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Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 5

Course Description: The Montague Township School English and Language Arts committee has developed a common English Language Arts
curriculum to be implemented at Montague Township School. This curriculum addresses all areas of Speaking & Listening, Writing, Reading
Foundational Skills, Reading Literature, Reading Informational Texts, and Language. All areas are addressed in the content outline and units of
study for each grade level. Each unit is composed of focus New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Reading and Writing to anchor the skills to
be assessed within each unit.

Format/Mapping/Sequence: The format in which the curriculum is written follows the parameters of Understanding by Design. Each course
curriculum document is written as a series of units containing established goals, enduring understandings, essential questions, and the necessary
skills and knowledge a student must attain in a school year. In addition, each document stipulates mentor/anchor texts, required tasks, and
assessments. Teachers are expected to design lessons that will meet the requirements stipulated in this document; however, they are provided
flexibility in how they choose to meet these demands. As well, the order of the units is a suggestion and a teacher may introduce the units as he/she
feels best meets the needs of the class, keeping in mind the scaffolding of skill development suggested.

Pacing: English Language Arts Grade 5 is a required course that meets every day over the course of a school year for an 80 minute Literacy
Block. There are 12 student-centered units, each designating reading, writing, and speaking/listening skills with language skills embedded in
reading and writing activities. The first 10 units should be taught in order, with the final 2 units consisting of a review of skills previously taught.
Each of the units provides a suggested time frame of 3 weeks, taking into consideration the time needed to differentiate for a variety of learners.

Resources: In each unit, [electronic, print, tactile, etc.] resources are provided. It is the intention that teachers will be able to access the curriculum
document on the district website as well as be able to add to the resources lists periodically throughout the school year. A valuable site that should
be referenced in planning: https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/

Adopted Resources:
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Into Reading, Grade 5
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Ed Digital Platform
Orton Gillingham
LinkIt!

Additional Resources:
Learning A-Z
Read Theory
Flocabulary
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Pacing Guide: Units over Weeks
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Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 5

New Jersey Student Learning

Standards for English Language

Arts (NJSLS) 2023 Grade 5

Language Domain

Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.5.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding words;
use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology
(e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.

Fluency

L.RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

B. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression.

C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary.

Foundational Skills: Writing

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)

L.WF.5.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing, including those listed under grade four
foundational skills.

A. Avoid fragments, run-ons and rambling sentences, and comma splices.

B. Maintain consistency in verb tense; place phrases and clauses; choose between adjectives
and adverbs.
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C. Ensure agreement between subject and verb and between pronoun and antecedent.

D. Distinguish between frequently confused words.

E. Use idiomatic language and choose words for effect; use punctuating for meaning and
effect.

F. Use punctuation to separate items in a series; use commas in a series of phrases or
clauses.

G. Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence; use a
comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the
rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you,
Emma?).

H. Spell grade appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

L.KL.5.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases.

B. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.

C. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories,
dramas, or poems.

L.VL.5.2. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning academic and
domain-specific words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range
of strategies.

A. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis).

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words
and phrases.
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L.VI.5.3. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

A. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.

B. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

C. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms,
homographs) to better understand each of the words.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from a literary text when explaining what the text says explicitly and make
relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from an informational text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
make relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.CI.5.2. Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g., stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is
supported by key details; summarize the text.

RI.CI.5.2. Determine the central idea of an informational text and explain how it is supported by key
details; summarize the text.

RL.IT.5.3. Analyze the impact of two or more individuals and events throughout the course of a text,
comparing and contrasting two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on
specific textual evidence (e.g., how characters interact).

RI.IT.5.3. Analyze the impact of two or more individuals and events throughout the course of a text,
explaining the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in
a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific evidence in the text.

RL.TS.5.4. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

RI.TS.5.4. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
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problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.

RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described, and
how that may influence the reader’s interpretation.

RI.PP.5.5. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and
differences in the point of view they represent and how that may influence the reader’s interpretation.

RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a
text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).

RI.MF.5.6. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive elements on web pages) and explain how the information
contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

RI.AA.5.7. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text,
identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s).

RL.CT.5.8. Compare and contrast the authors’ approaches across two or more literary texts within the
same genre or about the same or similar topics.

RI.CT.5.8. Compare and contrast the authors’ approaches across two or more informational texts within
the same genre or about texts on the same or similar topics.

Writing Domain

W.AW.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

A. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure
in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

B. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details from text(s),
quote directly from text when appropriate.

C. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently,
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specifically).

D. Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented.

W.IW.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

A. Introduce a topic clearly to provide a focus and group related information logically;
include text features such as headings, illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid in
comprehension.

B. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words, phrases, and
clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.

E. Provide a conclusion related to the information of explanation presented.

W.NW.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

A. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop
experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.

C. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of
events.

D. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

W.WP.5.4. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
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A. Consider audience, purpose, and intent before writing.

B. Plan appropriately to use specialized, topic-specific language appropriate for the
audience, purpose and subject matter.

C. Consider writing as a process, including self-evaluation, revision and editing.

D. With adult and peer feedback, and digital or print tools such as a dictionary, thesaurus,
and/or spell checker, evaluate whether the writing achieved its goal and make changes in
content or form as necessary.

E. After initial drafting, expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, audience, and
style.

W.WR.5.5. Establish a central idea about a topic, investigation, issue or event and use several sources to
support the proposed central idea.

W.SE.5.6. Gather relevant information from multiple valid and reliable print and digital sources;
summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, making note of any similarities and
differences among ideas presented; and provide a list of sources.

W.RW.5.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

A. Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about
the topic to explore ideas under discussion.

B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

C. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.

D. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and
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knowledge gained from the discussions.

SL.II.5.2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

SL.ES.5.3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence.

SL.PI.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.

SL.UM.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations
when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.

SL.AS.5.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task
and situation.

Interdisciplinary

Connections, Career

Readiness/ Life

Literacies, and Key

Skills Practices/

Computer Science and

Design Thinking

✅ Science ✅ Social Science

Earth and Space History, Culture, and
Perspectives

Life Sciences Geography, People, and the
Environment

Physical Sciences Economics, Innovation, and
Technology

Civics, Government, and
Human Rights
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✅ Technology ✅ Career Readiness, Life
Literacies,and Key Skills

Computer Science (8.1) 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy

Design Thinking (8.2) 9.2 Career Awareness,
Exploration,
Preparation, and Training

9.4 Life Literacies and Key
Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices
● Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
● Attend to financial well-being
● Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
● Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
● Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
● Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.
● Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration, and communicate effectively.
● Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Computer Science and Design Thinking
● 8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format.
● 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system,

from the perspective of the user and the producer. 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and
use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues.

● 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time.
● 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies.

Yearly Essential Question
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Unit 1: Inventors at Work
4 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Expository/ Informative

NJSLS in Unit:

L.RF.5.3;L.RF.5.4;L.VL.5.2.;RI.CR.5.1.;RI.CI.5.2;RL.PP.5.5

Essential Questions:
● What kinds of circumstances push people to create new

inventions?
● How do new inventions reshape our lives?
● Why are inventors necessary to society?
● How do you write informative/explanatory texts to

examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly?

Enduring Understandings:
● Analyzing inventors and their inventions allows an effective

reader to develop an understanding of the invention process.
● Students gain insight into how inventions have changed the

way in which we live.
● Investigating different inventors and their circumstances

they had to overcome allows students to discuss how to
learn from failure and what it means to persevere.

