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Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 4

Course Description: The Montague Township School English and Language Arts committee has developed a common English Language Arts
curriculum to be implemented at Montague Township School. This curriculum addresses all areas of Speaking & Listening, Writing, Reading
Foundational Skills, Reading Literature, Reading Informational Texts, and Language. All areas are addressed in the content outline and units of
study for each grade level. Each unit is composed of focus New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Reading and Writing to anchor the skills to
be assessed within each unit.

Format/Mapping/Sequence: The format in which the curriculum is written follows the parameters of Understanding by Design. Each course
curriculum document is written as a series of units containing established goals, enduring understandings, essential questions, and the necessary
skills and knowledge a student must attain in a school year. In addition, each document stipulates mentor/anchor texts, required tasks, and
assessments. Teachers are expected to design lessons that will meet the requirements stipulated in this document; however, they are provided
flexibility in how they choose to meet these demands. As well, the order of the units is a suggestion and a teacher may introduce the units as he/she
feels best meets the needs of the class, keeping in mind the scaffolding of skill development suggested.

Pacing: English Language Arts Grade 4 is a required course that meets every day over the course of a school year for an 80 minute Literacy
Block. There are 12 student-centered units, each designating reading, writing, and speaking/listening skills with language skills embedded in
reading and writing activities. Each of the units provides a suggested time frame of 3-4 weeks, taking into consideration the time needed to
differentiate for a variety of learners.

Resources: In each unit, [electronic, print, tactile, etc.] resources are provided. It is the intention that teachers will be able to access the curriculum
document on the district website as well as be able to add to the resources lists periodically throughout the school year. A valuable site that should
be referenced in planning: https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/

Adopted Resources:
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Into Reading, Grade 4
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Ed Digital Platform
Orton Gillingham
LinkIt!

Additional Resources:
Learning A-Z
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Pacing Guide: Units over Weeks
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New Jersey Student Learning

Standards for English Language

Arts (NJSLS)

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and
relevant
connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn
from
the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the
key
supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of
a text.
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger
portions of
the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually
and
quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of
the
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to
build
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and
proficiently
with scaffolding as needed.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually
and
quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of
the
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to
build
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knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and
proficiently
with scaffolding as needed.
RL.4.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude
to
significant characters found in literature.
RL.4.5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements
of
poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue,
stage
directions) when writing or speaking about a text.
RL.4.6. Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the
difference between first- and third-person narrations.
RL.4.7. Make connections between specific descriptions and directions in a text and a visual or oral
representation of the text.
RL.4.8. (Not applicable to literature)
RL.4.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowled
genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics.
RL.4.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade
level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.
RI.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the
text
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.4.2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the
text.
RI.4.3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including
what
happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
RI.4.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text
relevant to a
grade 4 topic or subject area.
RI.4.5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events,
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ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.
RI.4.6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the
differences in focus and the information provided.
RI.4.7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams,
time
lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to
an
understanding of the text in which it appears.
RI.4.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.
RI.4.9. Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject
knowledgeably.
RI.4.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or
above,
with scaffolding as needed.
RF.4.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
A. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology
(e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.
RF.4.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.
B. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression.
C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a
new approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and
collaborate with others.
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NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based
research
process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility
and
accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
W.4.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
A. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which
related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
B. Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources.
C. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).
D. Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented.
W.4.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
A. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
B. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence , or other information and
examples related to the topic.
C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
E. Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.
W.4.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative technique,
descriptive
details, and clear event sequences.
A. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an
event sequence that unfolds naturally.
B. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters
to situations.
C. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.
D. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to
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task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.4.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning,
revising, and editing.
W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce
and
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.
W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a
topic.
W.4.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.
W.4.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
A. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event
in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or
actions].”).
B. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons
and evidence to support particular points in a text”).
W.4.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually,
quantitatively, and orally.
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the
line of
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and
enhance understanding of presentations.
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NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command
of
formal English when indicated or appropriate.
SL.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with
diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
A. Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the topic to
explore ideas under discussion.
B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
C. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments
that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.
D. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion.
SL.4.2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats
(e.g.,visually, quantitatively, and orally).
SL.4.3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.
SL.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.
SL.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development
of main ideas or themes.
SL.4.6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations
where
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to
task and situation.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing
or speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and
spelling when writing.
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to
make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by
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using
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference
materials, as
appropriate.
NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to
comprehension or expression.
L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
A. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).
B. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses.
C. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.
D. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather
than a red small bag).
E. Form and use prepositional phrases.
F. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
G. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).
L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling
when writing.
A. Use correct capitalization.
B. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.
C. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.
D. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.
L.4.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
A. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.
B. Choose punctuation for effect.
C. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations
where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).
L.4.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 4
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

