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Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 6

Course Description: The Montague Township School English and Language Arts committee has developed a common English Language Arts
curriculum to be implemented at Montague Township School. This curriculum addresses all areas of Speaking & Listening, Writing, Reading
Foundational Skills, Reading Literature, Reading Informational Texts, and Language. All areas are addressed in the content outline and units of
study for each grade level. Each unit is composed of focus New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Reading and Writing to anchor the skills to
be assessed within each unit.

Format/Mapping/Sequence: The format in which the curriculum is written follows the parameters of Understanding by Design. Each course
curriculum document is written as a series of units containing established goals, enduring understandings, essential questions, and the necessary
skills and knowledge a student must attain in a school year. In addition, each document stipulates mentor/anchor texts, required tasks, and
assessments. Teachers are expected to design lessons that will meet the requirements stipulated in this document; however, they are provided
flexibility in how they choose to meet these demands. As well, the order of the units is a suggestion and a teacher may introduce the units as he/she
feels best meets the needs of the class, keeping in mind the scaffolding of skill development suggested.

Pacing: English Language Arts Grade 6 is a required course that meets every day over the course of a year for an 80 minute Literacy Block. There
are 7 student-centered units, each designating reading, writing, and speaking/listening skills with language skills embedded in reading and writing
activities. Each of the units provides a suggested time frame that falls between 4-8 weeks, taking into consideration the time needed to differentiate
for a variety of learners.

Resources: In each unit, [electronic, print, tactile, etc.] resources are provided. It is the intention that teachers will be able to access the curriculum
document on the district website as well as be able to add to the resources lists periodically throughout the school year. A valuable site that should
be referenced in planning: https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/

Adopted Resources:
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Into Literature, Grade 6
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Ed Digital Platform
LinkIt!

Additional Resources:
CommonLit
Newsela
Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop Level A
Quill
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Pacing Guide: Units over Weeks

Unit 1: 6 weeks

Unit 2: 5 weeks

Unit 3: 5 weeks

Unit 4: 6 weeks

Unit 5: 8 weeks

Unit 6: 4 weeks

Unit 7: 6 weeks

New Jersey Student Learning

Standards for English Language

Arts (NJSLS)

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well
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as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning

and tone.

RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

RL.6.6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to

or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and

“hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

RL.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context,

and background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems;

historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.

RL.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and

poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details;

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.

RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.

RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed

in the text.

RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually,

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that

are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context,

and background knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a

memoir written by and a biography on the same person).

RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level
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text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.

W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

A. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.

B. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and

demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.

W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,

definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,

headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension.

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other

information and examples.

C. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation

presented.

W.6.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences,

events, and/or characters.

C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts

from one time frame or setting to another.

D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey

experiences and events.

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing

types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
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as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to

interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to

type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.6.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and

refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.

W.6.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the

credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while

avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.

W.6.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and

research.

A. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different

forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their

approaches to similar themes and topics”).

B. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the

argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and

evidence from claims that are not”).

W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,

metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or

two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas

and expressing their own clearly.

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on

that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas

under discussion.

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual

roles as needed.

C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that

contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

D. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives

through reflection and paraphrasing.

SL.6.2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,

quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
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SL.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are

supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

SL.6.4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions,

facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g.,

eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation).

SL.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual

displays in presentations to clarify information.

SL.6.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal

English when indicated or appropriate.

L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when

writing or speaking.

A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive).

B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).

C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.

D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).

E. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking,

and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language.

L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,

punctuation, and spelling when writing.

A. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical

elements.

B. Spell correctly.

L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or

listening.

A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.

B. Maintain consistency in style and tone.

L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or

function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a

word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible).

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,

to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of

speech.
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D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking

the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.

B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category)

to better understand each of the words.

C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations

(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).

L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important

to comprehension or expression.

Interdisciplinary

Connections, Career

Readiness/ Life

Literacies, and Key

Skills Practices/

Computer Science and

Design Thinking

✅ Science ✅ Social Science

Earth and Space ✅ History, Culture, and
Perspectives

✅ Life Sciences ✅ Geography, People, and the
Environment

Physical Sciences ✅ Economics, Innovation, and
Technology

✅ Civics, Government, and
Human Rights

✅ Technology ✅ Career Readiness, Life
Literacies,and Key Skills

✅ Computer Science (8.1) 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy

✅ Design Thinking (8.2) ✅ 9.2 Career Awareness,
Exploration,
Preparation, and Training
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✅ 9.4 Life Literacies and Key
Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices
● Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
● Attend to financial well-being
● Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
● Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
● Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
● Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.
● Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration, and communicate effectively.
● Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Computer Science and Design Thinking
● 8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format.
● 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system,

from the perspective of the user and the producer. 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and
use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues.