12



Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 5

Academic Vocabulary:
Central Idea
Detail
Evidence
Author’s Purpose
Persuade
Entertain
Inform
Point of View
Conversation
Collaborative Discussion
Monitor
Clarify
Context Clue
Cause
Effect
Text Structure
Main Idea
Inference
Text Structure
Sequence
Brainstorm
Research
Research Plan
Source
Literary Elements
Character
Plot
Event
Conflict
Resolution
Prefix
Root

Focus Standards:
Reading:

L.RF.5.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words; use combined
knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of
context.

L.RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension

L.VL.5.2. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning academic and domain-specific words and
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.

RL.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from a literary text when
explaining what the text says explicitly and make relevant
connections when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from an informational text when
explaining what the text says explicitly and make relevant
connections when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.CI.5.2. Determine the central idea of an informational text
and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the
text.

RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view
influences how events are described, and how that may
influence the reader’s interpretation.
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Author’s Craft
Voice
Topic
Opinion
Presentation
Enunciate

Writing:
W.IW.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: N/A Summative Assessment(s):
● Write an Expository Essay, End of Unit Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required
Activity/ Goal

Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

The Inventor’s Secret:
What Thomas Edison Told
Henry Ford GENRE:
Informational

Central Idea

Summarize

Author’s Purpose

Point of VIew

Reinforce Central Idea

Reinforce Summarize

Reinforce Author’s Purpose

Reinforce Point of View

Writing Support;

Choosing a Topic,

Using Text Evidence,

Using Transitions,

Revising for Purposeful
Structure

Critical Vocabulary:
locomotives,
chugged, gadgets,
phonograph,
sputtered, flop,
incandescent, cylinder,
patents

Generative Vocabulary:
Prefixes
ex-/e-; Greek Root phon

Vocabulary Strategy:
Context Clues

Decoding: Short Vowels
Spelling: Words with Short
Vowels
Fluency: Reading Rate

14



Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 5

Winds of Hope
GENRE:Informational

Wheelchair Sports:
Hang-Glider to
Wheeler-Dealer GENRE:
Informational

Monitor &
Clarify

Cause & Effect

Central Idea

Text Structure

Reinforce Monitor & Clarify

Reinforce Cause & Effect

Reinforce Central Idea

Reinforce ext Structure

Writing Support;

Choosing a Topic,

Using Text Evidence,

Using Transitions,

Revising for Purposeful
Structure

Critical Vocabulary:
irrigate, inspector,
photographed,
prestigious,
auditorium,impoverished
, maneuver, specialized,
elite, objective,
traditional

Generative
Vocabulary: Greek
Rootphoto; Latin Roots
aud and vis

Vocabulary Strategy:
Context Clue

Decoding: Long a and e
Spelling: Words with
Long a and e
Fluency: Accuracy and
Self-Correction
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Captain Arsenio:
Inventions and
(Mis)Adventures in Flight
GENRE:Literature

Make Inferences

Literary
Elements

Author’s Craft

Author’s Purpose

Reinforce Make Inferences

Reinforce Literary Elements
:
Reinforce Author’s Craft

Reinforce Author’s Purpose

Writing Support;

Choosing a Topic,

Using Text Evidence,

Using Transitions,

Revising for Purposeful
Structure

Critical Vocabulary:
passionate,impulse,
contribution,
distinguished,
ccentric, circumstances,
evidently,acceleration,
prototype, conceived

Generative
Vocabulary: Greek
Rootsauto, bio; Prefixes
ir-, il-

Vocabulary Strategy:
Reference Materials

Decoding: Long i and o
Spelling: Words with
Long i, Long o
Fluency: Phrasing

Independent Reading: (RL. 5.10, RI. 5.10)

Required Texts: The Inventor’s Secret: What Thomas Edison Told Henry Ford, Winds of Hope, Wheelchair Sports: Hang-Glider to
Wheeler-Dealer, Captain Arsenio: Inventions and (Mis)Adventures in Flight from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts: Government Must Fund Inventors, A High Quality Inventor, Train Talk

Summative Assessments: End of Unit Assessment, Final writing capstone project for unit: Expository Essay- Grade 5 Writing Rubric
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Unit 2: What a Story
4 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:.
L.VI.5.3; RI.MF.5.6;W.NW.5.3.; W.WP.5.4.

Essential Questions:

● How does genre affect the way a story is told?
● How do the stories we create affect our lives and culture?
● What are the necessary components of a strong

narrative?
● How do you write narratives to develop real or imagined

experiences or events using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event
sequences?

Enduring Understandings:
● Genres provide the writer with general organizational

patterns that can help them arrange what they say and
when they say it.

● Storytelling is a powerful tool that can profoundly shape
our lives.

Academic Vocabulary:
prose, dialogue, climax, foreword

Focus Standards:
Reading:
L.VI.5.3. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

RI.MF.5.6. Interpret information presented visually, orally,
or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines,
animations, or interactive elements on web pages) and
explain how the information contributes to an
understanding of the text in which it appears.

17



Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 5

Writing:

W.NW.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive
details, and clear event sequences.

W.WP.5.4. With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: My Teacher is an Alien by Bruce
Coville

Summative Assessment(s): Write a Narrative

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

Many Ways to Tell a
Story GENRE:
Informational Text
Airborn
GENRE:
Fantasy/Adventure

Text and Graphic
Features

Synthesize

Literary Elements

Figurative Language

Characters

Short Story Writing:
Prewriting, drafting,
revision, editing,
publishing (initiated)

Interpret/Analyze Media

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Making Comparisons

Using Text Evidence

Elaboration

Critical Vocabulary:
panic, favorable,
porthole, densely,
reasonable, delirious,
projected, contents,
deficiencies

Generative
Vocabulary: Prefixes
un–, non–, dis–;
Suffixes –y, –ly/–ily •
Spiral Review: Greek
Root bio

Vocabulary Strategy:

Decoding Words
with /oo/, /yoo/

Spelling Words
with /oo/, /yoo/
Basic Words: glue,
flute, youth, accuse,
bruise, stew, choose,
loose, lose, view,
confuse, cruise, jewel,
execute, route, cartoon,
avenue, spruce, assume,
computer
Review Words:
compose, define,
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Antonyms/Synonyms approached, height
Challenge Words:
include, souvenir,
barbecue, unsuited

Fluency Expression

High-Frequency
Words: strange,
interesting, exciting,
feeling

The Secret Garden
GENRE: Realistic
Fiction

The Miracle of Spring
GENRE: Play

Visualize

Literary Elements

Elements of Drama

Figurative Language

Short Story Writing:
Prewriting, drafting,
revision, editing,
publishing (continued)

Work Collaboratively

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Making Comparisons

Using Text Evidence

Elaboration

Critical Vocabulary:
mysterious, matted,
tendrils, fastenings,
awakening, witness,
presiding, attempted,
restrain, contempt

Generative
Vocabulary:
Prefixes re–, pre–,
post–, fore–

Spiral Review:
Prefixes un–, non–,
dis–; Suffixes –y, –ly
/–ily

Vocabulary Strategy:
Antonyms/Synonyms

Decoding Words
with /ou/, /ô/, /oi/

Spelling Words
with /ou/, /ô/, /oi/
Basic Words:
ounce, sprawl, launch,
loyal, avoid, basketball,
moist, haunt, scowl,
naughty, destroy, saucer,
pounce, poison, August,
auction, royal, coward,
awkward, encounter
Review Words:
execute, youth, accuse,
avenue
Challenge Words:
autograph, avoidable,
awesome, employ

Fluency Accuracy and

19



Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 5

Self-Correction

High-Frequency
Words: consider,
maybe, history, art

The Poem That Will Not
End: Fun with Poetic
Forms and Voices
GENRE: Poetry

Ask and Answer

Questions

Elements of Poetry

Author’s Purpose

Theme

Short Story Writing:
Prewriting, drafting,
revision, editing,
publishing (completed)