10



Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 4

A. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word
or phrases.
B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word
(e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find
the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.
L.4.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
A. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.
B. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.
C. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words
with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).
L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases,
including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered)
and
that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal
preservation).

Interdisciplinary

Connections, Career

Readiness/ Life

Literacies, and Key

Skills Practices/

Computer Science and

Design Thinking

✅ Science ✅ Social Science

Earth and Space History, Culture, and
Perspectives

Life Sciences Geography, People, and the
Environment

Physical Sciences Economics, Innovation, and
Technology

Civics, Government, and
Human Rights

✅ Technology ✅ Career Readiness, Life
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Literacies,and Key Skills

Computer Science (8.1) 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy

Design Thinking (8.2) 9.2 Career Awareness,
Exploration,
Preparation, and Training

9.4 Life Literacies and Key
Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices
● Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
● Attend to financial well-being
● Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
● Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
● Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
● Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.
● Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration, and communicate effectively.
● Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Computer Science and Design Thinking
● 8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format.
● 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system,

from the perspective of the user and the producer. 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and
use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues.

● 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time.
● 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies.

Yearly Essential Question
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Unit 1: What Makes Us Who We Are?
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.1; RL.4.2; RL.4.3; RL.4.4; RL.4.5; RL.4.6; RL.4.7; RL.4.9;
RI.4.2;
RI.4.4; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; RF.4.4c; W.4.2a; W.4.2b;
W.4.2c; W.4.2d; W.4.2e; W.4.3a; W.4.3b; W.4.3c; W.4.3d; W.4.3e;
W.4.4;
W.4.5; W.4.8; W.4.9a; W.4.10; SL.4.1a; SL.4.1b; SL.4.1c; SL.4.1d;
SL.4.2;
SL.4.3; SL.4.4; L.4.4a; L.4.4b; L.4.6

Essential Questions:
● How do your experiences help shape your identity?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic

knowledge, they will learn that our identities are
shaped through our experiences, personal interests,
and passions.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Cynic
● Defiance
● Profound
● Inadvertently
● Consumed
● Descended
● Obliged
● Mundane
● Considered
● Disdain
● Heritage
● Ancient
● Resolutions
● Doubts
● Relying
● Clumsy
● Awkward

Focus Standards:
Reading: RL.4.6., RI.4.5.
Writing:NJSLSA.W3., NJSLSA.W4., NJSLSA.W5.
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● Cautiously
● Trickle
● Marveled
● Mighty
● Distant
● Proclaimed
● Majestic
● Sumptuous
● hoard

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Yes! We are Latinos, The Year of the Rat,
Flora and Ulysses, and Kitoto the Mighty

Summative Assessment(s): Flora and Ulysses and response question

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Yes! We are Latinos
(Poetry), The Year of the
Rat (Literature), Flora and
Ulysses (Literature), and
Kitoto the Mighty
(Literature)

● Central Idea
● Ask/Answer

Questions
● Author’s Purpose
● Text/Graphic

Features
● Figurative

Language
● Monitor and

Clarify
● Elements of

Poetry
● Point of View
● Characters
● Retell
● Literary Elements
● Theme
● Author’s Craft

