced the development of these civilizations. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
English Language Arts 

●​ L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking.  
●​ L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
●​ L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, 

including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
●​ RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of 

what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
●​ RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text features such as charts, 

graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

●​ RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and responding to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

●​ RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.  

●​ W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) to 
support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

●​ W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content.  
 

Visual Arts 
●​ Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding. 
●​ Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning. 
●​ Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 



Computer Science and Design:  
●​ 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.   

Benchmark:  
Link It  
 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Question and answer 
○​ Classroom discussions 
○​ Questioning 
○​ Think-Pair-Share 

●​ Writing and summarizing 
○​ Exit tickets/slips 
○​ One-minute paper 
○​ KWL charts 
○​ Journals and reflections 

●​ Digital and technology-based assessments 
○​ Online polls and quizzes 

●​ Observational techniques 
○​ Teacher observations 
○​ Checklists 

Summative: 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 

Authentic and performance-based tasks such as: 
●​ Final projects 
●​ Written assignments 
●​ Presentations 

 
Alternate Assessments:  

●​ Creative and design tasks 
○​ Create a children's book explaining concept  
○​ Create an infographic 
○​ Museum exhibit 
○​ Design a brochure or pamphlet 



●​ Performance and presentation 
○​ Role-playing and simulations 
○​ Debate 
○​ Skits 
○​ Newscast 
○​ Oral interviews and presentations 

●​ Research and writing projects 
○​ Annotated bibliography 
○​ Reflective journals 
○​ Portfolios 

Materials and Resources: Including supplemental texts and decodable readers 
Discovery Education Techbook, online text program, Google Suite, iCivics, Local events 
Epic leveled social studies readers  
AI for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts  
 
Primary and Secondary Resources  
Tech Book 
Library of Congress  
CommonLit  
I Civics  
NEH-Edsitement 
Smithsonian's History Explorer 
SHEG: www.inquirygroup.org 

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2). 
9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information.  
9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  
9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations.  
9.4.8.IML.5: Analyze and interpret local or public data sets to summarize and effectively communicate the data 
9.4.8.IML.6: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication. 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic audience.   
9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g., 8.2.8.ED.1).  
9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD
http://www.inquirygroup.org


9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently. 
 
2026 Revised Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Information & Media Literacy (9.4.8.IML) 
Curate credible geographic sources. 
Identify distortion in maps or geographic representations. 
Organize geographic data for visualizations. 
Analyze datasets (population, climate, resources). 
Identify subtle messaging in geographic media. 
 
Career Readiness & Innovation (9.4.8.CI) 
Examine challenges in adopting new geographic or environmental ideas. 
 
Key Skills & Competencies (9.4.8) 
·Collaboration, communication, cultural awareness, and ethical reasoning applied to civilizations. 

NJSLS Social Studies Standards: 

Cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments and 
the daily lives of people in both nearby and distant places. 

6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a: Explain how geography influenced the development of 
the political, economic, and cultural centers of each empire as well as the 
empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 

The environmental characteristics of places and production of goods 
influences the spatial patterns of world trade. 

6.2.8.GeoGI.4.a: Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural 
resources presented challenges and opportunities for trade, development, 
and the spread of religion 

Relationships between humans and environments impact spatial patterns 
of settlement and movement 

6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a: Use geographic models to describe how the availability 
of natural resources influenced the development of the political, 
economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and 
provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.GeoPP.3.b: Explain how geography and the availability of natural 
resources led to both the development of classical civilizations and to 
their decline. 

The physical and human characteristics of places and regions are 6.2.8.GeoHE.2.a: Determine the extent to which geography influenced 



connected to human identities and cultures. settlement, the development of trade networks, technological innovations, 
and the sustainability of early river valley civilizations. 

Economic interdependence is impacted by increased specialization and 
trade. 

6.2.8.EconGE.2.a: Explain how technological advancements led to 
greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade, and the 
development of a class system in early river valley civilizations. 

Geospatial technologies and representations help us to make sense of the 
distribution of people, places and environments, and spatial patterns 
across Earth’s surface. 