Engage in Discussion

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Making Comparisons

Using Text Evidence

Elaboration

Critical Vocabulary
seized, hesitate,
watchful, scrawled,
ditty, refrain, restless

Generative
Vocabulary
Suffixes –full, –less,
–ment, –ness
Spiral Review: Prefixes
re–, pre–, post–, fore–

Vocabulary Strategy
Context Clues

Decoding
r-Controlled Vowels
/ôr/, /âr/, /är/

Spelling Words
with /ôr/, /âr/, /är/
Basic Words: glory,
aware, carton, adore,
aboard, dairy, ordeal,
pardon, warn, vary,
barely, torch, barge,
soar, beware, absorb,
armor, stairway,
perform, former
Review Words: royal,
scowl, ounce, launch
Challenge Words:
discard, orchestra,
barrier, adorable

Fluency Intonation

High-Frequency
Words poem, report,
enjoy, details

NOVEL STUDY: Genre Study: science Character Autopsies
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My Teacher is an Alien
by Bruce Coville

fiction

Theme

Characterization

Elements of Plot

Plot Diagrams

Fishbowl Discussion

Independent Reading: (RL. 5.10, RI. 5.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts: My Teacher is an Alien by Bruce Coville

Summative Assessments: Genre- based short story (narrative) Grade 5 Narrative Rubric

Unit 3: Natural Disasters
4 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Argument

NJSLS in Unit:
RI.CI.5.2; RL.MF.5.6;W.AW.5.1;W.RI.CI.5.2;WP.5.4

Essential Questions:
● How can learning about natural disasters make us safer?
● How do you write arguments to support claims in an

analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence?

● How do we efficiently identify the central ideas in
informational texts in order to better understand
unfamiliar texts?

● How do we concisely summarize events in informational
texts in order to better understand unfamiliar texts?

Enduring Understandings:
● During a genre focus on informational text students will

develop their ability to identify central ideas, summarize
events, and to ask and answer questions in order to better
understand unfamiliar texts.

● Students will be able to utilize narrative nonfiction,
realistic fiction, and persuasive text to build knowledge
across genres.

● Students will be able to utilize vocabulary and synthesize
topic knowledge, to develop an understanding of the
causes of different types of natural disasters.
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● How do we effectively ask and answer questions in order
to better understand unfamiliar texts?

Academic Vocabulary:
notable, spontaneous, tremor, hazard

Focus Standards:
Reading:
RI.CI.5.2. Determine the central idea of an informational
text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g.,
graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale,
myth, poem).

Writing:
W.AW.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts,
supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

W.RI.CI.5.2WP.5.4. With guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Storm Runners by Roland Smith Summative Assessment(s): Write an opinion essay, End of Unit
Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills
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Who Studies Natural
Disasters?
GENRE: Letter

Eruption! Volcanoes
and the Science of
Saving Lives
GENRE: Narrative
Nonfiction

Author’s Craft

Make and Confirm
Predictions

Text Structure

Figurative Language

Content-Area Words

Argument Writing:
Persuasive Essay-
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, editing, and
publishing (initiated)

Gather Information

Targeted Writing
Support:

Supporting an Opinion

Using Text Evidence

Incorporating Feedback
from Peers

Editing for Sentence
Structure

Critical Vocabulary:
seismographs,
evacuation, reservoir,
conferring,
consequences,
widespread, alarming,
victim

Generative
Vocabulary: Greek
Roots:
graph / gram;
Latin Roots:
rupt, fer
Spiral Review:
Suffix –less

Vocabulary Strategy:
Multiple-Meaning
Words

Decoding:
r-Controlled Vowels
/ûr/, /îr/

Spelling Words:
with /ûr/, /îr/
Basic Words: earth,
peer, twirl, burnt, smear,
further, appear,
worthwhile, nerve, pier,
squirm, weary, alert,
murmur, thirsty, reverse,
worship, career,
research, volunteer
Review Words: aware,
pardon, perform, absorb
• Challenge Words:
acre, frontier,
preservation, external

Fluency Expression

High-Frequency
Words rise, hit, loud,
blow, flow

Between the Glacier
and the Sea: The Alaska
Earthquake
GENRE: Informational
Video

Quaking Earth, Racing

Summarize

Media Techniques

Author’s Craft

Central Idea

Interpret/Analyze Media

Targeted Writing
Support:

Supporting an Opinion

Critical Vocabulary:
prior, magnitude,
literally, maintenance,
destruction, triggered,
thrust, radiate, parallel,
lateral, modified

Decoding
Compound Words

Spelling
Compound Words
Basic Words: wildlife,
uproar, home run,
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Waves
GENRE: Informational
Text Argument Writing:

Persuasive Essay-
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, editing, and
publishing (continued)

Using Text Evidence

Incorporating Feedback
from Peers

Editing for Sentence
Structure

Generative
Vocabulary Greek Root
geo; Suffixes –logy,
–logist
Spiral Review: Greek
Roots: graph, gram;
Latin Roots: rupt, fer

Vocabulary Strategy:
Multiple-Meaning
Words

headache, top-secret,
teammate, wheelchair,
light bulb, well-known,
throughout, life
preserver, hairstyle,
part-time, warehouse,
overboard, post office,
outspoken, up-to-date,
awestruck, newscast
Review Words: further,
worthwhile, career,
volunteer
Challenge Words:
motorcycle,
extraordinary,
eyewitness, playwright

Fluency Phrasing

High-Frequency
Words: break,
movement, rhythm, fell,
control

Hurricanes: The
Science Behind Killer
Storms GENRE:
Informational Text

Ask and Answer
Questions

Text and Graphic
Features

Content-Area Words

Text Structure

Evaluate Information

Targeted Writing
Support:

Supporting an Opinion

Using Text Evidence

Incorporating Feedback

Critical Vocabulary:
surge, eventually,
regions, mobile,
anchored, foundations,
category, track

Generative
Vocabulary: Prefixes
inter–, com–/con–/cor–

Decoding
VCCV Syllable
Division Pattern

Spelling Words:
with VCCV Syllable
Division Pattern
Basic Words: bargain,
journey, pattern, arrive,
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Argument Writing:
Persuasive Essay-
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, editing, and
publishing

from Peers

Editing for Sentence
Structure

Spiral Review: Greek
Root geo; Suffixes
–logy/–logist

Vocabulary Strategy:
Antonyms/Synonyms

object, suppose,
shoulder, permit,
sorrow, tunnel, subject,
custom, suggest,
perhaps, lawyer, timber,
common, publish,
burden, scissors
Review Words:
headache, warehouse,
overboard, well-known
Challenge Words:
attempt, annoy, parcel,
ignore

Fluency Reading Rate

High-Frequency
Words: caught, direct,
provide, received

NOVEL STUDY:
Storm Runners
by Roland Smith

Independent Reading: (RL.5.10, RI.5.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts: Storm Runners (Smith),

Summative Assessments: Write an opinion essay, End of Unit Assessment
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Unit 4: The Wild West
3 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Expository/ Informational
Research

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.PP.5.5.;RL.MF.5.6.;W.IW.5.2.;W.SE.5.6;W.RW.5.7.

Essential Questions:
● What character traits were needed in people who settled

the West?
● How do you write informative/explanatory texts to

examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly?

Enduring Understandings:
● During a genre focus on informational text

students will be able to to identify central; ideas,
text structure, and author’s craft techniques in
order to better understand unfamiliar texts.