● 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time.
● 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies.

Yearly Essential Question Which is more powerful: fear or hope?

Unit 1: Discovering Your Voice
Reading Informational/ Writing Argument
6 weeks

NJSLS in Unit 1: RI.6.6, RI.6.3, RI.6.10, W.6.2e, W.6.3b, W.6.7,
RI.6.2, RI.6.5, SL.6.2, L.6.4c, L.6.2a, RI.6.4, W.6.9b, SL.6.1a, L.6.4b,
L.6.1c, RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RL.6.6, RL.6.1, W.6.9e, SL.6.6, RI.6.8,
W.6.1a, W.6.1b, SL.6.4, SL.6.3, L.6.4a, L.6.4d, L.6.2b, RI.6.8, W.6.8,
SL.6.1c, SL.6.1b, RL 6.10, W.6.1c. W.6.1d, W.6.1e, W.6.3, SL.6.5

Essential Questions:
● What are the ways you can make yourself heard?
● Is it more important to feel safe or have freedom of choice?
● What comprises an effective argument?

Enduring Understandings:
● Societal structure has the power to promote or limit freedom,

choice, and desire.
● Effective arguments are centered around a clearly stated

claim.
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● Evidence must be relevant to be purposeful and supportive.

Academic Vocabulary:
appropriate, authority, consequence, element, justify

Focus Standards:
Reading:
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed
through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples
or anecdotes).
Writing:
W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and
relevant evidence.
A. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.
B. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or
text.
C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among
claim(s) and reasons.
D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and
form.
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the
argument presented.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
The Giver, Lois Lowry

Summative Assessment:
Write an Argument
HMH Unit Test

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

NOVEL
The Giver

Text-dependent Questions
(RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.3,

Speed Discussion (SL.6.1,
SL.6.2, SL.6.3)
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by Lois Lowry RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RL.6.7)
Mock Ceremony of 12
(W.6.1)

MEMOIR IN VERSE
from Brown Girl
Dreaming
by Jacqueline Woodson

Analyze Text Structure
and Purpose RI.6.6, RI.6.3

Analyze a Memoir RI.6.10

Describe a Connection
W.6.2e

Compose and Present a
Biographical Poem
W.6.3b

Who’s Jacqueline
Woodson? W.6.7

INFORMATIONAL
TEXT
from Selfie: The Changing
Face of Self-Portraits
by Susie Brooks

Analyze Informational
Texts RI.6.3, RI.6.2

Analyze Print and Graphic
Features RI.6.5

So What Did It Mean?
RI.6.2

Post Those “Selfies”
SL.6.2

Learn More About the
Artist W.6.7

• reflection
• haughty
• span
• prim
Connotations and
Denotations L.6.4c

Commas and Sentence
Variety L.6.2a

HUMOR
“What’s so Funny, Mr.
Scieszka?”
by Jon Scieszka

Analyze Author’s Use of
Language RI.6.4

Determine Author’s
Purpose and Point of View
RI.6.6, RI.6.3

Analyze Author’s Purpose
and Point of View W.6.9b

Explain the Steps for
Telling a Joke SL.6.1a

Watch That Mouth,
Friend! W.6.7

• apology
• history
• terror

Word Origins L.6.4b

Pronouns L.6.1c

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE POEMS
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POEM
“A Voice”
by Pat Mora

POEM
“Words Like Freedom”
by Langston Hughes

Analyze Figurative
Language RL.6.4, RL.6.5

Make Inferences About
Tone and Speaker RL.6.6,
RL.6.1

Characterize the Speaker
W.6.9e

Discuss and Analyze
Figurative Language
SL.6.1a, SL.6.6

Investigate the Harlem
Renaissance W.6.7

COMPARE ARGUMENTS

ARGUMENT
“Better Than Words: Say
It With a Selfie”
by Gloria Chang

ARGUMENT
“OMG, Not Another
Selfie!”
by Shermakaye Bass

Trace and Evaluate an
Argument RI.6.8, RI.6.3

Determine an Author’s
Purpose RI.6.6, RI.6.5

Compose an Argument
W.6.1a, W.6.1b

Create and Present “The
Perfect Selfie” SL.6.4,
SL.6.3

Put That Phone Away,
Please! W.6.7

• saturated
• Indulgent
• narcissist
• intimacy
• eternity

Context Clues L.6.4a,
L.6.4d

Spell Commonly
Confused Words Correctly
L.6.2b

Collaborate & Compare: ( RI.6.8, RI.6.2, RI.6.3, W.6.8, SL.6.1c, SL.6.1b )