● Reinforce: central
idea, ask and
answer questions,
author’s purpose,
text and graphic
features,
figurative
language, monitor
and clarify,
elements of
poetry, point of
view, characters,
retell, literary
elements, theme,
author’s craft,

● Guided reading
groups

● English Learner
Support: Cause
and Effect, infer,

Vocabulary
● Identity
● Experience
● Pursuit
● Wisdom
● Cynic
● Defiance
● Profound
● Inadvertently
● Consumed
● Descended
● Obliged
● Mundane
● Considered
● Disdain
● Heritage
● Ancient
● Resolutions
● Doubts
● Relying

Decoding:
Short and long a
Spelling: Words with short
and long a
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sequence
● Choosing a topic,

using text
evidence, using
linking words,
combining
sentences

● Clumsy
● Awkward
● Cautiously
● Trickle
● Marveled
● Mighty
● Distant
● Proclaimed
● Majestic
● Sumptuous
● hoard

Vocabulary Strategy
● Context Clues

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Yes! We are Latinos, The Year of the Rat, Flora and Ulysses, and Kitoto the Mighty

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: Flora and Ulysses and response question

Unit 2: Come To Your Senses
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.3; RL.4.4; RL.4.10; RI.4.1; RI.4.2; RI.4.4; RI.4.5; RI.4.6; RI.4.7;
RI.4.9; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; RF.4.4c; W.4.2a; W.4.2b;
W.4.2c; W.4.2d; W.4.2e; W.4.4; W.4.5; W.4.9a; W.4.9b; W.4.10;
SL.4.2;
SL.4.4; SL.4.5; L.4.2d; L.4.3a; L.4.4a; L.4.4b; L.4.4c; L.4.5a; L.4.5b;
L.4.6

Essential Questions: Enduring Understandings:
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● How do people and animals use their senses to navigate the
world?

● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic
knowledge, they will learn that our senses are
powerful tools that help us experience the world in
exciting ways.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Luminous
● Transparent
● Reflect
● Illuminates
● Judge
● Relish
● Familiar
● Savor
● Enhance
● Accepted
● Obstacles
● Command
● Denying
● Adapt
● Comfort
● Absurd
● Taunt
● Forfeit
● Despised
● Ferocious
● Elaborately
● Coveted

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.4.5, RI.4.4,
Writing:

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Alvin Ho, The Science Behind Sight,
Animal Senses, Blind Ambition, The Game of Silence

Summative Assessment(s):Blind Ambition and response question.
Alvin Ho multiple choice

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills
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Alvin Ho (Literature)The
Science Behind Sight
(Informational), Animal
Senses (Informational),
Blind Ambition
(Informational), The
Game of Silence
(Literature)

● Central Idea
● Summarize
● Text/Graphic

Features
● Text Structure
● Content-Area

Words
● Ask/Answer

Questions
● Media Techniques
● Figurative

Language
● Visualize
● Plot
● Author’s Craft

● Reinforce: central
idea, summarize,
text and graphic
features, text
structure,
content-area
words, ask and
answer questions,
media techniques,
figurative
language,
visualize, plot,
author’s craft

● Guided reading
groups

● English Learner
Support: Compare
and Contrast,
cause and effect,
describe

● Using text
evidence,
organizing
writing, varying
sentence length,
sharing feedback
with peers

Vocabulary
● Perception
● Aroma
● Distinguish
● Tactile
● Luminous
● Transparent
● Reflect
● Illuminates
● Judge
● Relish
● Familiar
● Savor
● Enhance
● Accepted
● Obstacles
● Command
● Denying
● Adapt
● Comfort
● Absurd
● Taunt
● Forfeit
● Despised
● Ferocious
● Elaborately
● Coveted

Vocabulary Strategy
● Multiple-Meaning

Words
● Context Clues

Decoding: Short and long
o
Spelling: Words with short
and long o

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: The Science Behind Sight (Informational), Animal Senses (Informational), Blind Ambition (Informational), The Game of
Silence
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Suggested Texts: Alvin Ho (Literature)