● Students will be able to utilize personal historical
fiction to build knowledge across genres.

● Students will be able to utilize vocabulary and
synthesize topic knowledge, to learn about the
settlers’ varied experiences.

Academic Vocabulary:
native, epic, midland, victory

Focus Standards:
Reading:
RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of
view influences how events are described, and how that may
influence the reader’s interpretation.

RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g.,
graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale,
myth, poem).

Writing:
W.IW.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly

W.SE.5.6. Gather relevant information from multiple valid
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and reliable print and digital sources; summarize or
paraphrase information in notes and finished work, making
note of any similarities and differences among ideas
presented; and provide a list of sources.

W.RW.5.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research and revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: N/A Summative Assessment(s): Research Simulation Task (Wild
West); End of Unit Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

“Why Go West?”
GENRE: Informational
Text

“Explore the Wild
West!”
GENRE: Informational
Text

Text Structure

Synthesize

Central Idea

Author’s Craft

Research and Media

Literacy: Oral
Instructions

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Using Text Evidence

Using Descriptive
Language

Taking Notes from

Critical Vocabulary:
knowledge, posts,
hardships, patriotic,
slogans, handy, typical,
consisted

Generative
Vocabulary: Prefix
mid–; Suffixes –al, –ic
Spiral Review: Prefix
inter

Vocabulary Strategy:
Homophones/Homogra
phs

Decoding:
VCV Syllable Division
Pattern
Spelling:
Words with VCV
Syllable Division
Pattern
Basic Words: human,
exact, award, behave,
credit, basic, vivid, evil,
modern, nation, robot,
panic, select, cousin,
item, police, prefer,
menu, novel, deserve
Review Words:
suppose, suggest,
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Selection journey, arrive
Challenge Words: logic,
national, preference,
laser

Fluency Intonation

High-Frequency
Words: uncle, God,
whose, doctor

“The Celestials’
Railroad” GENRE:
Informational Text

Homesteading
GENRE: Documentary
Video

Monitor and Clarify

Central Idea

Text Structure

Media Techniques

Research and Media

Literacy:

Interpret/Analyze Media

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Using Text
Evidence

Using Descriptive
Language

Taking Notes from
Selection

Critical Vocabulary:
celestial, complaint,
employed, sacrifice,
homestead, ideology,
residence, domain,
primary
Generative Vocabulary
Prefix trans–; Suffixes
–ous/–ious; Latin Root
circum
Spiral Review: Prefix
mid–; Suffixes –al, –ic

Vocabulary Strategy
Homophones and
Homographs

Decoding: VCCCV
Syllable Division
Pattern

Spelling Words with
VCCCV Syllable
Division Pattern
Basic Words: conflict,
orphan, instant,
complex, simply,
burglar, laundry,
laughter, employ,
anchor, merchant,
improve, arctic,
mischief, childhood,
purchase, dolphin,
partner, complain,
tremble
Review Words: human,
credit, modern, nation
Challenge Words:
substitute, illustrate,
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conscience, function

Fluency Accuracy and
Self-Correction

High-Frequency
Words: soldiers, lady,
hunting, period,
property

A Pioneer Sampler: The
Daily Life of a Pioneer
Family in 1840
GENRE: Historical
Fiction

Retell

Literary Elements

Point of View

Varieties of English

Speaking & Listening

Use Formal and
Informal Language

Create a Travel
Brochure

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Using Text Evidence

Using Descriptive
Language

Taking Notes from
Selection

Critical Vocabulary:
frolics, stubble,
indispensable, dainty,
plod, oblivious,
proportions, regaled,
thresh

Generative
Vocabulary: Prefixes
mis–, mal–; Suffixes
–able, –ible
Spiral Review: Prefix
trans–; Suffixes
–ous/–ious

Vocabulary Strategy:
Spiral Review:
Multiple-Meaning
Words

Decoding: VV Syllable
Division Pattern

Spelling Words with
VV Syllable Division
Pattern
Basic Words: actual,
cruel, influence, diet,
museum, casual, ruin,
pioneer, trial, visual,
realize, create, riot,
genuine, area, annual,
audio, dial, theater,
patriot
Review Words: conflict,
mischief, arctic,
purchase
Challenge Words:
patriotic, auditory,
theatrical, influential

Fluency Expression
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High-Frequency
Words: woman, child,
crowd, western

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: Research Simulation Task: Expository Research on Wild West (NJSLA Style) Fifth Grade Rubric ; End
of Unit Assessment

Unit 5: Project Earth
3 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Argument

NJSLS in Unit: *Climate Change Opportunity*
L.VI.5.3.;RI.C;R.5.1.;RI.CI.5.2;W.AW.5.1.;W.WR.5.5.

Essential Questions:
● How can caring for Earth and its living things improve

life now and in the future?
● How do you effectively create and support a written

argument?
● How do you identify the author's purpose and audience

in an unfamiliar persuasive text?

Enduring Understandings:
● During a genre focus on persuasive text, students

will be able to identify the author’s purpose and
audience, in order to better understand unfamiliar texts.

● Students will be able to utilize realistic fiction, drama,
and informational text to build knowledge
across genres.

● Students will be able to utilize new vocabulary and
synthesize topic knowledge, in order to learn many
ways to protect the future of the
world around us.
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Academic Vocabulary:
contaminate, benevolent, imperil, endangered

Focus Standards:
Reading:
L.VI.5.3. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
RI.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from an informational text
when explaining what the text says explicitly and make
relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.CI.5.2. Determine the central idea of an informational
text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

Writing:
W.AW.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts,
supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

W.WR.5.5. Establish a central idea about a topic,
investigation, issue or event and use several sources to
support the proposed central idea.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: N/A Summative Assessment(s): Environmental PSA; End of Unit
Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

The Protective Power of
Nature Preserves
GENRE: Informational
Text

Potatoes on Rooftops:
Farming in the City

Central Idea

Ask and Answer
Questions

Author’s Purpose

Speaking & Listening:
Summarizing/
Paraphrasing

Targeted Writing
Support:

Critical Vocabulary:
urban, humble, plots,
alternative, transform,
artificial, yield,
influence

Generative

Decoding: Final Stable
Syllables –al, –el, –le,
–il

Spelling Words with
Final Schwa + /l/
Sounds
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GENRE: Persuasive
Text

Ideas and Support

Author’s Craft

Writing an Opinion
Statement

Using Text Evidence

​
Using Digital Tools to
Draft

Revising for
Organization

Vocabulary:
Suffix –ive
Spiral Review: Suffix
–able

Vocabulary Strategy:
Analogies

Basic Words: formal,
whistle, label, puzzle,
legal, angle, normal,
needle, angel, pupil,
struggle, level, local,
bicycle, channel, global,
stumble, quarrel, article,
fossil
Review Words:
influence, genuine,
casual, annual
Challenge Words:
bungle, fragile, decibel,
gerbil

Fluency Phrasing

High-Frequency
Words: modern,
business, won’t, tools

Living Green
GENRE: Play

The Good Garden: How
One Family Went from
Hunger to Having
Enough GENRE:
Realistic Fiction

Retell

Elements of Drama

Literary Elements

Figurative Language

Speaking & Listening:
Work Collaboratively

Targeted Writing
Support:

Writing an Opinion
Statement

Using Text Evidence

​

Critical Vocabulary:
reduce, conscious,
implying, contradict,
cascading, depleted,
spectacle, toddles,
packet, retreat

Generative
Vocabulary: Latin
Roots dict and spect
Spiral Review: Suffix
–ive

Decoding Recognize
Base Words

Spelling Adding –ed
and –ing
Basic Words: scrubbed,
listening, stunned,
knitting, carpeting,
wandered, gathering,
beginning, skimmed,
chatting, shrugged,
bothering, whipped,
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Using Digital Tools to
Draft
Revising for
Organization