Independent Reading: (RL.6.10, RI.6.10)

Required Texts: from Selfie: The Changing Face of Self-Portraits by Susie Brooks; “Better Than Words: Say It With a Selfie” by Gloria
Chang; “OMG, Not Another Selfie!” by Shermakaye Bass

Suggested Texts: The Giver by Lois Lowry; “What’s so Funny, Mr. Scieszka?” by Jon Scieszka; “A Voice” by Pat Mora; “Words Like
Freedom” by Langston Hughes

Summative Assessments:
Write an argument. (W.6.3a-e) Rubric
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

12

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ETQEKRh2_r2adNaucdwSbs_vKaiWvJy8R2Yff5l1r3A/edit?usp=sharing


Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 6

Unit 2: Never Give Up
Reading Informational / Writing Narrative
5 weeks

NJSLS in Unit:
RI.6.2, RI.6.5, RI.6.3, W.6.1.a, W.6.1.d, W.6.1.e, SL.6.1.b, W.6.7,
L.6.4.b, L.6.4.c, L.6.1.e, RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RL.6.1, RL.6.2, W.6.4,
SL.6.5, SL.6.6, W.6.8, RL.6.3, RL.6.5, W.6.2.a, W.6.2.b, W.6.2.f,
SL.6.1.c, SL.6.1.d, W.6.9.a, L.6.2.a, L.6.3.a, SL.6.1.a, RL.6.9,
RL.6.10, RI.6.10, W.6.3, W.6.3.a, W.6.3.b, W.6.3.c, W.6.3.d,W.6.3.e,
W.6.6, SL.6.4, SL.6.6, W.6.2

Essential Questions:
● What keeps people from giving up?
● How do individuals survive in challenging environments?
● How do various perspectives about the same topic build our

understanding?
● Why do writers adhere to mechanics, usage, and grammatical

standards in their work?

Enduring Understandings:
● Individual survival in challenging environments requires both

physical and emotional resources.
● Using informational text about a historical time, place, or

person enriches our understanding of a fictional portrayal of
the same time period or events.

● Written communication and proper grammar mechanics
promote fluency of communication.

Academic Vocabulary:
achieve, individual, instance, outcome, principle

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.6.1, RI.6.2
Writing:W.6.3

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the
World (Young Readers Edition), Malala Yousafzai

Summative Assessment:
Write a Personal Narrative
Unit Test

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

MENTOR NARRATIVE
NONFICTION TEXT:
MEMOIR
“A Schoolgirl’s Diary”
from I Am Malala by
Malala Yousafzai with
Patricia McCormick

Analyze Features of
Informational Texts
(RI.6.2, RI.6.5)

Generate Questions
(RI.6.3)

Let Them Know What
You Think (W.6.1.a,
W.6.1.d, W.6.1.e)

School’s Out! (SL.6.1.b,
W.6.1.d)

• debate
• edict
• defy
• pseudonym
• anonymous

Greek and Latin Roots

Capitalization (L.6.1.e)
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What Happens Next?
(W.6.7)

(L.6.4.b, L.6.4.c)

POEM
“Speech to the Young:
Speech to the
Progress-Toward” by
Gwendolyn Brooks

Analyze Poetic Forms
(RL.6.4, RL.6.5)

Make Inferences About
Theme (RL.6.1, RL.6.2)

A “Speech” for Someone
Who Needs It

Video Interpretation
(W.6.4, SL.6.5, SL.6.6)

“You Will Be Right”
(W.6.7, W.6.8)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE TIME PERIODS

SHORT STORY
“The First Day of School”
by R.V. Cassill

Analyze Plot and
Character (RL.6.3)

Analyze Setting (RL.6.5)

There’s Something About
John (W.6.2.a, W.6.2.b,
W.6.2.f)

Compare and Contrast
Experiences (SL.6.1.c,
SL.6.1.b, SL.6.1.d,
W.6.9.a)

How Have Schools
Changed? (W.6.7, W.6.8)

• resentment
• lament
• stealthily
• linger
• serene
• poised

Thesaurus (L.6.4.c)