Summative Assessments: Blind Ambition and response question.
Alvin Ho multiple choice

Unit 3: Rise To The Occasion
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.1; RL.4.2; RL.4.3; RL.4.5; RL.4.6; RL.4.9; RL.4.10; RI.4.1;
RI.4.4;
RI.4.6; RI.4.8; RI.4.9; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; W.4.1a;
W.4.1b;
W.4.1c; W.4.1d; W.4.3a; W.4.3b; W.4.3c; W.4.3d; W.4.3e; W.4.4;
W.4.5;
W.4.8; W.4.9a; W.4.9b; W.4.10; SL.4.1a; SL.4.1b; SL.4.1c; SL.4.1d;
SL.4.2; SL.4.3; SL.4.4; SL.4.5; SL.4.6; L.4.2d; L.4.3c; L.4.4a; L.4.4b;
L.4.4c; L.4.5a; L.4.5b; L.4.5c; L.4.6

Essential Questions:
● What does it take to meet a challenge?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic

knowledge, they will learn that with personal courage
and the support of family, friends, and community
members, people can face any challenge.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Auction
● Drifting
● Damp
● Spare
● Verses
● Chorus
● Brimming
● Surge

Focus Standards:
Reading:, RL.4.3., RL.4.6., RL.4.4.,
Writing: NJSLSA.W1., NJSLSA.W4,
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● Perished
● Debris
● Adoringly
● Capable
● Spectators
● Disbelief
● Burst
● Opportunities
● Immigration
● Refugees
● Amazing

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Rent Party Jazz, Hurricanes, My Diary
from Here to There

Summative Assessment(s): Bridge to Terabithia, Rent Party Jazz,
Hurricanes, My Diary from Here to There and response questions

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Rent Party Jazz
(Literature), Hurricanes
(Informational), My Diary
from Here to
There(Informational)

● Identify Claim
● Synthesize
● Author’s Craft
● Plot
● Theme
● Visualize
● Point of View
● Elements of

Drama
● Idioms, Adages,

and Proverbs
● Make/Confirm

Predictions
● Literary Elements

● Reinforce:
identify claim,
synthesize,
author’s craft,
plot, theme,
visualize, point of
view, elements of
drama, idioms,
adages, and
proverbs, make
and confirm
predictions,
literary elements,
point of view

● Guided reading
groups

● English Learner
Support: predict,

Vocabulary
● Confront
● Dauntless
● Endurance
● Dedication
● Auction
● Drifting
● Damp
● Spare
● Verses
● Chorus
● Brimming
● Surge
● Perished
● Debris
● Adoringly
● Capable
● Spectators

Decoding: Vowel Sounds
oo and oo
Spelling: Vowel sounds oo
and oo
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analyze, justify
● Stating an

opinion,
supporting an
opinion, using text
evidence, editing
for punctuation

● Disbelief
● Burst
● Opportunities
● Immigration
● Refugees
● Amazing

Vocabulary Strategy
● Synonyms and

Antonyms
● Multiple-Meaning

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Rent Party Jazz (Literature), Hurricanes (Informational), My Diary from Here to There(Informational)

Suggested Texts: Bridge to Terabithia (Literature)

Summative Assessments: Rent Party Jazz, Hurricanes, My Diary from Here to There and response questions

Unit 4: Heroic Feats
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.1; RL.4.2; RL.4.4; RL.4.5; RL.4.6; RL.4.7; RL.4.9; RL.4.10;
RI.4.1;
RI.4.2; RI.4.3; RI.4.4; RI.4.5; RI.4.7; RI.4.9; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a;
RF.4.4a;
RF.4.4b; W.4.2a; W.4.2b; W.4.2c; W.4.2d; W.4.2e; W.4.4; W.4.5;
W.4.6;
W.4.9b; W.4.10; SL.4.1a; SL.4.1b; SL.4.2; SL.4.4; L.4.2d; L.4.4a;
L.4.4b;
L.4.5a; L.4.5c; L.4.6