6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a: Compare and contrast physical and political maps of 
early river valley civilizations and their modern counterparts and 
determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now 
(i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus 
River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern 
China) 

The physical and human characteristics of places and regions are 
connected to human identities and cultures. 

6.2.8.GeoHE.4.b: Use geographic models to determine the impact of 
environmental modifications made by earlier civilizations on the current 
day environmental challenges. 

6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c: Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, 
Africa, Europe, and the Americas influenced their economic 
development and interaction or isolation with other societies. 

The diffusion of ideas and cultural practices are impacted by the 
movement of people and advancements in transportation, 
communication, and technology. 

6.2.8.GeoPP.4.a: Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features 
and location made it the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered 
the spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia. 

6.2.8.GeoPP.4.b: Assess how maritime and overland trade routes 
impacted urbanization, transportation, communication, and the 
development of international trade centers (i.e., the African caravan and 
Silk Road). 

6.2.8.GeoPP.4.c: Use maps to show how the interaction between the 
Islamic world and medieval Europe increased trade, enhanced technology 
innovation and impacted science, thought, and the arts. 

Accommodations and Modifications:  
Specific to this unit:  



 Accommodations and Modifications for SS Unit: Geography and Natural Resources
General List  

 Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qJn_zFtnBBx1IA4uZXFrHCHcbWGam0j9MHMHVhK2lQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing


 

Unit Title: Religions  

Pacing: Ongoing throughout the year. 

Unit Overview:  
Focus will be placed on polytheistic religions of Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, and Ancient India. As well as the monotheistic 
religions of Ancient Rome (Christianity), Ancient Africa (Islam), and Persia (Zoroastrianism).  

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
English Language Arts 

●​ L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking.  
●​ L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
●​ L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, 

including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
●​ RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of 

what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
●​ RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text features such as charts, 

graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

●​ RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and responding to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

●​ RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.  

●​ W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) to 
support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

●​ W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content.  
 

Visual Arts 
●​ Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding. 
●​ Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning. 
●​ Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

Computer Science and Design:  



●​ 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.   

Benchmark:  
Link It  
 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Question and answer 
○​ Classroom discussions 
○​ Questioning 
○​ Think-Pair-Share 

●​ Writing and summarizing 
○​ Exit tickets/slips 
○​ One-minute paper 
○​ KWL charts 
○​ Journals and reflections 

●​ Digital and technology-based assessments 
○​ Online polls and quizzes 

●​ Observational techniques 
○​ Teacher observations 
○​ Checklists 

Summative: 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 

Authentic and performance-based tasks such as: 
●​ Final projects 
●​ Written assignments 
●​ Presentations 

 
Alternate Assessments:  

●​ Creative and design tasks 
○​ Create a children's book explaining concept  
○​ Create an infographic 
○​ Museum exhibit 
○​ Design a brochure or pamphlet 

●​ Performance and presentation 



○​ Role-playing and simulations 
○​ Debate 
○​ Skits 
○​ Newscast 
○​ Oral interviews and presentations 

●​ Research and writing projects 
○​ Annotated bibliography 
○​ Reflective journals 
○​ Portfolios 

Materials and Resources: Including supplemental texts and decodable readers 
Discovery Education Techbook, online text program, Google Suite, iCivics, Local events 
Epic leveled social studies readers  
AI for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts  
 
Primary and Secondary Resources  
Tech Book 
Library of Congress  
CommonLit  
I Civics  
NEH-Edsitement 
Smithsonian's History Explorer 
SHEG: www.inquirygroup.org 

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2). 
9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information.  
9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  
9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations.  
9.4.8.IML.5: Analyze and interpret local or public data sets to summarize and effectively communicate the data 
9.4.8.IML.6: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication. 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic audience.   
9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g., 8.2.8.ED.1).  
9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages.  
9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD
http://www.inquirygroup.org


 
2026 Revised Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Information & Media Literacy (9.4.8.IML) 
Curate credible sources on world religions. 
Identify distortion or bias in religious accounts. 
Organize data for comparing belief systems. 
Analyze datasets (population, spread of religions). 
Identify subtle messaging in religious media. 
 