Sentence Patterns (L.6.2.a,
L.6.3.a)

GRAPHIC NOVEL
from New Kid
by Jerry Craft, color by
Jim Callahan

Analyze Plot and
Character (RL.6.3)

Analyze Setting and
Theme (RL.6.5)

Analyze the Characters
(RL.6.3,W.6.7, W.6.9.a)

Roundtable (SL.6.6)

A Vlog for the New Kids
(SL.6.1.a)
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Collaborate & Compare:
Compare Characters and People RL.7.3, RI.7.9, SL.7.6, SL.7.1.a–d, W.7.8

Independent Reading: (RL.6.10, RI.6.10)
Narrative Nonfiction Book Clubs/ Literature Circles

Required Texts: “A Schoolgirl’s Diary” from I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai with Patricia McCormick; “Speech to the Young: Speech to
the Progress-Toward” by Gwendolyn Brooks

Suggested Texts: I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World (Young Readers Edition), Malala Yousafzai;
“The First Day of School” by R.V. Cassill; New Kid by Jerry Craft; Free Lunch by Rex Ogle; Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural
Revolution by Ji-li Jiang;

Summative Assessments:
Write a Personal (Nonfiction) Narrative Essay (W.7.3.a–3) Rubric
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Unit 3: Finding Courage
Reading Literature/ Writing Expository
5 weeks

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.6.3, RL.6.5, W.6.2.e, SL.6.5, L.6.3.b, W.6.1.a–b, W.6.1.e , SL.6.6,
L.6.4.c, L.6.4.d, L.6.1.e, RL.6.6, RL.6.7, W.6.3, RI.6.2, RI.6.3, RI.6.5,
RI.6.1, W.6.9.b, W.6.2.b, W.6.7, L.6.4.b, L.6.2.a, L.6.1.e, RI.6.6,
RI.6.7, SL.6.2, W.6.7, SL.6.4, RI.6.4, W.6.9.a, W.6.8, L.6.3.a, RL.6.1,
SL.6.1.a, L.6.4.a, SL.6.1.c, SL.6.1.d, SL.6.1.b, W.6.2.c, RL.6.10,
RI.6.10, W.6.2, W.6.2.a–f, W.6.10, SL.6.4, W.6.6, W.6.3, SL.6.5

Essential Questions:
● How do you find courage in the face of fear?

Enduring Understandings:
●

Academic Vocabulary:
evident, factor, indicate, similar, specific

Focus Standards:
RL.6.1, RL.6.5. RL.6.6, RL.6.7, W.6.2a-f

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

Summative Assessment:
Expository Essay
Unit Test
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Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

NOVEL
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

Text-dependent Questions
(R.L.6.1, R.L.6.2, R.L.6.3,
R.L.6.4, R.L.6.5)

Write an expository “How
to Guide” (W.6.1)

Create a map (R.L.6.1)

NOVEL
from The Breadwinner
by Deborah Ellis

Analyze Character and
Plot (RL.6.3)

Analyze Character and
Setting (RL.6.5)

Explain Parvana to a
Friend (W.6.2.e)

Compare Media (SL.6.5,
L.6.3.b)

Give a Multimedia
Presentation (W.6.1.a–b,
W.6.1.e , SL.6.6)

• solution
• responsibility
• stammer
• fume

Parts of Speech (L.6.4.c,
L.6.4.d)

Capitalization of Proper
Nouns (L.6.1.e)

POEM
“Life Doesn’t Frighten
Me”
by Maya Angelou

Explain Speaker (RL.6.6)

Analyze Structure:
Repetition and Refrain
(RL.6.5)

Compose a Lyric Poem
(SL.6.6)

Present a Poem (RL.6.7)

Compare and Contrast
Versions of a Poem (W.6.3
SL.6.1.a)

MENTOR TEXT
INFORMATIONAL
TEXT
“Fears and Phobias”
by kidshealth.org

Analyze Structure
(RI.6.2, RI.6.3, RI.6.5)

Cite Evidence (RI.6.1)

Fears vs. Phobias
(W.6.9.b)

Overcoming Fear
(SL.6.1.a,W.6.2.b)

Overcome Phobias (W.6.7,

• activate
• trigger
• turbulence
• immaturity

Prefixes That Mean “Not”
(L.6.4.b, L.6.4.c)

Dashes (L.6.2.a, L.6.1.e)
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SL.6.6)

VIDEO
Wired for Fear
by the California Science
Center

Analyze Media (RI.6.5,
RI.6.6)

