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Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 8

Course Description: The Montague Township School English and Language Arts committee has developed a common English Language Arts
curriculum to be implemented at Montague Township School. This curriculum addresses all applicable areas of Speaking & Listening, Writing,
Reading Foundational Skills, Reading Literature, Reading Informational Texts, and Language. All areas are addressed in the content outline and
units of study for each grade level. Each unit is composed of focus New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Reading and Writing to anchor the
skills to be assessed within each unit.

Format/Mapping/Sequence: The format in which the curriculum is written follows the parameters of Understanding by Design. Each course
curriculum document is written as a series of units containing established goals, enduring understandings, essential questions, and the necessary
skills and knowledge a student must attain in a school year. In addition, each document stipulates mentor/anchor texts, required tasks, and
assessments. Teachers are expected to design lessons that will meet the requirements stipulated in this document; however, they are provided
flexibility in how they choose to meet these demands. As well, the order of the units is a suggestion and a teacher may introduce the units as he/she
feels best meets the needs of the class, keeping in mind the scaffolding of skill development suggested.

Pacing: English Language Arts Grade 8 is a required course that meets every day over the course of a school year for an 80 minute Literacy
Block. There are 7 student-centered units, each designating reading, writing, and speaking/listening skills with language skills embedded in
reading and writing activities. Each of the units provides a suggested time frame that falls between 4-8 weeks, taking into consideration the time
needed to differentiate for a variety of learners.

Resources: In each unit, [electronic, print, tactile, etc.] resources are provided. It is the intention that teachers will be able to access the curriculum
document on the district website as well as be able to add to the resources lists periodically throughout the school year. A valuable site that should
be referenced in planning: https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/

Adopted Resources:
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Into Literature, Grade 8
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Ed Digital Platform
LinkIt!

Additional Resources:
CommonLit
Newsela
Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop Level C
Quill
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Pacing Guide: Units over Weeks

Unit 1: 6 weeks

Unit 2: 5 weeks

Unit 3: 6 weeks

Unit 4: 8 weeks

Unit 5: 5 weeks

Unit 6: 4 weeks

Unit 7: 6 weeks
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New Jersey Student Learning

Standards for English Language

Arts (NJSLS), 2023

L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or
speaking.

a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in
particular sentences.

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive

mood.
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.
e. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.
f. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
g. Recognize spelling conventions.

L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and

phrases.
b. Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or

expression.
c. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve

particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a
state contrary to fact).

L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in
a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.
c. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a

word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).
d. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to

find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.
e. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the

inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.VI.8.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context.
b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
c. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or

allusions to other texts.
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d. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions)
(e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support
an analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the
text.
RL.CI.8.2. Determine a theme of a literary text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide
a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RL.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or
plot, how ideas influence individuals or events, or how characters influence ideas or events) across
multiple text types, including across literary and informational texts.
RL.TS.8.4. Compare and contrast the structure of texts, analyzing how the differing structure of each text
contributes to its meaning, tone and style.
RL.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text through the
use of different perspectives of the characters and that of the audience or reader (e.g., created through the
use of dramatic irony).
RL.MF.8.6. Evaluate the choices made (by the authors, directors or actors) when presenting an idea in
different mediums, including the representation/s or various perspectives of a subject or a key scene in
two different artistic mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), as well as what is
emphasized or absent in each work.
RL.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on how the author’s idea in fiction and literary nonfiction texts (e.g.,
practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) is shaped by the author’s
emphasis on different evidence, advancing different interpretations of facts, or fictional portrayal of a
time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period.

RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including
informational text features such as charts, graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of
multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.CI.8.2. Determine a central idea of an informational text and how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how contexts influence individuals or
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events) across multiple text types, including across literary
and informational texts.
RI.TS.8.4. Analyze and explain how an author organizes, develops and presents ideas, establishes a point
of view or builds supporting arguments through text structure.
RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by
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acknowledging and responding to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
RI.MF.8.6. Evaluate the choices made (by the authors, directors, or actors) when presenting an idea in
different mediums and the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively) to address a question or solve a problem.
RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.
RI.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more informational texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and
identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects,
English/Language Arts) to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate
or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and
evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

d. Establish and maintain a formal or academic style, approach, and form.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; and organize ideas, concepts, and
information, using text structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast,
cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aid
in comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and
concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain/grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.
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f. Provide a concluding statement or section (e.g., sentence, part of a paragraph, paragraph, or
multiple paragraphs) that synthesizes the information or explanation presented.

W.NW.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one
time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the
action and convey experiences and events.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.
W.WP.8.4. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out assistance, models,
sources or feedback to improve understanding or refine final products; focusing on how well purpose and
audience have been addressed.
W.WR.8.5. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple
avenues of exploration.
W.SE.8.6. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
W.RW.8.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.PE.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and
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comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their

own views in light of the evidence presented.
SL.II.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
SL.ES.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
SL.PI.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.
SL.UM.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.
SL.AS.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Interdisciplinary

Connections, Career

Readiness/ Life

Literacies, and Key

Skills Practices/

Computer Science and

Design Thinking

✅ Science ✅ Social Science

✅ Earth and Space ✅ History, Culture, and
Perspectives

Life Sciences Geography, People, and the
Environment

Physical Sciences ✅ Economics, Innovation, and
Technology

✅ Civics, Government, and
Human Rights

✅ Technology ✅ Career Readiness, Life
Literacies,and Key Skills

✅ Computer Science (8.1) 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy

✅ Design Thinking (8.2) 9.2 Career Awareness,
Exploration,
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Preparation, and Training

✅ 9.4 Life Literacies and Key
Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices
● Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
● Attend to financial well-being
● Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
● Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
● Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
● Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.
● Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration, and communicate effectively.
● Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Computer Science and Design Thinking
● 8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format.
● 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system,

from the perspective of the user and the producer. 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and
use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues.

● 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time.
● 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies.

Yearly Essential Question How does one's identity contribute to the power one holds in society?