Vocabulary Strategy:
Analogies

quizzed, suffering,
scanned, ordered,
totaled, answered,
upsetting
Review Words: label,
legal, article, whistle
Challenge Words:
permitting, preferred,
admitted, glistening

Fluency Intonation

High-Frequency
Words: garden, crops,
seeds, fruit, apple

NOVEL STUDY:
The Elephant Keeper
by Margriet Ruurs
OR
Willowdeen
by Katherine Applegate

Argument Writing :
Editorial Writing-
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, editing,
publishing

Fishbowl Discussion
Making Claims

Targeted Writing
Support:

Writing an Opinion
Statement

Using Text Evidence

​
Using Digital Tools to
Draft

Revising for
Organization
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Independent Reading: (RL.5.10, RI.5.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts: The Elephant Keeper (Ruurs); Willowdeen (Applegate)

Summative Assessments: Environmental PSA; Presentation; End of Unit Assessment

Unit 6: Art for Everyone
3 weeks
Reading Informational / Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:
L.VI.5.3;RI.CR.5.1.;RI.CR.5.2.;RL.PP.5.5.;W.NW.5.3.;
W.WP.5.4.

Essential Questions:
● How do different art forms

impact people in different ways?

● How do you write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event
sequences?

● How do you identify central ideas, point of view,
author’s craft, and figurative language, in an unfamiliar
biography and use it to better understand the text?

Enduring Understandings:
● Through focusing on the genre of biography students will

identify central ideas, point of view, author’s craft,
figurative language, and literary elements in order to
better understand unfamiliar texts.

● Students will be able to utilize realistic fiction and
procedural text to build knowledge across genres.

● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic
knowledge, they will develop an understanding of the
powerful impact of various art forms.

Academic Vocabulary:
chronology, expedition, incredible, progress

Focus Standards:
Reading:
L.VI.5.3. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
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RI.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from an informational text
when explaining what the text says explicitly and make
relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.CI.5.2. Determine the central idea of an informational
text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of
view influences how events are described, and how that may
influence the reader’s interpretation.

Writing:
W.NW.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive
details, and clear event sequences.

W.WP.5.4. With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: N/A Summative Assessment(s): Write a Personal Narrative; End of
Unit Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

Let's Get Creative
GENRE: Infographic

Author’s Craft

Make Inferences

Reinforce Author’s
Craft

Reinforce Make

Critical Vocabulary:
gracing,
controversy, skeptical,
manufactured,

Decoding: Recognize
Base Words with
Spelling
Changes
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Christo and
Jeanne-Claude:
Through the Gates and
Beyond by Jan
Greenberg and Sandra
Jordan
GENRE: Informational
Text

Central Idea

Text Structure

Writing:

Personal Narrative::
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, publishing
(initiated)

Inferences

Reinforce Central Idea

Reinforce Text Structure

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

​
Using Text Evidence

​
Using Transitions

​

Incorporating Feedback

incorporated,
persistence, ambitious,
ingenious, opinion,
traversed
Vocabulary Strategy:
Reference
Materials

Spelling: Changing
Final y to i

Fluency: Accuracy and
Self-Correction

Rita Moreno by Juan
Felipe Herrera
GENRE: Biography

Play, Louis, Play! by
Muriel Harris Weinstein
GENRE: Fictionalized
Biography

Visualize

Literary Element

Point of View

Author’s Craft

Writing:

Personal Narrative:

Reinforce Visualize

Reinforce Literary
Element

Reinforce Point of View

Reinforce Author’s
Craft

Targeted Writing

Generative
Vocabulary: Latin Root
struct; Prefix de-;
Suffixes -ion, -ism

Critical Vocabulary:
exposure, willful,
stereotypical, authentic,
discriminatory,
bars, contagious, fever,
duets, solos

Decoding: Suffixes -ful,
-ly, -less, -ness, -ment

Spelling: Words with
Suffixes -ful, -ly, -less,
-ness, -ment

Fluency: Phrasing
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Prewriting, drafting,
revising, publishing
(continued)

Support:

Organizing a Draft

​
Using Text Evidence

​
Using Transitions

​

Incorporating Feedback

Generative
Vocabulary: Prefixes
super- and micro-

Vocabulary Strategy:
Reference
Materials

Phillis's Big Test by
Catherine Clinton
GENRE: Biography Ask and Answer

Questions

Theme

Literary Elements

Figurative Language

Writing:

Personal Narrative:
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, publishing
(completed)

Reinforce Ask and
Answer Questions

Reinforce Theme

Reinforce Literary
Elements

Reinforce Figurative
Language

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

​
Using Text Evidence

​

Critical Vocabulary:
consented, sheaf,
outcome, homeland,
advised, content,
testifying

Generative
Vocabulary: Suffixes
-ant/-ent; Latin Roots
port, duc/duct

Vocabulary Strategy:
Analogies

Decoding: Words from
Other Languages

Spelling: Words from
Other Languages

Fluency: Expression
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Using Transitions

​

Incorporating Feedback

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments:
Performance Task: Write a Personal Narrative Grade 5 Narrative Rubric
End of Unit Assessment

Unit 7: Above, Below, and Beyond
3 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Expository Research

NJSLS in Unit:
L.KL.5.1.;RI.CR.5.1.;RI.CI.5.2;RI.MF.5.6.;W.WP.5.4.;
W.SE.5.6;W.RW.5.7.

Essential Questions:
● What role does curiosity play in exploration?
● How do you write informative/explanatory texts to

examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly?

● How do you identify and utilize an author's craft and
purpose in order to better understand an unfamiliar text?

● How do you effectively make and confirm predictions in
order to better understand unfamiliar texts?

Enduring Understandings:
● During a genre focus on autobiography, students

will be able to identify author’s craft and purpose,
and to make and confirm predictions in order to
better understand unfamiliar texts

● Students will be able to utilize informational text,
persuasive text, science fiction, and narrative
nonfiction to build knowledge across genres.

● Students will be able to utilize vocabulary and
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synthesize topic knowledge, in order to learn about
exciting land, sea, and space discoveries.

Academic Vocabulary:
monologue, nomadic, temporary, voice

Focus Standards:
Reading:
L.KL.5.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

RI.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from an informational text
when explaining what the text says explicitly and make
relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.CI.5.2. Determine the central idea of an informational
text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

RI.MF.5.6. Interpret information presented visually, orally,
or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines,
animations, or interactive elements on web pages) and
explain how the information contributes to an understanding
of the text in which it appears.