Career Readiness & Innovation (9.4.8.CI) 
Examine challenges in adopting new religious or philosophical ideas. 
 
Key Skills & Competencies (9.4.8) 
Cultural awareness, ethical reasoning, and respectful communication. 

NJSLS Social Studies Standards:  

Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political, 
cultural, technological, and economic factors. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a: Determine the extent to which religion, economic 
issues, and conflict shaped the values and decisions of the classical 
civilizations. 

Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political, 
cultural, technological, and economic factors. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.b: Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, 
government, and culture in various early river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.c: Explain how the development of written language 
transformed all aspects of life in early river valley civilizations. 

Historical contexts and events shaped and continue to shape people’s 
perspectives. 

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c: Compare and contrast the tenets of various world 
religions that developed in or around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, 
Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 

Political and civil institutions impact all aspects of people’s lives. 6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a: Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers 
used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories with diverse 



populations. 

Accommodations and Modifications:  
Specific to this unit 

 Accommodations and Modifications for SS Unit: Religions
General List  

 Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12feezPlsKD8KdwfFXAnHtSC_2Y2bHUcy2cRawuVt3ns/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing


 

Unit Title: Government, Ruling and Rights  

Pacing: Ongoing throughout the year. 

Unit Overview:  
Students will focus on the origins of democracy (Greece), republic/representative (Rome), monarchy/dynastic succession (Egypt, Africa, and China). 
Additionally, focus will be placed on systems of law and rights (Rome, Mesopotamia, and India)  

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
English Language Arts 

●​ L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking.  
●​ L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
●​ L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, 

including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
●​ RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of 

what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
●​ RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text features such as charts, 

graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

●​ RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and responding to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

●​ RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.  

●​ W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) to 
support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

●​ W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content.  
 

Visual Arts 
●​ Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding. 
●​ Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning. 
●​ Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

Computer Science and Design:  



●​ 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.   

Benchmark:  
Link It  
 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Question and answer 
○​ Classroom discussions 
○​ Questioning 
○​ Think-Pair-Share 

●​ Writing and summarizing 
○​ Exit tickets/slips 
○​ One-minute paper 
○​ KWL charts 
○​ Journals and reflections 

●​ Digital and technology-based assessments 
○​ Online polls and quizzes 

●​ Observational techniques 
○​ Teacher observations 
○​ Checklists 

Summative: 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 

Authentic and performance-based tasks such as: 
●​ Final projects 
●​ Written assignments 
●​ Presentations 

 
Alternate Assessments:  

●​ Creative and design tasks 
○​ Create a children's book explaining concept  
○​ Create an infographic 
○​ Museum exhibit 
○​ Design a brochure or pamphlet 

●​ Performance and presentation 



○​ Role-playing and simulations 
○​ Debate 
○​ Skits 
○​ Newscast 
○​ Oral interviews and presentations 

●​ Research and writing projects 
○​ Annotated bibliography 
○​ Reflective journals 
○​ Portfolios 

Materials and Resources: Including supplemental texts and decodable readers 
Discovery Education Techbook, online text program, Google Suite, iCivics, Local events 
Epic leveled social studies readers  
AI for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts  
 
Primary and Secondary Resources  
Tech Book 
Library of Congress  
CommonLit  
I Civics  
NEH-Edsitement 
Smithsonian's History Explorer 
SHEG: www.inquirygroup.org 

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2). 
9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information.  
9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  
9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations.  
9.4.8.IML.5: Analyze and interpret local or public data sets to summarize and effectively communicate the data 
9.4.8.IML.6: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication. 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic audience.   
9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g., 8.2.8.ED.1).  
9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages.  
9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD
http://www.inquirygroup.org


 
2026 Revised Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Information & Media Literacy (9.4.8.IML) 
Curate credible sources on government systems. 
Identify distortion in political messaging. 
Organize data for comparing governments. 
Analyze datasets (laws, rights, demographics). 
Identify subtle messaging in political media. 
 
Career Readiness & Innovation (9.4.8.CI) 
Examine challenges in adopting new governmental structures. 
 
Key Skills & Competencies (9.4.8) 
Civic reasoning, collaboration, ethical leadership. 