Essential Questions:
● What makes someone a hero?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic
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knowledge, they will learn that with personal courage
and confidence, people can face any challenge.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Elegant
● Foreboding
● Episode
● Scowled
● Intimidated
● Subdued
● Disheveled
● Rigid
● Feisty
● Sulked
● Timid
● Strenuous
● Devised
● Distress
● Odyssey
● Destiny
● Mortal
● Occasionally
● Secure
● Furious

Focus Standards:
Reading: RL.4.6., RL.4.2, RL.4.3., RI.4.8
Writing: NJSLSA.W3

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Prince Charming Misplaces His Bride,
Perseus and the Fall of Medusa, St. Augustine: A story of America

Summative Assessment(s): Prince Charming Misplaces His Bride,
Perseus and the Fall of Medusa , St. Augustine: A story of America
and response question.

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Prince Charming
Misplaces His Bride
(Literature), Perseus and
the Fall of Medusa

● Text/Graphic
Features

● Visualize
● Point of View

● Reinforce: Text
and graphic
features,
Visualize, Point of

Vocabulary
● Aspire
● Confidence
● Endeavor

● More vowel + /r/
sounds /ur/, /or/

● Phrasing
● Regular and
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(Literature), St.
Augustine: A story of
America (Informational)

● Theme
● Synthesize
● Text Structure
● Ask/Answer

Questions
● Elements of

Drama
● Figurative

Language
● Make Inferences
● Author’s Purpose

view, Theme,
Synthesize, Text
structure, Ask and
answer questions,
Elements of
drama, figurative
language, Making
inferences,
Author’s purpose

● Guided Reading
Groups

● English Learner
Support: Describe,
Recount
information

● Choosing a topic,
using digital tools
to plan,
elaborating with
details, using text
evidence

● Fearlessness
● Elegant
● Foreboding
● Episode
● Scowled
● Intimidated
● Subdued
● Disheveled
● Rigid
● Feisty
● Sulked
● Timid
● Strenuous
● Devised
● Distress
● Odyssey
● Destiny
● Mortal
● Occasionally
● Secure
● Furious

Vocabulary Strategy
● Homographs and

Homophones
● Synonyms and

Antonyms

irregular plurals
● Homophones
● Intonation
● Recognize base

words
● Adding -ed or -ing
● Reading rate

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Prince Charming Misplaces His Bride, Perseus and the Fall of Medusa, St. Augustine: A story of America

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: Prince Charming Misplaces His Bride, Perseus and the Fall of Medusa , St. Augustine: A story of America and
response question.
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Unit 5: Art Everywhere
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.2; RL.4.4; RL.4.5; RL.4.10; RI.4.1; RI.4.2; RI.4.3; RI.4.4;
RI.4.5;
RI.4.7; RI.4.8; RI.4.9; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; RF.4.4c;
W.4.1a;
W.4.1b; W.4.1c; W.4.1d; W.4.4; W.4.5; W.4.9b; W.4.10; SL.4.1a;
SL.4.1b;
SL.4.1c; SL.4.1d; SL.4.2; SL.4.3; SL.4.4; L.4.2b; L.4.2d; L.4.3c;
L.4.4a;
L.4.4b; L.4.5a; L.4.5b; L.4.5c; L.4.6

Essential Questions:
● How far can your talents take you?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic

knowledge, they will learn that sharing our creative
talents with the world can bring us closer together.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Dignified
● Stunned
● Polished
● Regretted
● Hilarious
● Observant
● Flattered
● Trampled
● Curator
● Foreground
● Background
● Rhythmic
● Distinctive
● Highlight
● Horizontal
● Necessary

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.4.5, RI.4.2., L.4.3
Writing: NJSLSA.W2.
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● Unsurpassed
● Stir
● Extraordinary
● Cruising
● Plunges

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: The Beatles, How Can Photos Take us
Back in TIme, The Art of Poetry