Unit 1: Gadgets and Glitches
6 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Expository/ Informative

NJSLS in Unit: RL.IT.8.3, RL.CI.8.2, RI.CI.8.2, RI.IT.8.3, RI.TS.8.4,
RL.TS.8.4, RL.PP.8.5, L.VI.8.4.a, RI.PP.8.5, RI.AA.8.7, RI.MF.8.6,
RI.TS.8.4, W.WP.8.4, SL.PE.8.1, W.8.3, W.IW.8.2, SL.AS.8.6,
W.AW.8.1, SL.PI.8.4, SL.PE.8.1.c, W.RW.8.7, L.VI.8.4.a, L.VI.8.4.b,
L.VI.8.4.c, L.VI.8.4.d, L.VI.8.4.b, L.SS.8.1.a, L.KL.8.2.c, W.IW.8.2.c,
W.AW.8.1.c, L.SS.8.1.b, L.SS.8.1.d, L.VL.8.3.a, RI.CR.8.1,
RI.CT.8.8, RI.8.10, W.AW.8.1.a–e, W.8.10, SL.ES.8.3, SL.UM.8.5,
W.WR.8.5, W.SE.8.6
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Essential Questions:
● Does technology improve or control our lives?
● What are the positive and negative aspects of both chaos and

order?
● What makes an effective argument?
● How do readers identify the characteristics of science fiction

and dystopian texts?

Enduring Understandings:
● An effective argument must contain an established claim,

clear reasoning, and relevant and sufficient evidence that
addresses and refutes the other position.

● Dystopian and science fiction texts portray characters that are
in an altered world or have been impacted by a significant
event that has changed the environment or their understanding
of life.

● Readers can engage in authentic and deep understandings of
texts through discussion and socratic seminars.

Academic Vocabulary:
commentary, network, occupation, option, speculate, dystopia, claim,
counterclaim, rebuttal, refute

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.CR.8.1, RI.CI.8.2, RI.AA.8.7
Writing:W.AW.8.1 a-e, W.WR.8.5, W.SE.8.6, W.8.9 b

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Dystopian Literature Book Clubs/
Literature Circles (student-selected) List of Options

Summative Assessment: Argument Synthesis Essay: Has society
taken technology/ science/ social media too far? (W.AW.8.1 a-e)

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

SCIENCE FICTION
“The Brave Little Toaster”
By Cory Doctorow

Analyze Plot (RL.IT.8.3)

Analyze Science Fiction
(RL.CI.8.2)

Summarize a Story
(RL.CI.8.2, W.WP.8.4)

Discuss with a Small
Group (SL.PE.8.1)

Create a Comic
(SL.PE.8.1, W.NW.8.3)

• chafe
• retract
• ample
• reintegrate

Context Clues (L.VI.8.4.a)

Participles (L.SS.8.1.a)

INFORMATIONAL
TEXT
“Are Bionic Superhumans
on the Horizon?”
by Ramez Naam

Identify Central Ideas and
Details (RI.CI.8.2)

Analyze Organization
(RI.CI.8.2, RI.IT.8.3,
RI.TS.8.4)

Informative Essay
(W.IW.8.2)

Discuss with a Small
Group (SL.PE.8.1)

• implant
• integrity
• enhancement

Synonyms and Antonyms
(L.VI.8.4.a, L.VI.8.4.b)

Commonly Confused
Words (L.KL.8.2.c,
L.SS.8.1.g)
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Create a Graphic Aid
(SL.PE.8.1, W.WP.8.4)

POEM
“Interflora”
by Susan Hamlyn

Analyze Structure
(RL.TS.8.4)

Analyze Irony (RL.PP.8.5,
L.VI.8.4.a)

Write a Sonnet
(W.WP.8.4)

Present a Sonnet
(SL.AS.8.6)

Design a Virtual Bouquet
(W.WP.8.4)

DYSTOPIAN SHORT
STORY
“Harrison Bergeron” by
Kurt Vonnegut

Analyze Dystopian Fiction
(RL.CI.8.2)

Analyze Irony (RL.PP.8.5,
L.VI.8.4.a)

Socratic Seminar
(SL.PE.8.1., SL.II.8.2.,
SL.ES.8.3., SL.PI.8.4.,
SL.AS.8.6)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE THEMES

SHORT STORY
“There Will Come Soft
Rains”
by Ray Bradbury

Analyze Structure
(RL.TS.8.4)

Analyze Irony (RL.PP.8.5,
L.VI.8.4.a)

POEM
“There Will Come Soft
Rains”
By Sarah Teasdale

Analyze Structure
(RL.TS.8.4)

Analyze Irony (RL.PP.8.5,
L.VI.8.4.a)

COMPARE ARGUMENTS
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Mentor Text
ARGUMENT
“The Automation
Paradox”
by James Bessen

Analyze Claim and
Evidence (RI.PP.8.5,
RI.AA.8.7)

Analyze Graphic Features
(RI.MF.8.6)

Argue It (W.AW.8.1)

Prepare for the Future
(SL.PE.8.1)

Sketchnote W.WP.8.4

• redistribute
• robustly
• expansive
• predominantly
• collaborate

Use a Dictionary
(L.VI.8.4.c, L.VI.8.4.d)

Transitional Words and
Phrases (W.IW.8.2.c,
W.AW.8.1.c)

Mentor Text
ARGUMENT
“Heads Up, Humans”
by Claudia Alarcón

Evaluate Evidence
(RI.PP.8.5, RI.AA.8.7)

Analyze Rhetoric
(RI.PP.8.5, RI.AA.8.7)

Create a Public Service
Announcement
(W.WP.8.4, SL.PI.8.4)

Discuss with a Small
Group (SL.PE.8.1,
SL.PE.8.1.c)

My Future Job
(W.RW.8.7)

• sector
• exotic
• renowned

Use Greek Roots
(L.VI.8.4.b)

Active and Passive Voice
(L.SS.8.1.b, L.SS.8.1.d,
L.VL.8.3.a)

Collaborate & Compare:
COMPARE THEMES RL.IT.8.3, RL.TS.8.4, RL.PP.8.5
COMPARE ARGUMENTS RI.CR.8.1, RI.PP.8.5, RI.AA.8.7, RI.CT.8.8

Independent Reading: (RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, SL.PE.8.1)
Dystopian Book Clubs (student selected)