NJSLS Social Studies Standards:  

Perspectives change over time. 6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b: Compare the status of groups in the Ancient World 
to those of people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the 
principles of liberty and equality then and now (i.e., political, economic, 
and social). 

Human rights can be protected or abused in various societies. 6.2.8.CivicsHR.2.a: Determine the role of slavery in the economic and 
social structures of early river valley civilizations. 

Governments have protected and abused human rights (to varying 
degree)s at different times throughout history 

6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities 
of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the political, economic, and 
social structures of classical civilizations. 

Governments have different structures which impact development 
(expansion) and civic participation. 

6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic 
rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic structures) used by the rulers of 
Rome, China, and India to control and unify their expanding empires. 

An individual’s perspective is impacted by their background and 
experiences. 

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a: Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical 
civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and equality. 



Political and civil institutions impact all aspects of people’s lives. 6.2.8.CivicsPI.2.a: Explain how/why different early river valley 
civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal structures 

The principles of the United States government are based on political 
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of earlier governments. 

6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.a: Compare and contrast the American legal system 
with the legal systems of classical civilizations and determine the 
extent to which these early systems influenced our current legal 
system (e.g., Babylonian Code of Hammurabi, Roman Justinian Code, 
Israelite Jewish Law). 

6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.b: Use evidence to describe the impact of Athenian 
democracy and the Roman Republic on the development of the 
United State Constitution. 

Accommodations and Modifications:  
Specific to this Unit 

 Accommodations and Modifications for SS Unit: Government, Ruling and Rights 
General List  

 Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1udX85-PK4iK6MJg-oa3x6m6P1Z2EhukMg-hwuJYK9pA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing


 

Unit Title: Technology Advancements  

Pacing: Ongoing throughout the year. 

Unit Overview:  
Focus will be placed on the major technological achievements of Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Ancient India, Ancient China, Ancient Greece, 
Ancient Rome, and Ancient Africa. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
English Language Arts 

●​ L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking.  
●​ L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
●​ L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, 

including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
●​ RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of 

what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
●​ RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text features such as charts, 

graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

●​ RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and responding to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

●​ RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.  

●​ W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) to 
support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

●​ W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content.  
 

Visual Arts 
●​ Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding. 
●​ Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning. 
●​ Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

Computer Science and Design:  



●​ 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.   

Benchmark:  
Link It  
 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Question and answer 
○​ Classroom discussions 
○​ Questioning 
○​ Think-Pair-Share 

●​ Writing and summarizing 
○​ Exit tickets/slips 
○​ One-minute paper 
○​ KWL charts 
○​ Journals and reflections 

●​ Digital and technology-based assessments 
○​ Online polls and quizzes 

●​ Observational techniques 
○​ Teacher observations 
○​ Checklists 

Summative: 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 

Authentic and performance-based tasks such as: 
●​ Final projects 
●​ Written assignments 
●​ Presentations 

 
Alternate Assessments:  

●​ Creative and design tasks 
○​ Create a children's book explaining concept  
○​ Create an infographic 
○​ Museum exhibit 
○​ Design a brochure or pamphlet 

●​ Performance and presentation 



○​ Role-playing and simulations 
○​ Debate 
○​ Skits 
○​ Newscast 
○​ Oral interviews and presentations 

●​ Research and writing projects 
○​ Annotated bibliography 
○​ Reflective journals 
○​ Portfolios 

Materials and Resources: Including supplemental texts and decodable readers 
Discovery Education Techbook, online text program, Google Suite, iCivics, Local events 
Epic leveled social studies readers  
AI for lowering lexile levels for reading prompts  
 
Primary and Secondary Resources  
Tech Book 
Library of Congress  
CommonLit  
I Civics  
NEH-Edsitement 
Smithsonian's History Explorer 
SHEG: www.inquirygroup.org 

Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2). 
9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information.  
9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  
9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations.  
9.4.8.IML.5: Analyze and interpret local or public data sets to summarize and effectively communicate the data 
9.4.8.IML.6: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication. 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic audience.   
9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g., 8.2.8.ED.1).  
9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages.  
9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=NEH-Edsitement&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Smithsonian%27s+History+Explorer&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1081US1081&oq=free+primary+and+secondary+resources+for+middle+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgDECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyCQgFECEYChigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRifBTIHCAgQIRifBTIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCTEwNzMwajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDrmIpJPEJMF-uMD_rxMgUjcy9MHIuySsi_AtALYbTEMCG0cRPvdUuuwStc503ONqZqKmKBZRokKgRaMWiEcHVnkV9e90-7b9mSYTmF-qv5Tb894dT1noK5QW0BAbARmSo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiki_3_h4GRAxUPD1kFHWJwHEwQgK4QegQIBRAD
http://www.inquirygroup.org


 
2026 Revised Career Awareness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Information & Media Literacy (9.4.8.IML) 
Curate credible sources on technological change. 
Identify distortion in technology-related media. 
Organize data for visualizations (innovation timelines, impacts). 
Analyze datasets (economic, social, environmental impacts). 
Identify subtle messaging in tech media. 
 
Career Readiness & Innovation (9.4.8.CI) 
Examine challenges in adopting new technologies. 
 
Key Skills & Competencies (9.4.8) 
Critical thinking, collaboration, ethical reasoning, and communication 

NJSLS Social Studies Standards:  

Chronological sequencing helps us track events over time as well as 
events that took place at the same time. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of 
the major achievements of the early river valley civilizations over time. 

Chronological sequencing helps us track events over time as well as 
events that took place at the same time. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.d: Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural 
and post-agricultural periods in terms of relative length of time. 

Economic interdependence is impacted by increased specialization 
and trade. 

6.2.8.EconGE.3.a: Explain how classical civilizations used technology 
and innovation to enhance agricultural/ manufacturing output and 
commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban 
areas, and to allow for greater division of labor. 

Economic interdependence is impacted by increased specialization and 
trade. 

6.2.8.GeoGE.2.a: Explain how technological advancements led to 
greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade, and the 
development of a class system in early river valley civilizations. 

Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political, 
cultural, technological, and economic factors. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.a: Describe the influence of the agricultural 
revolution on population growth and the subsequent development of 
civilizations (e.g., the impact of food surplus from farming). 



6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.b: Determine the impact of technological 
advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.c: Describe how the development of both written 
and unwritten languages impacted human understanding, 
development of culture, and social structure. 

Relationships between humans and environments impact spatial 
patterns of settlement and movement. 

6.2.8.GeoPP.1.a: Compare and contrast the social organization, natural 
resources, and land use of early hunters/gatherers and those who lived 
in early agrarian societies. 

 6.2.8.GeoPP.1.b: Use maps to examine the impact of the 
various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers that moved 
from Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas. 

People voluntarily exchange goods and services when all parties 
expect to gain as a result of the trade. 

6.2.8.EconEM.3.a: Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea 
trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange in the 
Mediterranean World and Asia. 

Economic interdependence is impacted by increased specialization and 
trade. 

6.2.8.Econsv.4.a Analyze the immediate and long-term impact on 
China and Europe of the open exchange between Europe and the 
Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty. 

Historians develop arguments using evidence from multiple relevant 
historical sources. 

6.2.8.HistoryCA.2.a: Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of 
various early river valley civilizations and determine whether there was 
a common pattern of growth and decline. 

Historians analyze claims within sources for perspective and validity. 6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of 
the major achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and China over time 

 6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.b: Determine common factors that contributed to 
the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Gupta India, and Han China 

Examining historical sources may answer questions, but it may also lead 
to questions in a spiraling process of inquiry. 

6.2.8.HistorySE.1.a: Explain how archaeological discoveries are 
used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to 
written records. 



Accommodations and Modifications:  
Specific Unit:  

 Accommodations and Modifications for SS Unit:  Technology Advancements 
General List  

 Modifications and Accommodations for IEP, 504, At Risk, G&T and LEP Student

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zNEKqJLaqw4MCWI6gtorrUT7c7l19uk-WZa4QkHk_6U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBu0bLdbMj3mXjjXIsg21N-Dv3EUVQBHeuBD6ezHHCk/edit?usp=sharing
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