Integrate Information
(RI.6.7, SL.6.2)

Produce a Podcast
(W.6.2.b,W.6.9.b)

Discover the Power of
Fear (W.6.7, SL.6.4)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE ACROSS GENRES

INFORMATIONAL
TEXT
“Embarrassed? Blame
Your Brain”
by Jennifer Connor-Smith

Analyze Structure
(RI.6.3, RI.6.4)

Determine Meanings
(RI.6.5)

Report on Research
(W.6.9.a)

Driven by Fear
(W.6.7,SL.6.1.a, SL.6.6)

Advertise a Service
(W.6.8)

• essential
• amplify
• generate
• humiliation

Synonyms and Antonyms
(L.6.4.c)

Commas (L.6.2.a, L.6.3.a)

SHORT STORY
“The Ravine”
by Graham Salisbury

Analyze Character
(RL.6.3)

Make Inferences (RL.6.1,
RL.6.5)

Compare and Contrast
(W.6.9.a)

Coward or Hero?
(SL.6.1.a)

Investigate Hawaiian
Sports (W.6.7, W.6.8,
SL.6.6)

• murky
• rivulet
• cascade
• precipice

Context Clues (L.6.4.a,
L.6.4.d)

Varying Sentence Patterns
(L.6.2.a, L.6.3.a)

Collaborate & Compare:
Compare Across Genres: RL.6.1, RL.6.3, RL.6.5
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Conduct Research: W.6.2, W.6.7, W.6.8

Independent Reading: (RL.6.10, RI.6.10)

Required Texts: “Fears and Phobias” by kidshealth.org

Suggested Texts: Hatchet by Gary Paulsen; The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis; “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me” by Maya Angelou; “Embarrassed?
Blame Your Brain” by Jennifer Connor-Smith; “The Ravine” by Graham Salisbury

Summative Assessments:
Write an Expository Essay (W.6.2,W.6.2a–f, W.6.10) Rubric
HMH End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Unit 4: Through an Animal’s Eyes
Reading Literature/ Writing Argument
6 weeks

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.6.5, RL.6.4, RL.6.6, W.6.3.d, W.6.3.b, SL.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.7,
L.6.4.b, L.6.2.a, L.6.3.a, RL.6.1, RL.6.2, SL.6.5, W.6.2, W.6.9, SL.6.1,
L.6.1.e, RI.6.3, RI.6.5, RI.6.2, W.6.2.b, W.6.2.c, L.6.1.a, L.6.1.c,
SL.6.1.a, SL.6.1.d, RL.6.9, W.6.9.a, SL.6.4, RI.6.8, L.6.4.c, L.6.2.b,
SL.6.1.b,SL.6.1.c, SL.6.3, W.6.1, W.6.1.a–e, W.6.10, RL.6.10,
RI.6.10, SL.6.6

Essential Questions:
● What can you learn from seeing the world through an animal’s

eyes?

Enduring Understandings:
●

Academic Vocabulary:
benefit, distinct, environment, illustrate, respond

Focus Standards:

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
Pax by Sara Pennypacker

Summative Assessment:
Literary Analysis Essay (analyze common theme)
Unit Test

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar
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NOVEL
from Pax
by Sara Pennypacker

Analyze Point of View
(RL.6.5)

Analyze Word Choice
(RL.6.4, RL.6.6)

Write a Story (W.6.3.d)

Caring and Responsibility
(W.6.3.b,SL.6.5)

People and Pets (W.6.6,
W.6.7)

• sensitive
• anxiety
• injury
• displease

Greek and Latin Roots
(L.6.4.b)

Complex Sentences
(L.6.2.a, L.6.3.a)

SHORT STORY
“Zoo”
by Edward Hoch

Infer Theme (RL.6.1,
RL.6.2)

Analyze Point of View
(RL.6.5, RL.6.6)

What’s the Point? (W.6.7)

Get Ready to Film
(SL.6.5)

Such Different Points of
View (W.6.2, W.6.9,
SL.6.1)

• interplanetary
• constantly
• microphone
• embrace

Greek Roots (L.6.4.b)

Verb Tenses (L.6.1.e)

INFORMATIONAL
TEXT
from Animal Snoops: the
Wondrous World of
Wildlife Spies
by Peter Christie

Analyze Text Structure
(RI.6.3, RI.6.5)

Analyze Central Ideas
(RI.6.2)

Field Research (W.6.2.b,
W.6.2.c, W.6.7)