Writing: W.WP.5.4. With guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

W.RW.5.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research and revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.
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W.SE.5.6. Gather relevant information from multiple valid
and reliable print and digital sources; summarize or
paraphrase information in notes and finished work, making
note of any similarities and differences among ideas
presented; and provide a list of sources.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Summative Assessment(s): Research Task, Unit Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

A Few Who Dared
GENRE: Biography

Into the Unknown:
Above and Below by
Stewart Ross
GENRE: Informational
Text

Ideas and Support

Make and Confirm
Predictions

Text Structure
(Sequence/Cause and
Effect)

Text and Graphic
Features

Content-Area Words

Writing Informational
Text: Research
Report- Gathering
Resources and

Reinforce Ideas and
Support

Reinforce Make and
Confirm Predictions

Reinforce Text Structure
(Sequence/Cause and
Effect)

Reinforce Text and
Graphic Features

Reinforce Content-Area
Words

Targeted Writing
Support:

Taking Notes from
Selections

Critical Vocabulary:
vast, mariners,
cosmic, ascend,
principle, forged

Generative
Vocabulary: Latin
Roots
tract, chrono, gress

Vocabulary Strategy:
Review Context
Clues

Decoding: Final Stable
Syllables -ain, -ture,
-sure

Spelling: Words with
Final /n/ or /ən/, /chər /,
/zhər/

Fluency: Reading Rate
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Prewriting
Using Text Evidence

Varying Sentence
Lengths

Elaborating

Rita Moreno by Juan
Felipe Herrera
GENRE: Biography

Play, Louis, Play! by
Muriel Harris Weinstein
GENRE: Fictionalized
Biography

Make and Confirm
Predictions

Central Idea

Author’s Craft

Author’s Purpose

Writing Informational
Text: Research
Report-
Drafting/Revising

Reinforce Make and
Confirm Predictions

Reinforce Central Idea

Reinforce Author’s
Craft

Reinforce Author’s
Purpose

Targeted Writing
Support:

Taking Notes from
Selections

Using Text Evidence

Varying Sentence Lengths

Elaborating

Critical Vocabulary:
ransacked,
outskirts, precious,
authorities, ruthless,
ignited, hybrid,
synthetic, exhaust,
physics, institution

Generative
Vocabulary: Prefixes
mega-, sub-; Latin
Roots ped, dent

Vocabulary Strategy:
Context Clues

Decoding: Unstressed
Final Syllables

Spelling: Words with
Final /ĭj/, /ĭv/, /ĭs/

Fluency: Accuracy and
Self-Correction

Rita Moreno by Juan Ask and Answer Questions Reinforce Ask and Answer Critical Vocabulary:
deploy, transition,

Decoding: Unstressed
Syllables
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Felipe Herrera
GENRE: Biography

Play, Louis, Play! by
Muriel Harris Weinstein
GENRE: Fictionalized
Biography

Central Idea

Author’s Craft

Text Structure

Writing Informational
Text: Research
Report- Editing and
Publishing

Questions

Reinforce Central Idea

Reinforce Author’s Craft

Reinforce Text Structure

Targeted Writing
Support:

Taking Notes from
Selections

Using Text Evidence

Varying Sentence Lengths

Elaborating

expanse, resembled,
terrain,
international,
transmitted, ailing

Generative
Vocabulary: Latin Root
terr; Prefixes aqua-,
pro-, anti-

Vocabulary Strategy:
Reference
Materials

Spelling: Words with
Unstressed Syllables

Fluency: Intonation

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: Research Task Grade 5 Rubric, Unit Assessment

Unit 8: A New Home
3 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.CR.5.1;RL.CI.5.2;W.NW.5.3.
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Essential Questions:
● How do people adapt to new experiences and make a

new place home?
● How do you utilize the elements of poetry to write a lyric

poem?
● How do you utilize elements of poetry and author’s craft

to understand unfamiliar texts?

Enduring Understandings:
● During a genre focus on poetry, students will be able to

identify the elements of poetry and author’s craft in order
to better understand unfamiliar texts.

● Students will utilize informational text and realistic
fiction to build knowledge across genres.

● Students will utilize vocabulary and synthesize topic
knowledge, in order to learn that moving to a new
country and learning to feel at home is a life-changing
experience.

Academic Vocabulary:
nomadic, voice,
monologue, temporary

Focus Standards:
Reading:
RL.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from a literary text when
explaining what the text says explicitly and make relevant
connections when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.CI.5.2. Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g.,
stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is supported by
key details; summarize the text.

Writing:
W.NW.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive
details, and clear event sequences.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: N/A Summative Assessment(s): Write a Lyric Poem; End of Unit
Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills
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Moving to a New
Country: A Survival
Guide
GENRE: Informational
Text/Guide

A Movie in My Pillow
by Jorge Argueta
GENRE: Poetry

Text Structure

Visualize

Theme

Elements of Poetry

Author’s Craft

PoetryWriting : Lyric
Poem- Prewrite. draft,
revise, edit, publish
(initiated)

Reinforce Text Structure

Reinforce Visualize

Reinforce Theme

Reinforce Elements of
Poetry

Reinforce Author’s Craft

Reinforce Author’s Craft

Targeted Writing
Support:

Forming an Opinion

Using Transitions

Using Text Evidence

Editing for Punctuation

Critical Vocabulary:
yearning, civil,
flourishing, fortunate,
dedicate, relatives,
discarded

Generative
Vocabulary: Prefixes
uni-,
mono-, bi-, tri-, multi-

Vocabulary Strategy:
Homophones/
Homographs

Decoding: Homophones

Spelling: Homophones

Fluency: Expression

From Scratch by Susie
Castellano
GENRE: Realistic
Fiction

Elisa’s Diary by Doris
Luisa Oronoz
GENRE: Realistic
Fiction

Make Inferences

Literary Elements

Characters

Story Elements

Poetry Writing: Lyric
Poem- Prewrite. draft,

Reinforce Make Inferences

Reinforce Literary
Elements

Reinforce Characters

Reinforce Story Elements

Targeted Writing

Critical Vocabulary:
reluctantly,
reserve, casual, nudged,
diary, promptly,
semidarkness, obvious,
comprehended,
officially, preliminary

Generative
Vocabulary: Latin

Decoding: Prefixes in-,
un-, di-, mis-

Spelling: Words with
Prefixes in-, un-, di-,
mis-

Fluency: Phrasing
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revise, edit, publish
(continued)

Support:

Forming an Opinion

Using Transitions

Using Text Evidence

Editing for Punctuation

Roots
scrib/script; Prefix
semi-

Vocabulary
StratReinforce Literary
Elements
egy: Homophones
and Homographs

Inside Out and Back
Again by Thanhha Lai
GENRE: Poetry

Ask and Answer Questions

Elements of Poetry

Theme

Reinforce Text and Graphic
Features

Poetry Writing: Lyric
Poem- Prewrite. draft,
revise, edit, publish
(completed)

Reinforce Ask and Answer
Questions

Reinforce Elements of
Poetry

Reinforce theme

Reinforce Text and Graphic
Features

Targeted Writing
Support:

Forming an Opinion

Using Transitions

Using Text Evidence

Editing for Punctuation

Critical Vocabulary:
sponsor,
generosity, goodwill,
grateful, exception,
sensible

Generative
Vocabulary: Latin
Roots
voc, ject

Vocabulary Strategy:
Context Clues

Decoding: Prefixes in-,
un-, di-, mis-

Spelling: Words with
Prefixes in-, un-, di-,
mis-

Fluency: Phrasing
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Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: Write a Lyric Poem; End of Unit Assessment

Unit 9: Unexpected, Unexplained
3 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:
L.VI.5.3.;RI.CR.5.1.;RL.PP.5.5;RL.MF.5.6.;RI.MF.5.6.;
W.NW.5.3.;W.WP.5.4.

Essential Questions:
● What makes something mysterious, and what drives

people to solve mysteries?
● How do we use inferences, predictions, and literary

elements to better understand unfamiliar mysteries?

Enduring Understandings:
● During a genre focus on mystery, students will be able to

make inferences, to make and confirm predictions, and to
identify literary elements and figurative language in order
to better understand unfamiliar texts.

● Students will utilize informational text to build
knowledge across genres.

● Students will utilize new vocabulary and synthesize topic
knowledge, in order to learn about different types of
intriguing mysteries and the
methods people use to try to solve them.

Academic Vocabulary:
effect, factor, falsify, suspense

Focus Standards:
Reading:
L.VI.5.3. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
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RI.CR.5.1. Quote accurately from an informational text
when explaining what the text says explicitly and make
relevant connections when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of
view influences how events are described, and how that may
influence the reader’s interpretation.

RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g.,
graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale,
myth, poem).

RI.MF.5.6. Interpret information presented visually, orally,
or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines,
animations, or interactive elements on web pages) and
explain how the information contributes to an understanding
of the text in which it appears.

Writing:
W.NW.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive
details, and clear event sequences.

W.WP.5.4. With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: N/A Summative Assessment(s): Narrative Writing, Unit Assessment
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Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

Why People Love
Mysteries
GENRE: Informational
Text

Mr. Linden's Library by
Walter Dean Myers
GENRE: Mystery

Author’s Purpose

Make and Confirm
Predictions

Characters

Literary Elements

Figurative Language

Narrative Writing:

Writing Imaginative
Story-prewriting
drafting, revising,
publishing (initiated)

Reinforce Author’s
Purpose

Reinforce Make and
Confirm Predictions

Reinforce Characters

Reinforce Literary
Elements

Reinforce Figurative
Language

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Supporting an Opinion

Using Text Evidence

Using Digital Tools to
Edit

Critical Vocabulary:
formidable,
relentlessly, musings,
sentimental, prefer,
engulfed, audible, will,
keepsake

Generative
Vocabulary: Latin
Roots
fac, fec, fy

Vocabulary Strategy:
Multiple-
Meaning Words

Decoding: Prefixes
com-, con-, pre-, pro-

Spelling: Words with
Prefixes com-, con-,
pre-, pro-

Fluency: Expression

The Loch Ness Monster
by National Geographic
GENRE: Video
(Informational)

Make and Confirm
Predictions

Media Technique

Reinforce Make and
Confirm Predictions

Reinforce Media
Technique

Critical Vocabulary:
chastised,
sightings, earnest,
desperately,
convinced,

Decoding: Suffixes -ant,
-ent, -able, -ible, -ism,
-ist

Spelling: Adding the
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Finding Bigfoot by
Martha Brockenbrough
GENRE: Informational/
Persuasive Text

Ideas and Support

Text and Graphic
Features

Narrative Writing:

Writing Imaginative
Story-prewriting
drafting, revising,
publishing (continued)

Reinforce Ideas and
Support

Reinforce Text and
Graphic Features

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Supporting an Opinion

Using Text Evidence

Using Digital Tools to
Edit

misperception, hoaxes,
elusive, theoretical,
encounters

Generative
Vocabulary: Suffixes
-y,
-ion, -ic, -ous, -less

Vocabulary Strategy:
Multiple-
Meaning Words

Suffixes -ant, -ent, -able,
-ible,
-ism, -ist

Fluency: Accuracy and
Self-Correction

Phillis's Big Test by
Catherine Clinton
GENRE: Biography

Make Inference

Literary Elements

Author’s Craft

Point of View

Narrative Writing:

Writing Imaginative
Story-prewriting
drafting, revising,
publishing (completed)

Reinforce Make
Inference

Reinforce Literary
Elements

Reinforce Author’s Craft

Reinforce Point of View

Targeted Writing
Support:

Organizing a Draft

Critical Vocabulary:
chastised,
sightings, earnest,
desperately,
convinced,
misperception, hoaxes,
elusive, theoretical,
encounters

Generative
Vocabulary: Suffixes
-y,
-ion, -ic, -ous, -less

Decoding: Greek Word
Roots

Spelling: Words with
Greek Roots

Fluency: Intonation
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Supporting an Opinion

Using Text Evidence

Using Digital Tools to
Edit

Vocabulary Strategy:
Multiple-
Meaning Words

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: Narrative writing - Fifth Grade Narrative Rubric, Unit Assessment

Unit 10: The Lives of Animals
4 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Argument

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.CI.5.2;RI.CI.5.2.;W.AW.5.1.;W.WP.5.4.

Essential Questions:
● What can we learn about ourselves by observing and

interacting with animals?
● How do we use central ideas, text structure, and media

techniques to better understand unfamiliar informational
text?

Enduring Understandings:
● During a genre focus on informational text, students will

be able to identify central ideas, text structure, and media
techniques in order to better understand unfamiliar texts
and videos.

● Students will be able to utilize narrative nonfiction and
poetry to build knowledge across genres.

● Students will utilize vocabulary and synthesize topic
knowledge, in order to learn that animals demonstrate
amazing characteristics and abilities in their everyday
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lives.

Academic Vocabulary:
antisocial, bond, relationship, tension

Focus Standards:
Reading:
RL.CI.5.2. Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g.,
stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is supported by
key details; summarize the text.

RI.CI.5.2. Determine the central idea of an informational
text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

Writing:
W.AW.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting
a point of view with reasons and information.

W.WP.5.4. With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: The One and Only Ivan (Applegate) Summative Assessment(s): Argumentative Writing, End of
Unit Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

Why We Watch Animals
GENRE: Informational
Text

Author’s Craft

Synthesize

Reinforce Author’s
Craft

Reinforce Synthesize

Critical Vocabulary:
enclosure, solitary,
anticipation, possession,
inhumane,

Decoding: Latin Word
Roots
Spelling: Words with
Latin Roots
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Willie B.: A Story of
Hope by Nancy Roe
Pimm
GENRE: Narrative
Nonfiction

Theme

Text Structure

Argument Writing:
Letter to the Editor-
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, editing, and
publishing (initiated)

Reinforce Theme

Reinforce Text
Structure

Targeted Writing
Support:

Taking Notes From
Selections

Elaborating

Using Text Evidence

Using Digital Tools to
Plan

territory, coaxing,
generation, dominated

Generative
Vocabulary: Review
Prefixes

Vocabulary Strategy:
Antonyms/
Synonyms

Fluency: Reading Rate

Dolphin Parenting by
National Geographic
GENRE: Video
(Informational)

Can We Be Friends? by
Ellen R. Braaf
GENRE: Informational
Text

Monitor and Clarify

Media Techniques

Central Idea

Text Structure

Argument Writing:
Letter to the Editor-
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, editing, and
publishing (continued)

Reinforce Monitor and
Clarify

Reinforce Media
Techniques

Reinforce Central Idea

Reinforce Text
Structure

Targeted Writing
Support:

Critical Vocabulary:
posture, master,
technique, utilize, fend,
status, cowered,
benefit, clan, restore,
reconcile, enabled

Generative
Vocabulary: Latin Root
bene

Vocabulary Strategy:

Decoding: Suffixes -ion,
-ation
Spelling: Adding the
Suffixes -ion, -ation
Fluency: Intonation
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Taking Notes From
Selections

Elaborating

Using Text Evidence

Using Digital Tools to
Plan

Antonyms and
Synonyms

Winter Bees and Other
Poems of the Cold by
Joyce Sidman
GENRE:
Poetry/Informational
Text

Visualize

Theme

Text and Graphic
Features

Author’s Craft

Argument Writing:
Letter to the Editor-
Prewriting, drafting,
revising, editing, and
publishing (completed)

Reinforce Visualize

Reinforce Theme

Reinforce Text and
Graphic Features

Reinforce Author’s
Craft

Targeted Writing
Support:

Taking Notes From
Selections

Elaborating

Using Text Evidence

Using Digital Tools to
Plan

Critical Vocabulary:
migrate, aquatic,
formation, random,
scaled, resume,
grasp, resistant

Generative
Vocabulary: Review
Greek
and Latin Roots

Vocabulary Strategy:
Multiple-
Meaning Words

Decoding: Final Stable
Syllables with /ər/
Spelling: Words with
Final /ər/
Fluency: Phrasing
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NOVEL STUDY:
The One and Only Ivan
(Applegate)

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts: The One and Only Ivan (Applegate)

Summative Assessments:
Argumentative Writing, End of Unit Assessment

Unit 11: Genre Study- Nonfiction
3 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:
L.RF.5.4.;RL.CI.5.2.;W.NW.5.3.