Required Texts: (All short works) “Are Bionic Superhumans on the Horizon?” (Naam), “The Automation Paradox” (Bessen), “Heads Up,
Humans!” (Alarcón )

Suggested Texts: “The Brave Little Toaster” (Doctorow), “Would You Implant Your Phone in Your Brain?” (Scholastic Scope magazine),
“Examination Day” (Slesar), “There Will Come Soft Rains” (Teasdale), “There Will Come Soft Rains” (Bradbury), “Harrison Bergeron
(Vonnegut)

Summative Assessments:
Synthesis Argument Essay Rubric
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HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Unit 2: The Thrill of Horror
5 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Argument

NJSLS in Unit:
RI.CI.8.2, RL.PP.8.5, RL.IT.8.3, RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8, RL.MF.8.6,
L.VI.8.4.d, W.RW.8.7, SL.PE.8.1, W.AW.8.1, W.NW.8.3.b, SL.AS.8.6,
W.WP.8.4, SL.PE.8.1.c, L.VI.8.4.b, L.VI.8.4.c, L.KL.8.2.a,
L.VL.8.3.a, L.VI.8.4.d, RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, W.IW.8.2.a–f,
W.SE.8.6, W.8.10, W.NW.8.3

Essential Questions:
● Why do we sometimes like to feel frightened?
● How do writers build suspense?
● How does point of view affect a story?
● What differentiates argument writing from other forms of

writing (i.e., informational, expository, narrative,
speculative)?

Enduring Understandings:
● Writers convey a sense of horror/suspense in texts by using

specific literary elements to evoke feelings in the reader.
● A writer’s voice must be passionate and powerful so his/her

message is clearly conveyed and the tone used must be
appropriate to the given topic.

● Point of view (eg. unreliable narrators) can create interest and
allow the reader to engage with the text on a deeper level.

Academic Vocabulary:
predict, technique, foreshadowing, irony, flashback

Focus Standards:
Reading: RL.CR.8.1, RL.CI.8.2, RL8.3
Writing:W.AW.8.1a-e, W.8.9 a

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
All short works.
*PossiblyWe Have Always Lived in the Castle by Shirley Jackson in
future.

Summative Assessment:
Write an literary analysis of how a work reflects the elements of
Gothic literature or the horror genre.
Literary Analysis Essay (W.AW.8.1 a-e)

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

MENTOR
INFORMATIONAL
TEXT:
LITERARY CRITICISM

Analyze Literary Criticism
(RI.CI.8.2)

Paraphrase and

Masters of Horror
(W.RW.8.7)

Discuss with a Small

• intensify
• justify
• parallel

Commas (L.KL.8.2.a)
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“What Is the Horror
Genre?”
by Sharon A. Russell
OR
“Why We Crave Horror
Movies” by Stephen King

Summarize Text
(RI.CI.8.2)

Group (SL.PE.8.1)

Write a Letter (W.AW.8.1)

Use Suffixes (L.VI.8.4.b)

SHORT STORY
“The Tell-Tale Heart”
by Edgar Allan Poe

Analyze Point of View
(RL.PP.8.5)

Analyze Suspense
(RL.IT.8.3, RL.PP.8.5)

Rewrite a Scene (W.8.3.b)

Dramatize a Scene
(SL.AS.8.6)

Find the Tell-Tale Heart
(W.WP.8.4, SL.PE.8.1)

• conceive
• vex
• stifle
• vehemently
• derision
• hypocritical

Use a Dictionary
(L.VI.8.4.c, L.VI.8.4.)

Dashes (RL.IT.8.3,
RL.PP.8.5)

SHORT STORY
“The Feather Pillow” by
Horacio Quiroga

Analyze Point of View
(RL.PP.8.5)

Analyze Suspense
(RL.IT.8.3, RL.PP.8.5)

Analyze Connotation and
Denotation (L.VI.7.4)

Discuss with a Small
Group (SL.PE.8.1)

• furtive
• profound
• inexplicable
• delirium
• crepuscular
• viscous
• vertiginous

Use a Dictionary
(L.VI.8.4.c, L.VI.8.4.)

SHORT STORY
“The Elevator” by
William Sleator

Analyze Point of View
(RL.PP.8.5)

Analyze Suspense
(RL.IT.8.3, RL.PP.8.5)

Research Phobias
(W.WR.7.5.)

• baleful
• audibly
• apprehensive
• ascent
• assurance

Use a Dictionary
(L.VI.8.4.c, L.VI.8.4.)
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SHORT STORY
“The Landlady” by Roald
Dahl

Analyze Suspense
(RL.IT.8.3, RL.PP.8.5)

Analyze Irony (RL.PP.8.5,
L.VI.8.4.a)

Analyze Foreshadowing
(RL.IT.8.3)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE VERSIONS

SHORT STORY
“The Monkey’s Paw”
by W. W. Jacobs

Analyze Themes
(RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8)

Analyze Foreshadowing
(RL.IT.8.3)

Personal Response
(W.WP.8.4)

Share and Discuss Ideas
(SL.PE.8.1, SL.PE.8.1.c)

Your Wish Is My
Command (SL.PE.8.1)

• peril
• condole
• grimace
• credulity
• compensation
• resignation

Latin Roots (L.VI.8.4.b)

Subjunctive Mood
(L.SS.8.1.c, L.VL.8.3.a)

FILM CLIP
from The Monkey’s Paw
by Ricky Lewis Jr.

Analyze Film (RL.MF.8.6) Film Review (W.WP.8.4)

Create a Storyboard
(W.WP.8.4)

Plan an Adaptation
(SL.PE.8.1)

COMPARE VERSIONS

EPIC POEM
from “The Aeneid of
Virgil”
translated by Allen

Analyze Epic Poetry
(L.VI.8.4.d)

Video-Game Storyline
(W.WP.8.4)

Create a Character Profile
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Mandelbaum (W.RW.8.7)

GRAPHIC NOVEL
from Hades: Lord of the
Dead
by George O’Connor

Analyze an Adaptation
(RL.CT.8.8)

Create a Virtual Tour
(W.WP.8.4)

COMPARE VERSIONS

RADIO PLAY
The Hitchhiker
by Lucille Fletcher

Analyze Themes
(RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8)

Analyze Foreshadowing
(RL.IT.8.3)

Analyze Dramatic Irony
(RL.PP.8.5.)