Just How Smart Are
They? (SL.6.1.b,SL.6.1.c)

Learn a Little More
(W.6.7)

• eavesdrop
• foil
• predator
• stake
• intercept

Latin Roots (L.6.4.b)

Pronouns (L.6.1.a,
L.6.1.c)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE THEMES

POEM
“Animal Wisdom”
by Nancy Wood

Analyze Personification
and Imagery (RL.6.4)

Paraphrase (RL.6.2)

Views of Wildlife
(SL.6.1,SL.6.1.a,SL.6.1.d)

What Did You See? Hear?
Feel? (RL.6.4)
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Discover the Truth About
Wolves (W.6.7)

POEM
“The Last Wolf”
by Mary TallMountain

EVALUATE AND COMPARE ARGUMENTS

Mentor Text
ARGUMENT
“Wild Animals Aren’t
Pets”
by USA TODAY

Analyze Arguments
(RI.6.2)

Evaluate Arguments
(RI.6.3, RI.6.5, RI.6.8)

Take a Stand (W.6.1.b)

Create a PSA (W.6.1.a)

Do You Really Want One?
(W.6.7)

• exotic
• dictate
• exempt
• regulate

Word Origins (L.6.4.c)

The Correct Word
(L.6.2.b)

Mentor Text
ARGUMENT
“Let People Own Exotic
Animals”
by Zuzana Kukol

Collaborate & Compare:
Compare Themes: RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.9
Collaborate and Present W.6.9.a, SL.6.4
Evaluate and Compare Arguments: RI.6.2, RI.6.3, RI.6.5, RI.6.8
Research and Debate: SL.6.1.a,SL.6.1.b,SL.6.1.c, SL.6.1.d, SL.6.3

Independent Reading: (RL.6.10, RI.6.10)

Required Texts: Pax by Sara Pennypacker; “Wild Animals Aren’t Pets” by USA TODAY; “Let People Own Exotic Animals” by Zuzana
Kukol

Suggested Texts: “Zoo” by Edward Hoch; Animal Snoops: the Wondrous World of Wildlife Spies by Peter Christie; “Animal Wisdom” by
Nancy Wood; “The Last Wolf” by Mary TallMountain;

Summative Assessments:
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Literary Analysis Essay W.6.1, W.6.1.a–e, W.6.6, W.6.10 Rubric
End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Unit 5: Surviving the Unthinkable
Reading Literature/ Writing Expository Research
8 weeks

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.6.6, RL.6.3, W.6.9.a, SL.6.6, W.6.7, L.6.4.d, L.6.4.a, L.6.3.a,
RI.6.7, RI.6.9, RI.6.2, W.6.8, RI.6.3, RI.6.6, RI.6.4, RI.6.5, W.6.6,
L.6.2.a, RL.6.5, RL.6.4, W.6.10, W.6.3b, SL.6.1.a, L.6.1.b, L.6.1.a,
RL.6.9, RL.6.9.a, RL.6.2, SL.6.6, RL.6.10, RI.6.10, W.6.2, W.6.4

Essential Questions:
● What does it take to be a survivor?

Enduring Understandings:
●

Academic Vocabulary:
circumstance, constraint, impact, injure, significant

Focus Standards:

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
Historical Fiction Book Clubs/ Literature Circles (basis of expository
research essay)

Summative Assessment:
Write an Expository Research Essay
Unit Test

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

NOVEL
from A Long Walk to
Water
by Linda Sue Park

Analyze Setting and
Character (RL.6.6,
RL.6.3)

Analyze Structure

Salva and the Setting
(W.6.9.a)

Rising to the Challenge
(SL.6.6)

Water for South Sudan
(W.6.7)

• veer
• hesitate
• collapse
• scurry
• shoulder

Vocabulary Resources
(L.6.4.d, L.6.4.a)

Prepositions and
Prepositional Phrases
(L.6.3.a)

INFORMATIONAL
TEXT

Text-dependent Questions
(RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.3,
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“Sudanese Tribes
Confront Modern War”
by Karl Vick LINK

RI.6.4, RI.6.5, L.6.4)
LINK

DOCUMENTARY
Salva’s Story
by POVRoseMedia

Integrate Information from
Media (RI.6.7, RI.6.9)

Summary Timeline
(RI.6.2, W.6.8)

Compare and Contrast
Presentation of Events
(RI.6.7)

The Lost Boys (W.6.7)