Summative Assessment(s): The Beatles, How Can Photos Take us
Back in TIme, The Art of Poetry and response questions

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

The Beatles
(Informational), How Can
Photos Take us Back in
TIme (Informational), The
Art of Poetry
(Informational)

● Ideas and Support
● Ask/Answer

Questions
● Text Structure
● Figurative

Language
● Monitor and

Clarify
● Central Idea
● Text/Graphic

Features
● Visualize
● Elements of

Poetry
● Theme

● Reinforce: Text
and Graphic
Features,
Visualize, Theme,
Synthesize. Point
of View, Text
Structure, Ask and
Answer
Questions,
Elements of
Drama, Figurative
Language,
Making
Inferences, Text
Structure, Ideas
and Support,
Author’s Purpose,
Monitor and
Clarify, Central
idea,

● Guided Reading
Groups

● English Learner
Support: Describe,

Vocabulary
● Inspiration
● Expressive
● Creativity
● Sculpture
● Dignified
● Stunned
● Polished
● Regretted
● Hilarious
● Observant
● Flattered
● Trampled
● Curator
● Foreground
● Background
● Rhythmic
● Distinctive
● Highlight
● Horizontal
● Necessary
● Unsurpassed
● Stir
● Extraordinary

● Recognize base
words; recognize
base words in
multisyllabic
words

● Adding -ed or -ing
● Reading rate
● Final long e; final

long e in
multisyllabic
words

● Final long e
● Phrasing
● Recognizing base

words
● Changing final y

to i
● Expression
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Recount
Information,
Agree and
Disagree, Classify

● Choosing a topic,
Using digital tools
to plan,
Elaborating with
details, Using text
evidence,
Supporting an
opinion, Editing
for grammar,
Using transition
words

● Cruising
● Plunges

Vocabulary Strategy
● Shades of

Meaning
● Homographs and

Homophones

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: The Beatles, How Can Photos Take us Back in TIme, The Art of Poetry

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: The Beatles, How Can Photos Take us Back in TIme, The Art of Poetry and response questions

Unit 6: Marvels of Nature
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.1; RL.4.4; RL.4.5; RL.4.9; RI.4.1; RI.4.2; RI.4.3; RI.4.4; RI.4.5;
RI.4.6; RI.4.7; RI.4.8; RI.4.9; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b;
RF.4.4c;
W.4.2a; W.4.2b; W.4.2c; W.4.2d; W.4.2e; W.4.4; W.4.5; W.4.9b;
W.4.10;
SL.4.1c; SL.4.2; SL.4.3; SL.4.4; SL.4.5; SL.4.6; L.4.2d; L.4.3c;
L.4.4a;
L.4.4b; L.4.4c; L.4.6
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Essential Questions:
● What makes Earth’s natural wonders exciting and unique?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic

knowledge, they will learn that our world is full of
unique places with amazing wonders on land, in the
ocean, and in the sky.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Trench
● Summit
● Thrive
● Prehistoric
● Vital
● Glimpse
● Submersible
● Remotely
● Autonomous
● Eternal
● Organic
● Intriguing
● Diverse
● Idle
● Core
● Fathom
● Wrath
● Collision
● Shatter
● Sentries
● Chasm
● Glistens
● Embedded
● Eroding

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.4.5,
Writing:NJSLSA.W2.

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:Mariana Trench and Exploring Wondering
Rocks, Weird and Wondrous Rocks, Nature’s Wonders, Grand
Canyon,

Summative Assessment(s): Mariana Trench and Exploring
Wondering Rocks, Weird and Wondrous Rocks, Nature’s Wonders,
Grand Canyon and response questions
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Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Mariana Trench and
Exploring Wondering
Rocks ( Informational),
Weird and Wondrous
Rocks (Informational),
Nature’s Wonders
(Informational), Grand
Canyon (Informational),