Escape Room
(RL.CR.8.1., RL.CI.8.2.,
RL.PP.8.5.)

FILM CLIP
The Twilight Zone: “The
Hitch-hiker,”
directed by Alvin Ganzer;
teleplay by Rod Serling,
1960 (season 1, episode
16)

Analyze Themes
(RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8)

Analyze Foreshadowing
(RL.IT.8.3)

Analyze Dramatic Irony
(RL.PP.8.5.)

Analyze an Adaptation
(RL.CT.8.8)

Plan an Adaptation
(SL.PE.8.1)

COMPARE VERSIONS

SHORT STORY
“Lamb to the Slaughter”
by Roald Dahl

Analyze Themes
(RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8)

Analyze Foreshadowing

Share and Discuss Ideas
(SL.PE.8.1, SL.PE.8.1.c)

16



Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 8

(RL.IT.8.3)

Analyze Dramatic Irony
(RL.PP.8.5.)

FILM CLIP
Alfred Hitchcock Presents:
“Lamb to the Slaughter,”
directed by Alfred
Hitchcock, 1958 (season
3, episode 28)

Analyze Themes
(RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8)

Analyze Foreshadowing
(RL.IT.8.3)

Analyze Dramatic Irony
(RL.PP.8.5.)

Analyze an Adaptation
(RL.CT.8.8)

Film Review (W.WP.8.4)

Create a Storyboard
(W.WP.8.4)

Plan an Adaptation
(SL.PE.8.1)

Collaborate & Compare:
COMPARE VERSIONS: RL.MF.8.6
COMPARE VERSIONS: L.VI.8.4.d, RL.CT.8.8

Independent Reading: (RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, SL.PE.8.1)

Required Texts: “The Tell-tale Heart” (Poe), “The Monkey’s Paw” (Jacobs)

Optional/ Suggested Texts: “The Landlady” (Roald Dahl), “Lamb to the Slaughter” (Roald Dahl), “The Feather Pillow” (Horacio Quiroga),
“The Black Cat” (Edgar Allan Poe), “The Raven” (Edgar Allan Poe), The Hitchhiker (Lucille Fletcher), “The Hitch-hiker” from The Twilight
Zone (season 1, episode 16), “Why We Crave Horror Movies” (Stephen King),We Have Always Lived in the Castle (Shirley Jackson), “The
Elevator” (William Sleator), “Click-Clack the Rattle-bag” (Neil Gaiman), “Prey” (Richard Matheson)

Summative Assessments:
Literary Analysis Essay ( W.IW.8.2.a–f, W.SE.8.6, W.8.10) Rubric
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)
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Unit 3: Places We Call Home
6 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.IT.8.3, RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8, RI.PP.8.5, RI.MF.8.6, SL.II.8.2,
RI.TS.8.4, W.WP.8.4, SL.AS.8.6, SL.PE.8.1, W.RW.8.7, SL.PE.8.1.c,
L.KL.8.2.a–b, L.SS.8.1.c, L.KL.8.2, L.VI.8.4.a, L.VI.8.4.c–d,
L.VI.8.4.d, RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, W.NW.8.3, W.NW.8.3.a–e, W.8.10,
W.IW.8.2, W.IW.8.2.a, W.IW.8.2.f

Essential Questions:
● What are the places that shape who you are?
● How do critical incidents reveal character?
● How can we tell powerful stories about people’s experiences?
● What intentional choices do writers make and how do these

choices around craft and structure help to convey meaning?

Enduring Understandings:
● People have different versions of home that shape who they

become.
● Critical incidents reveal a character’s dynamic nature.
● Characters are affected and shaped by setting, actions of other

characters, and events and conflicts.

Academic Vocabulary:
contribute, immigrate, reaction, relocate, shifting

Focus Standards:
Reading: RL.CR.8.1, RL.CI.8.2, RL.TS.8.4
Writing:W.NW.8.3 a-e, W.WP.8.4, W.WR.8.5

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Novel in Verse Book Clubs/ Literature Circles List of Options

Summative Assessment:
Create a picture book appropriate for a 1st-2nd grade audience that
reflects a refugee experience.
Narrative Writing (W.NW.8.3 a-e)

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

NOVEL IN VERSE
Inside Out and Back
Again
by Thanhha Lai

Analyze Figurative
Language (L.VI.8.4.)

Analyze Structure
(RL.TS.8.4.)

Analyze Historical Fiction
(RL.CT.8.8.)

Socratic Seminar
(SL.PE.8.1., SL.II.8.2.,
SL.ES.8.3., SL.PI.8.4.,
SL.AS.8.6)
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PICTURE BOOK
Wishes
by Muon Thi Van,
illustrated by Victo Ngai

Determine Theme
(RL.CI.8.2.)

Analyze Structure
(RL.TS.8.4.)

Analyze Historical Fiction
(RL.CT.8.8.)

Write a Book Review
(W.RW.8.7.)

NOVEL EXCERPT
from The Book of
Unknown Americans
by Cristina Henríquez

Analyze Plot (RL.IT.8.3)

Analyze Theme
(RL.CI.8.2)

Get Inside a Character’s
Head (W.8.3.b)

Create a Collage
(W.WP.8.4, SL.AS.8.6)

Perform a Scene
(SL.PE.8.1)

• reminisce
• assure
• ravage
• melodrama
• convene

Use a Dictionary
(L.VI.8.4.c)

Ellipses (L.KL.8.2.a–b)

SHORT STORY
“My Favorite Chaperone”
by Jean Davies Okimoto

Analyze Plot (RL.IT.8.3)

Analyze Character
(RL.IT.8.3)

Summarize a Story
(RL.CI.8.2, W.WP.8.4)

Discuss with a Small
Group (SL.PE.8.1)

Kazakh Culture
(W.RW.8.7)

• sponsor
• stun
• dispatcher
• scuffle
• whimper

Context Clues (L.VI.8.4.a,
L.VI.8.4.c–d)

Imperative Mood
(L.SS.8.1.c)