Essential Questions:
● What are the characteristics of informational text?
● What are the characteristics of narrative nonfiction?
● What are the characteristics of persuasive text?

Enduring Understandings:
● Students will be able to identify the characteristics of

narrative, informational, and persuasive texts.

Academic Vocabulary:
central idea, content-area words, detail, fact, graphic feature
inform. text structure, topic, chronological order, event point of
view, setting argument, claim, evidence, opinion, persuade

Focus Standards:
Reading:
L.RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension

RL.CI.5.2. Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g.,
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stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is supported by
key details; summarize the text.

Writing:
W.NW.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive
details, and clear event sequences.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Summative Assessment(s): Narrative Writing, End of Unit
Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

Wheelchair Sports:
Hang Glider to
Wheeler-Dealer by
Simon Shapiro
GENRE: Informational
Text

Hurricanes: The
Science Behind Killer
Storms by Alvin and
Virginia Silverstein and
Laura Silverstein Nunn
GENRE: Informational
Text

Quaking Earth, Racing
Waves by Rachel Young
GENRE: Informational

Narrative Writing:

Writing Realistic
Story-prewriting,
drafting, revising,
publishing (initiated)

Reinforce Informational
Text Characteristics

Reinforce Central Idea

Reinforce Text Structure

Decoding: Recognize
Base Words with
Spelling
Changes

Spelling: Words with
-ed or -ing

Fluency: Accuracy and
Self-Correction
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Text

Christo and
Jeanne-Claude:
Through the Gates and
Beyond by Jan
Greenberg and Sandra
Jordan
GENRE: Informational
Text

Finding Bigfoot:
Everything You Need to
Know by Martha
Brockenbrough
GENRE: Informational
Text

Can We Be Friends? by
Ellen R. Braaf
GENRE: Informational
Text

Winds of Hope by Katie
Duffield
GENRE: Narrative
Nonfiction

Eruption! Volcanoes
and the Science of
Saving Lives by
Elizabeth Rusch

Narrative Writing:

Writing Realistic Story-
prewriting, drafting,
revising, publishing
(continued)

Reinforce Narrative
Nonfiction Text
Characteristics

Reinforce Literary
Elements

Reinforce Theme

Decoding: Words from
Other Languages

Spelling: More Words
from Other Languages

Fluency: Expression
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GENRE: Narrative
Nonfiction

Parrots Over Puerto
Rico by Susan L. Roth
and Cindy Trumbore
GENRE: Informational
Text

Phillis’s Big Test by
Catherine Clinton
GENRE: Biography

The Mighty Mars
Rovers by Elizabeth
Rusch
GENRE: Narrative
Nonfiction

Willie B.: A Story of
Hope by Nancy Roe
Pimm
GENRE: Narrative
Nonfiction

Government Must Fund
Inventors
GENRE: Persuasive
Essay

Potatoes on Rooftops:
Farming in the City by
Hadley Dyer

Narrative Writing:

Writing Realistic
Story-prewriting
drafting, revising,
publishing (completed)

Reinforce Persuasive
Text Characteristics

Reinforce Content-Area
Words

Reinforce Ideas and
Support

Decoding: Adding
Suffixes

Spelling: Adding
Suffixes

Fluency: Reading Rate
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GENRE: Persuasive
Text Reinforce Ideas and

Support

Independent Reading: (RL.5.10, RI.5.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments:
Realistic Narrative Writing- Grade 5 Narrative Rubric; End of Unit Assessment

Unit 12: Genre Study- Fiction
3 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:
L.RF.5.4.;RL.CI.5.2.;W.NW.5.3.;W.RW.5.7.

Essential Questions:
● What are the characteristics of realistic fiction?
● What are the characteristics of play?
● What are the characteristics of mystery?

Enduring Understandings:
● Students will be able to identify the characteristics of

realistic fiction, play, and mystery.

Academic Vocabulary:
conflict, dialogue, event, resolution, setting, theme, ac,t plot,
scene, script, stage direction, character, conflict, dialogue, mood,
plot, resolution

Focus Standards:
Reading:
L.RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension

RL.CI.5.2. Determine the theme of a literary text (e.g.,
stories, plays or poetry) and explain how it is supported by
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key details; summarize the text.

Writing:
W.NW.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive
details, and clear event sequences.

W.RW.5.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research and revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Tiger Rising (DiCamillo) Summative Assessment(s): Write a narrative poem; End of Unit
Assessment

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/
Goal

Optional Activity
(Small Group)

Vocabulary/
Vocabulary Strategy

Foundational Skills

The Good Garden by
Katie Smith Milway
GENRE: Realistic
Fiction

From Scratch by Susie
Castellano
GENRE: Realistic
Fiction

Elisa’s Diary by Doris
Luisa Oronoz
GENRE: Realistic
Fiction

Narrative Writing:

Writing Narrative
Poetry- draft, revise,
publish (initiated)

Reinforce Realistic
Fiction Text

Reinforce Literary
Element

Reinforce Author’s
Craft

Reinforce Figurative
Language

Decoding: Adding
Suffixes -ent/ -ence/
-ency,
-ant/ -ance/ -ancy

Spelling: Adding
Suffixes -ent/ -ence/
-ency,
-ant/ -ance/ -ancy

Fluency: Intonation
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The Miracle of Spring
by Helen Hanna
GENRE: Play

Living Green by Doreen
Beauregard
GENRE: Play

Narrative Writing:

Writing Narrative
Poetry- draft, revise,
publish (continued)

Reinforce
Characteristics of a Play

Reinforce Characters

Reinforce Theme

Reinforce Varieties of
English

Decoding: Recognize
Base Words with
Spelling
Changes

Spelling: Suffixes
-able/-ible, -ate

Fluency: Phrasing

Mr. Linden’s Library by
Walter Dean Myers
GENRE: Mystery

The Secret Keepers by
Trenton Lee Stewart
GENRE: Mystery

Narrative Writing:

Writing Narrative
Poetry- draft, revise,
publish (completed)

Reinforce Mystery Text
Characteristics

Reinforce Author’s
Craft

Reinforce Literary
Elements

Reinforce Point of View

Decoding: Multisyllabic
Words

Spelling:
Spelling-Sound Patterns,
Spelling-Meaning
Patterns

Fluency: Accuracy and
Self-Correction

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt My Book

Suggested Texts: Tiger Rising (DiCamillo)
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Summative Assessments:
Narrative Poem Writing- Grade 5 Narrative Rubric
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Appendix

Standards in Action
Montague Township School District believes in offering an interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning because students are
able to make connections and relationships by bringing together separate content disciplines, skills and knowledge around common
themes, issues, or problems. The NJ Department of Education mandates the following be identified as areas of study beneficial to
integration into all grade levels and content areas.

Please click the hyperlink for further information on each area:

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Climate Change Education
Contributions of Disabled and LGBT Individuals
Holocaust Education
Amistad Commission
Social and Emotional Learning
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Asian American Pacific Islander
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Types of Assessments
Students will be assessed across the units and year in a variety of ways. The link below indicates resources for developing assessments and
general examples of assessments that teachers may utilize across all of the content areas.

Formative, Summative, Alternative, and Benchmark Assessments

Accommodations & Modifications for Special Education, ELL, G&T, 504
Plans and At Risk:

Modifications and Accommodations
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