DOCUMENTARY
God Grew Tired of Us
by Silvernitrate, National
Geographic Films

Analyze a documentary
(RI.6.3, RI.6.7, RI.6.9)

Film Study (W.6.2)

MENTOR TEXT
MEMOIR
“Into the Lifeboat” from
Titanic Survivor
by Violet Jessop

Determine Author’s
Purpose and Point of View
(RI.6.3, RI.6.6)

Determine Meaning of
Words and Phrases
(RI.6.4, RI.6.5)

Posts from the Deck
(W.6.8)

Present Your Ideas (W.6.6)

Other Survivors (W.6.7)

• reluctance
• reassure
• fascinate
• unrestrainedly
• agonizing

Context Clues (L.6.4.d,
L.6.4.a)

Commas (L.6.2.a, L.6.3.a)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE ACROSS GENRES

POEM
from “After the
Hurricane”
by Rita Williams-Garcia

Analyze Free Verse
(RL.6.5, RL.6.4)

Analyze Figurative
Language (RL.6.4)

Write a Poem (W.6.10)

What Went Right?

Responders
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NOVEL
from Ninth Ward
by Jewell Parker Rhodes

Analyze Setting (RL.6.5)

Analyze Language
(RL.6.4)

Texts from a Rooftop
(W.6.3b, W.6.8)

Create a Poster (SL.6.1.a)

Discover the Ninth Ward
(W.6.7, L.6.4.d)

• fortitude
• endure
• horizon
• angular
• focus

Context Clues (L.6.4.d,
L.6.4.a)

Pronouns (L.6.1.b,
L.6.1.a)

Collaborate & Compare:
COMPARE ACROSS GENRES: RL.6.9, RL.6.9.a, RL.6.2
COLLABORATE AND RESEARCH: SL.6.6, SL.6.1.a

Independent Reading: (RL.6.10, RI.6.10)
Historical Fiction Book Clubs/ Literature Circles

Required Texts: A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park; “Sudanese Tribes Confront Modern War” by Karl Vick; “Into the Lifeboat” from
Titanic Survivor by Violet Jessop

Suggested Texts: from “After the Hurricane” by Rita Williams-Garcia; from Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes;

Summative Assessments:
Write an Expository Essay with Research Rubric
End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)

Unit 6: Test Prep
4 weeks

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.3, RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RL.6.6, RL.6.7, RL.6.9,
RL.6.10, RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.3, RI.6.4, RI.6.5, RI.6.6, RI.6.7, RI.6.8,
RI.6.9, RI.6.10, W.6.1, W.6.2, W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.7,
W.6.8, W.6.9, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.4, L.6.5, L.6.6

Essential Questions:
● What are some strategies that I can use to do my best on a

test?

Enduring Understandings:
● Testing strategies can help to alleviate stressful test taking and

improve test scores.
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● How can materials be best utilized in order to increase test
scores?

● Close reading, through a variety of techniques, yields deep
understanding of difficult or challenging texts.

Academic Vocabulary:
outlier, distractor, analyze, synthesize

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.6.10, RL.6.10
Writing:W.6.2, W.6.2.a-f, W.6.7, W.6.9

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
All Short Samples/ Texts

Summative Assessment:
Research Simulation Task Item Set and Written Response

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

NJSLA Released Items:
LINK
NJSLA Digital Item
Library: LINK

Test simulation and
evaluation (RL.6.10,
RI.6.10, W.6.10)

Table Team Test Prep
Competition (RL.6.10,
RI.6.10, W.6.10)

Context Clues Daily Oral Language: edit
Mentor Sentences

Independent Reading: (RL.6.10, RI.6.10)

Summative Assessments:
NJSLA Research Simulation (RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.3, RI.6.6, W.6.2, W.6.2.a-f, W.6.7, W.6.9). Rubric

Unit 7: Hidden Truths
Reading Literature/ Writing Narrative
6 weeks

NJSLS in Unit:
RI.6.3, RI.6.2, RI.6.1, RI.6.5, SL.6.1.b, SL.6.1.a, SL.6.1.d, W.6.9.b,
L.6.4.a, L.6.2.a, L.6.3.a, RL.6.5, RL.6.2, W.6.9.a, RL.6.7, W.6.7,
L.6.4.c, RL.6.4, W.6.10, RL.6.1, RL.6.9, SL.6.4, SL.6.6, RL.6.3,
RL.6.6, W.6.3.b, W.6.8, W.6.6, L.6.4.b, L.6.1.e, L.6.4.d, L.6.4.a, RL
6.10, RI 6.10, W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.2, W.6.9

Essential Questions:
● What hidden truths about people and the world are revealed in

stories?