POEM
“Spirit Walking in the
Tundra”
by Joy Harjo

Analyze Themes
(RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8)

Analyze Imagery
(L.VI.8.4.d)

Poem (W.WP.8.4)

Hold a Debate (SL.PE.8.1)

Alaska Natives
(W.RW.8.7)

POEM
“The Rose that Grew from

Analyze Themes
(RL.CI.8.2, RL.CT.8.8)
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Concrete”
by Tupac Shakur Analyze Imagery

(L.VI.8.4.d)

Analyze Structure
(RL.TS.8.4)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE PURPOSES

DOCUMENTARY
New Immigrants Share
Their Stories
produced by The Working
Group

Evaluate a Documentary
(RI.PP.8.5, RI.MF.8.6,
SL.II.8.2)

Write a Letter (W.WP.8.4)

Discuss with a Small
Group (SL.PE.8.1,
SL.PE.8.1.c)

• eligible
• assimilate
• capitalize
• unrest

Multiple-Meaning Words
(L.VI.8.4.a)

INFORMATIONAL
TEXT “A Common
Bond”
by Brooke Hauser

Analyze Text Elements
(RI.TS.8.4, RI.MF.8.6)

Create an Infographic
(W.WP.8.4)

Semicolons, Colons, and
Parentheses (L.KL.8.2)

Collaborate & Compare:
COMPARE PURPOSES: RI.TS.8.4, RI.PP.8.5, RI.MF.8.6, SL.PE.8.1, SL.PE.8.1.c, SL.II.8.2, SL.AS.8.6

Independent Reading: (RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, SL.PE.8.1)
Novel in Verse Book Clubs/ Literature Circles (student selected)

Required Texts: Inside Out and Back Again (Lai), Wishes (Van), from The Book of Unknown Americans (Henríquez)

Optional/ Suggested Texts: “My Favorite Chaperone” (Okimoto), “Spirit Walking in the Tundra” (Harjo), “The Rose that Grew from Concrete”
(Shakur), New Immigrants Share Their Stories (The Working Group), “A Common Bond” (Hauser)

Summative Assessments:
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Create a picture book appropriate for a 1st-2nd grade audience that reflects a refugee experience ( W.NW.8.3.a–e,W.WP.8.4., W.RW.8.7.)
Rubric
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Unit 4: The Fight for Freedom
8 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Expository/ Informational
Research

NJSLS in Unit:
RI.TS.8.4, RI.PP.8.5, RI.IT.8.3, RI.TS.8.4, RL.CI.8.2, L.VI.8.4.d,
W.WP.8.4, SL.PE.8.1, W.IW.8.2, W.RW.8.7, SL.AS.8.6, W.AW.8.1,
W.AW.8.1.d, SL.PI.8.4, SL.II.8.2, L.VI.8.4.c, L.VI.8.4.a, L.VI.8.4.b,
L.SS.8.1.a, L.SS.8.1.c, L.VL.8.3.a, RL.TS.8.4, RI.MF.8.6, RI.CT.8.8,
SL.PE.8.1.c, RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, W.IW.8.2.a–f, W.WP.8.6, W.8.10,
W.8.3, SL.UM.8.5

Essential Questions:
What will people risk to be free?
How can corruption affect justice and accountability?
How can an individual shape his/her world?
How do writers conduct research?

Enduring Understandings:
● Examining literature from diverse cultures and different time

periods teaches us about the human experience.
● There are multiple sources of information and those selected

depend on the purpose and audience for writing.
● Clear and focused questions help researchers find desired

information.

Academic Vocabulary:
access, civil, demonstrate, document, symbolize, parallelism,
antithesis, alliteration, repetition, anaphora

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.CR.8.1, .8.2, RI.CI.8.2, RI.IT.8.3, RI.CT.8.8
Writing:W.IW.8.2 a-f, W.WR.8.5, W.RW.8.7

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
Killers of the Flower Moon, Adapted for Young Readers by David
Grann OR Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson OR Just
Mercy: Adapted for Young Adults by Bryan Stevenson OR Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor

Summative Assessment:
Informational Research Report: multigenre research essay and
presentation on significant historical time period/ event. (W.IW.8.2 a-f,
W.WR.8.5, W.RW.8.7, SL.PI.8.4, SL.UM.8.5, SL.AS.8.6);
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

AUTOBIOGRAPHY Analyze Autobiography Literary Analysis • commence Infinitives and Infinitive
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from Narrative of the Life
of Frederick Douglass, an
American Slave
by Frederick Douglass

(RI.PP.8.5)

Analyze Structure
(RI.IT.8.3, RI.TS.8.4,
RI.PP.8.5)

(W.WP.8.4)

Discuss with Small Group
SL.PE.8.1)

Create a Graphic
Adaptation (W.WP.8.4)

• apprehension
• prudence
• unabated
• denunciation
• vindication

Connotation and
Denotation (L.VI.8.4.c)

Phrases (L.SS.8.1.a)

HISTORICAL FICTION
“The Drummer Boy of
Shiloh”
by Ray Bradbury

Analyze Setting
(RL.CI.8.2)

Analyze Literary Devices
(L.VI.8.4.d)

Report (W.IW.8.2)

The Battle of Shiloh
(W.RW.8.7)

Dramatize a Scene
(SL.PE.8.1, SL.AS.8.6)

• solemn
• askew
• strewn
• legitimately
• resolute
• muted

Interpret Figures of
Speech (L.VI.8.4.a)

Indicative Mood
(L.SS.8.1.c)

POEM
“O Captain! My Captain!”
by Walt Whitman

Analyze Figurative
Language (L.VI.8.4.d)

Analyze Poetry
(L.VI.8.4.d)

Poem (W.WP.8.4)

Create a Memorial
(SL.PE.8.1)

Give Choral Reading
(SL.PE.8.1, SL.AS.8.6)

BIOGRAPHY
from Harriet Tubman:
Conductor on the
Underground Railroad
by Ann Petry

Analyze Biography
(RI.IT.8.3)

Analyze Word Choice
(RI.PP.8.5)

Speech (W.AW.8.1,
W.AW.8.1.d)

Create a Timeline
(W.WP.8.4, SL.PE.8.1)

Tubman and Douglass
(W.RW.8.7)

• disheveled
• instill
• linger
• sullen
• eloquence
• evoke
• cajole

Use Latin Roots

Conditional Mood
(L.SS.8.1.c, L.8.3.a)
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(L.VI.8.4.b)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE TREATMENTS

POEM
“Not My Bones”
by Marilyn Nelson

Analyze Figurative
Language (L.VI.8.4.d)

Express Ideas Visually
(SL.PI.8.4, SL.AS.8.6)

Recite a Poem (SL.PE.8.1,
SL.II.8.2)

MENTOR TEXT
HISTORY WRITING
from Fortune’s Bones
by Pamela Espeland

Analyze Chronological
Order (RI.IT.8.3,
RI.TS.8.4)

Letter (W.AW.8.1,
W.WP.8.4)

SPEECH
“The Gettysburg Address”
by Abraham Lincoln

Analyze Structure
(RI.IT.8.3, RI.TS.8.4,
RI.AA.8.7)

Analyze Author’s Purpose
(RI.PP.8.5)

Analyze Rhetorical
Devices (L.VL.8.3,
L.VI.8.4, RI.PP.8.5)

Rhetorical Analysis
(L.VL.8.3, L.VI.8.4,
W.WP.8.4)

Discuss with Small Group
(SL.PE.8.1)

SPEECH
“I Have a Dream” by
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Analyze Structure
(RI.IT.8.3, RI.AA.8.7)

Analyze Author’s Purpose
(RI.PP.8.5)

Analyze Rhetorical
Devices (L.VL.8.3,

Rhetorical Analysis
(L.VL.8.3, L.VI.8.4,
W.WP.8.4)

Discuss with Small Group
(SL.PE.8.1)
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L.VI.8.4, RI.PP.8.5)

SPEECH
“Statement on
Assassination of Martin
Luther King, Jr.” by
Robert F. Kennedy

Analyze Structure
(RI.IT.8.3, RI.AA.8.7)

Analyze Author’s Purpose
(RI.PP.8.5)

Analyze Rhetorical
devices (L.VL.8.3,
L.VI.8.4, RI.PP.8.5)

Jigsaw Activity
(RI.AA.8.7.)

Collaborate & Compare:
COMPARE TREATMENTS: RL.TS.8.4, RI.MF.8.6, RI.CT.8.8, SL.PE.8.1, SL.PE.8.1.c

Independent Reading: (RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, SL.PE.8.1)

Required Texts: Excerpt from Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Douglass), “Oh Captain! My Captain!” (Whitman), “The Gettysburg
Address” (Lincoln)

Optional/ Suggested Texts: “The Drummer Boy of Shiloh” (Bradbury), Excerpt from Harriet Tubman: Conductor of the Underground Railroad
(Petry), “Not My Bones” (Nelson), Excerpt from Fortune’s Bones (Espeland), “Bury Me in a Free Land” (Taylor), “I Have a Dream” (King),
“Statement on Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. (Kennedy), Killers of the Flower Moon (Grann), Chasing Lincoln’s Killer (Swanson),
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (Taylor), Just Mercy: Adapted for Young Adults (Stevenson)

Summative Assessments:
Write a Research Report (W.IW.8.2.a–f, W.SE.8.6, W.8.10) Rubric
Give a Research Presentation (SL.PI.8.4, SL.UM.8.5, SL.AS.8.6) Rubric
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Unit 5: Finding Your Path
5 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Argument

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.PP.8.5, RL.IT.8.3, RI.IT.8.3, RI.TS.8.4, RI.PP.8.5, RL.TS.8.4,
RI.AA.8.7, W.WP.8.4, SL.AS.8.6, SL.PE.8.1, W.IW.8.2, W.IW.8.2.b,
W.RW.8.7, W.AW.8.1, SL.PE.8.1.c, L.VI.8.4.a, L.VI.8.4.c, L.VI.8.4.d,
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L.VI.8.4.b, L.VI.8.4.b, L.SS.8.1.a, L.SS.8.1.c, L.SS.8.1.b, L.SS.8.1.d,
L.VL.8.3.a, L.SS.8.1, RI.CT.8.8, SL.PI.8.4, L.VI.8.4.d, RL.CI.8.2,
SL.PE.8.1.c, RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, W.AW.8.1.a-e, W.8.10,
SL.UM.8.5, SL.ES.8.3, W.8.3.a-e

Essential Questions:
● How do the challenges you face today help to shape your

future?
● How do perceptions lead to stereotyping and pressure to

conform?
● How do identifying factors and environment affect characters?

Enduring Understandings:
● Perceptions lead to stereotyping and internal pressure to

conform (peer pressure).
● Power takes different shapes and forms.
● Writers use a variety of strategies (characterization, conflict,

symbolism) to convey a central theme/ idea.

Academic Vocabulary:
debate, deduce, license, sufficient, trend

Focus Standards:
Reading: RL.CR.8.1, RL.CI.8.2, RL.IT.8.3, L.VI.8.4.d, RL.MF.8.6
Writing:W.AW.8.1 a-e, W.WP.8.4, W.WP.8.6

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

Summative Assessment:
Literary Analysis Essay: Identify one theme/ central idea in the text
and analyze how the author's use of one writing strategy/literary
device develops this theme. (W.AW.8.1 a-e);
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

NOVEL
The Outsiders by S.E.
Hinton

Analyze Perspectives
(RL.PP.8.5)

Analyze Characterization
(RL.IT.8.3)

Analyze Theme
(RL.CI.8.2)

Write a Eulogy
(W.WP.8.4)

Socratic Seminar
(SL.PE.8.1., SL.II.8.2.,
SL.ES.8.3., SL.PI.8.4.,
SL.AS.8.6)

SONG Analyze Theme Song Analysis (RL.CI.8.2)
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“Forever Young” by Bob
Dylan

(RL.CI.8.2)

POEM
“Nothing Gold Can Stay”
by Robert Frost

Analyze Extended
Metaphors
(L.VI.8.4.d)

Analyze Figurative
Language (L.VI.8.4.d)

POEM
“We Real Cool” by
Gwendolyn Brooks

Analyze Structure
(RL.TS.8.4)