Enduring Understandings:
●

Academic Vocabulary: Focus Standards:
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emphasize, occur, period, relevant, tradition

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:
The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan OR
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

Summative Assessment:
Write a short story
Unit Test

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Grammar

BOOK INTRODUCTION
from Storytelling
by Josepha Sherman

Analyze Informational
Texts (RI.6.3)

Analyze Central Ideas
(RI.6.2, RI.6.1,RI.6.5)

A Guide for Storytellers
(RI.6.3, SL.6.1.b)

Write a Speech (SL.6.1.a,
SL.6.1.d)

Hey, What Did It Say?
(W.6.9.b)

• universal
• integral
• invariably
• trance
• nurture
• chastise
• adversity

Context Clues (L.6.4.a)

Complex Sentences
(L.6.2.a, L.6.3.a)

DRAMA
The Prince and the
Pauper
by Mark Twain,
dramatized by Joellen
Bland

Analyze Elements of
Drama (RL.6.5)

Analyze Theme (RL.6.2)

Character Study (W.6.9.a)

Stage vs. Script (RL.6.7)

Will the Real Prince
Edward Please Stand Up?
(W.6.7)

• wistfully
• anxiously
• discreetly
• rueful
• jest
• perplexed

Resources (L.6.4.c)

Prepositions and
Prepositional Phrases
(L.6.3.a)

NOVEL
The Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan

Text-dependent Questions
(RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.3,
RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RL.6.6,
RL.6.7, RL.6.9)

Compare versions
(RL.6.9)

Rewrite/ modernize a
myth (W.6.3)

NOVEL
The Lion, the Witch, and

Text-dependent Questions
(RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.3,

Compare versions
(RL.6.9)
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the Wardrobe
by C.S. Lewis

RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RL.6.6,
RL.6.7, RL.6.9) Rewrite a scene from

another character’s point
of view (W.6.3)

Extension Tasks: Collaborate and Compare

COMPARE POEMS

POEM
“Archetype”
by Margarita Engle

Analyze Poetic Forms
(RL.6.5 )

Analyze Allusions
(RL.6.4)

Paraphrase Those Difficult
Lines (W.6.9.a, W.6.10)

Was the Story Really that
Bad? (SL.6.1.d, RL.6.1)

Mix and Match (W.6.7,
RL.6.1)

POEM
“Fairy-tale Logic”
by A.E. Stallings

Analyze Poetic Forms
(RL.6.5 )

Analyze Allusions
(RL.6.4)

Collaborate & Compare:
COMPARE POEMS: RL.6.9, W.6.9.a, RL.6.1
ANALYZE POETIC FORMS: SL.6.4, SL.6.6, SL.6.1.a

Independent Reading: (RL.6.10, RI.6.10)

Required Texts: from Storytelling by Josepha Sherman;

Suggested Texts: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan; The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis; The Prince and the Pauper
by Mark Twain, dramatized by Joellen Bland; “Archetype” by Margarita Engle; “Fairy-tale Logic” by A.E. Stallings

Summative Assessments:
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Write a Narrative (short story or myth) Rubric
End of Unit Assessment (Unit Test)
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Appendix

Standards in Action
Montague Township School District believes in offering an interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning because students are
able to make connections and relationships by bringing together separate content disciplines, skills and knowledge around common
themes, issues, or problems. The NJ Department of Education mandates the following be identified as areas of study beneficial to
integration into all grade levels and content areas.

Please click the hyperlink for further information on each area:

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Climate Change Education
Contributions of Disabled and LGBT Individuals
Holocaust Education
Amistad Commission
Social and Emotional Learning
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Asian American Pacific Islander
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NwL8a_6164xA2hhn4ZLNQVQX6dGXmNpBRrNSpa9WQr8/edit?usp=sharing


Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 6

Types of Assessments
Students will be assessed across the units and year in a variety of ways. The link below indicates resources for developing assessments and
general examples of assessments that teachers may utilize across all of the content areas.

Formative, Summative, Alternative, and Benchmark Assessments

Accommodations & Modifications for Special Education, ELL, G&T, 504
Plans and At Risk:

Modifications and Accommodations
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WlgObdeSqGzYk6rwJayDuIoacQyGm1yIs2gQ_mbrTr4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EI47Rj_Gl0LYYD9T9xenW2cATyYJtd5ktknRn5DQX-Q/edit?usp=sharing