Analyze Figurative
Language (L.VI.8.4.d)

Write a Poem (W.WP.8.4)

Present a Poem
(SL.AS.8.6)

Discuss as a Small Group
(SL.PE.8.1)

FILM
The Outsiders directed by
Francis Ford Coppola

Analyze a Film
Adaptation (RL.MF.8.6)

Write a Film Review
(W.AW.8.1)

NOVEL EXCERPT
from Bronx Masquerade
by Nikki Grimes

Analyze Perspectives
(RL.PP.8.5)

Analyze Characterization
(RL.IT.8.3)

Write a Poem (W.WP.8.4)

Present a Poem
(SL.AS.8.6)

Discuss as a Small Group
(SL.PE.8.1)

• tirade
• hunker
• snicker
• confide

Use Context Clues
(L.VI.8.4.a, L.VI.8.4.c,
L.VI.8.4.d)

Gerunds (L.SS.8.1.a)

INFORMATIONAL
TEXT
“The Debt We Owe to the
Adolescent Brain”
by Jeanne Miller

Analyze Structure
(RI.IT.8.3, RI.TS.8.4)

Analyze Author’s Purpose
(RI.PP.8.5)

Explanatory Essay
(W.IW.8.2, W.IW.8.2.b,
W.RW.8.7)

Discuss with a Small

• adaptable
• insulate
• deplete
• lethal

Interrogative Mood
(L.SS.8.1.c)
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Group (SL.PE.8.1)

Create an Infographic
(SL.PE.8.1, W.WP.8.4)

Use Reference Materials
(L.VI.8.4.a, L.VI.8.4.c,
L.VI.8.4.d)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE POEMS

POEM
“Hanging Fire”
by Audre Lorde

POEM
“Summer of His
Fourteenth Year”
by Gloria Amescua

Compare Poetic Structure
(RL.TS.8.4)

Literary Analysis
(W.WP.8.4)

Give a Dramatic Reading
(SL.AS.8.6)

Discuss with a Small
Group (SL.PE.8.1)

COMPARE ARGUMENTS

MENTOR TEXT
ARGUMENT
“It’s Complicated: The
Social Lives of Networked
Teens”
by danah boyd

Analyze Claim and
Evidence (RI.AA.8.7)

Identify Counterclaims
(RI.PP.8.5)

Opinion Piece (W.AW.8.1)

Media Messages
(SL.PE.8.1, SL.PE.8.1.c)

Social Media (W.RW.8.7)

• relish
• dynamic
• appease
• intimacy

Context Clues (L.VI.8.4.a,
L.VI.8.4.b)

Shifts in Voice and Mood
(L.SS.8.1.b, L.SS.8.1.d,
L.SS.8.1.c, L.VL.8.3.a)

ARGUMENT
“Outsmart Your
Smartphone”
by Catherine Steiner-

Analyze Structure
(RI.IT.8.3, RI.AA.8.7)

Analyze Rhetorical

Email (W.WP.8.4)

Critique as a Class
(SL.PE.8.1)

• perspective
• stimulant
• deliberate
• inhibited

Parallel Structure
(L.SS.8.1)
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Adair Devices (RI.PP.8.5)
Technology Topics
(W.RW.8.7)

Word Families
(L.VI.8.4.b, L.VI.8.4.b)

Collaborate & Compare:
COMPARE POEMS: RL.TS.8.4, L.VI.8.4.d, RL.CI.8.2, SL.PE.8.1, SL.PI.8.4, SL.PE.8.1.c
COMPARE ARGUMENTS: RI.PP.8.5, RI.AA.8.7, RI.CT.8.8, SL.PE.8.1, SL.PI.8.4, SL.AS.8.6

Independent Reading: (RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, SL.PE.8.1)

Required Texts: The Outsiders (S.E. Hinton), “Nothing Gold Can Stay” (Robert Frost), “We Real Cool” (Gwendolyn Brooks)

Optional/ Suggested Texts: “Forever Young” (Bob Dylan), The Outsiders (dir. Francis Ford Coppola), “Stay Gold” (Stevie Wonder), Bronx
Masquerade (Nikki Grimes), “Hanging Fire” (Audre Lorde), “Summer of His Fourteenth Year” (Gloria Amescua)

Summative Assessments:
Write a Literary Analysis Argument W.AW.8.1.a-e, W.8.10 Rubric
HMH End of Unit Assessment

Unit 6: Test Prep
4 weeks

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.CR.8.1, RL.CI.8.2, RL.IT.8.3, L.VI.8.4.d, RL.TS.8.4, RL.PP.8.5,
RL.MF.8.6, RL.CT.8.8, RI.CR.8.1, RI.CI.8.2, RI.IT.8.3, RI.TS.8.4,
RI.PP.8.5, RI.MF.8.6, RI.AA.8.7, RI.CT.8.8, RI.8.10, W.AW.8.1,
W.IW.8.2, W.8.3, W.WP.8.4, W.SE.8.6, W.RW.8.7, L.SS.8.1, L.KL.8.2,
L.VL.8.3, L.VI.8.4, L.VI.8.4, L.8.6

Essential Questions:
● What are some strategies that I can use to do my best on a

test?
● How can materials be best utilized in order to increase test

scores?

Enduring Understandings:
● Testing strategies can help to alleviate stressful test taking and

improve test scores.
● Close reading, through a variety of techniques, yields deep

understanding of difficult or challenging texts.

Academic Vocabulary:
outlier, distractor, analyze, synthesize

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.CR.8.1, RI.CI.8.2, RI.IT.8.3, RI.PP.8.5
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Writing:W.IW.8.2, W.IW.8.2.a-f, W.RW.8.7

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
All Short Samples/ Texts

Summative Assessment:
Research Simulation Task Item Set and Written Response

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

NJSLA Released Items:
LINK
NJSLA Digital Item
Library: LINK

Test simulation and
evaluation (RL.CR.8.1,
RI.CR.8.1, W.8.10)

Table Team Test Prep
Competition (RL.CR.8.1,
RI.CR.8.1, W.8.10)

Context Clues Daily Oral Language: edit
Mentor Sentences

Independent Reading: (RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, SL.PE.8.1)

Summative Assessments:
NJSLA Research Simulation (RI.CR.8.1, RI.CI.8.2, RI.IT.8.3, RI.PP.8.5, W.IW.8.2, W.IW.8.2.a-f, W.RW.8.7). Rubric

Unit 7: The Legacy of Anne Frank
6 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.IT.8.3, RI.IT.8.3, RI.CR.8.1, RI.TS.8.4, RI.PP.8.5, RI.AA.8.7,
L.VI.8.4.d, W.RW.8.7, W.WP.8.4, W.8.3, W.8.3.b, SL.PE.8.1,
SL.AS.8.6, W.AW.8.1, SL.PE.8.1.c, L.VI.8.4.b, L.VI.8.4.c, L.KL.8.2,
W.IW.8.2.c, W.8.3.c, RL.TS.8.4, RL.CI.8.2, RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1,
W.8.3.a-e, W.SE.8.6

Essential Questions:
● What can we learn from tragic events?
● How can one cope with living in fear?
● What makes a narrative engaging and appropriate for audience

and purpose?
● What writer's craft decisions are necessary for an effective

personal narrative?

Enduring Understandings:
● Multiple perspectives allow us to have a diverse

understanding of the world and the past.
● History is shaped by point of view and facts.
● Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking,

learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression.
● A writer selects a form based on audience and purpose.

Academic Vocabulary: Focus Standards:
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draft, liberation, publish Reading: RI.CR.8.1, RI.CI.8.2, RI.PP.8.5, RI.TS.8.4, RI.MF.8.6,
RI.CT.8.8
Writing:W.IW.8.2 a-f, W.WP.8.4

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank, OR
The Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett
(drama)

Summative Assessment:
Write a Personal Narrative Essay: write a 500-600 word essay about
one of your personal beliefs, in the style of an NPR “This I Believe”
Essay (W.NW.8.3.a-e, W.WP.8.4, W.RW.8.7);
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

DRAMA
The Diary of Anne Frank
by Frances Goodrich and
Albert Hackett

Analyze Drama
(RL.IT.8.3)

(Act I) Create a Timeline
(W.RW.8.7)

Character Analysis
(W.WP.8.4)

(Act II) Start Some Drama
(W.8.3, W.8.3.b,
W.WP.8.4)

Make a Poster (W.WP.8.4)

Dramatize a Relationship
(SL.PE.8.1, SL.AS.8.6)

• conspicuous
• loathe
• indignantly
• ostentatiously
• appalled
• inarticulate

Using Prefixes (L.8.4.b)

Capitalization (L.KL.8.2)

MENTOR TEXT DIARY
from The Diary of a Young
Girl
by Anne Frank

Analyze a Diary
(RI.IT.8.3)

Make Inferences
(RI.CR.8.1)

Diary Entry (W.WP.8.4)

Create a Graphic Novel
(W.WP.8.4)

Discuss with a Partner
(SL.PE.8.1)

• implore
• splendid
• conjecture

Connotations and
Denotations (L.VI.8.4.c)

Transitions (W.IW.8.2.c,
W.8.3.c)
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SPEECH
“After Auschwitz”
by Elie Wiesel

Analyze Appeals
(RI.PP.8.5, RI.AA.8.7)

Analyze Rhetorical
Devices (RI.PP.8.5,
RI.AA.8.7)

Speech (W.AW.8.1)

Make a Poster (W.WP.8.4)

Discuss with a Group
(SL.PE.8.1, SL.PE.8.1.c)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE POEMS

POEM
“There But for the Grace”
by Wisława Szymborska

Analyze Sound Devices
(L.VI.8.4.d)

Analyze Figurative
Language (L.VI.8.4.d)

Literary Analysis
(W.WP.8.4)

Recite a Poem (SL.PE.8.1,
SL.AS.8.6)

Pick a Poet (W.RW.8.7)

POEM
“Days”
by Billy Collins

Analyze Sound Devices
(L.VI.8.4.d)

Analyze Figurative
Language (L.VI.8.4.d)

Literary Analysis
(W.WP.8.4)

Recite a Poem (SL.PE.8.1,
SL.AS.8.6)

Pick a Poet (W.RW.8.7)

FILM
Life is Beautiful directed
by Roberto Benigni

Analyze a Film
(RL.MF.8.6, RL.CT.8.8)

Write a Film Review
(W.AW.8.1)

Collaborate & Compare:
COMPARE POEMS: RL.TS.8.4, L.VI.8.4.d, RL.CI.8.2, SL.PE.8.1

Independent Reading: (RL.CR.8.1, RI.CR.8.1, SL.PE.8.1)
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Required Texts: The Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett OR The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank

Optional/ Suggested Texts: selected PBS Radio Hour: “This I Believe” audio podcasts (https://thisibelieve.org/), “After Auschwitz” (Weisel),
“There But For the Grace” (Szymborska), “Days” (Collins), Life is Beautiful (dir. By Benigni), Last Witnesses, Adapted for Young Adults
(Alexievich)

Summative Assessments:
Write a Personal Narrative (W.8.3.a-e, W.SE.8.6, W.8.10) Rubric
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)
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Appendix

Standards in Action
Montague Township School District believes in offering an interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning because students are
able to make connections and relationships by bringing together separate content disciplines, skills and knowledge around common
themes, issues, or problems. The NJ Department of Education mandates the following be identified as areas of study beneficial to
integration into all grade levels and content areas.

Please click the hyperlink for further information on each area:

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Climate Change Education
Contributions of Disabled and LGBT Individuals
Holocaust Education
Amistad Commission
Social and Emotional Learning
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Asian American Pacific Islander
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/109e9C9ZjNf2QujDUQVpjS0Dr-XaEjhn2qMphKx8mURs/edit?usp=sharing
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Types of Assessments
Students will be assessed across the units and year in a variety of ways. The link below indicates resources for developing assessments and
general examples of assessments that teachers may utilize across all of the content areas.

Formative, Summative, Alternative, and Benchmark Assessments

Accommodations & Modifications for Special Education, ELL, G&T, 504
Plans and At Risk:

Modifications and Accommodations
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