● Text/Graphic
Features

● Summarize
● Central idea
● Text Structure
● Ask/Answer

Questions
● Author’s Craft
● Elements of

Poetry
● Make Inferences
● Ideas and Support
● Simile and

Metaphor

● Reinforce: Text
and graphic
features,
Summarize,
Central idea, Text
structure, Ask and
Answer
Questions,
Author’s Craft,
Elements of
Poetry, Making
inferences, Ideas
and support,
Simile and
metaphor

● Guided Reading
Groups

● English Learner
Support: Seek
Information,
Compare and
Contrast, Analyze

● Using Descriptive
Language, Using
Text Evidence,
Varying Sentence
Lengths, Sharing
Feedback with
Peers

Vocabulary
● Scenic
● Landscape
● Canyon
● Landform
● Trench
● Summit
● Thrive
● Prehistoric
● Vital
● Glimpse
● Submersible
● Remotely
● Autonomous
● Eternal
● Organic
● Intriguing
● Diverse
● Idle
● Core
● Fathom
● Wrath
● Collision
● Shatter
● Sentries
● Chasm
● Glistens
● Embedded
● Eroding

Vocabulary Strategy
● Reference Sources
● Shades of

Meaning

● Words with /k/,
/ng/, and /kw/

● Accuracy and
self-correction

● Words with final
/j/ and /s/

● Reading rate
● Prefixes re-, un-,

dis-
● Intonation
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Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Mariana Trench and Exploring Wondering Rocks, Weird and Wondrous Rocks, Nature’s Wonders, Grand Canyon,

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments:Mariana Trench and Exploring Wondering Rocks, Weird and Wondrous Rocks, Nature’s Wonders, Grand Canyon
and response questions

Unit 7: Tricksters and Tall Tales
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.1; RL.4.2; RL.4.3; RL.4.4; RL.4.5; RL.4.7; RL.4.9; RL.4.10;
RI.4.2;
RI.4.4; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; RF.4.4c; W.4.6; W.4.9a; W.4.10;
SL.4.1a; SL.4.1b; SL.4.1c; SL.4.1d; SL.4.2; SL.4.3; SL.4.4; SL.4.5;
SL.4.6;
L.4.2d; L.4.3c; L.4.4a; L.4.4b; L.4.5a; L.4.5c; L.4.6

Essential Questions:
● What lessons can you learn from characters in traditional

tales?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic

knowledge, they will learn that traditional stories can
teach many lessons about life and the world around us.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Recal
● Vividly
● Accentuated
● Partial
● Splendor
● Resourceful
● Disposition
● Commendable
● Devastation

Focus Standards:
Reading: NJSLSA.L3, NJSLSA.L4, NJSLSA.R2, NJSLSA.R3,
NJSLSA.R5
Writing: NJSLSA.W3
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● Thrifty
● Generous
● Character
● Fascinated
● Succulent
● Clamped
● Gratitude
● Withered
● Scorching
● Reckless
● Assumed
● Prosper

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Thunder Rose, In Days of the King, A Pair
of Tricksters, Tens Suns

Summative Assessment(s): Thunder Rose, In Days of the King, A
Pair of Tricksters, Tens Suns and response question

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Thunder Rose (Literature),
In Days of the King
(LIterature), A Pair of
Tricksters (LIterature),
Tens Suns ( Literature)

● Central Idea
● Retell
● Figurative

Language
● Characters
● Adages and

Proverbs
● Make/Confirm

Predictions
● Theme
● Synthesize
● Text & Graphic

Features
● Media Techniques
● Literary Elements

● Reinforce: Central
idea, retell,
figurative
language,
characters, adages
and proverbs,
make and confirm
predictions,
theme, characters,
synthesize, text
and graphic
features, media
techniques,
literary elements

● Guided Reading
Groups

Vocabulary
● Trickster
● Shrewd
● Exaggeration
● Legendary
● Recal
● Vividly
● Accentuated
● Partial
● Splendor
● Resourceful
● Disposition
● Commendable
● Devastation
● Thrifty
● Generous

● Suffixes -ful,
-less, -ness, -ment

● Accuracy and
self-correction

● Multisyllabic
words with VCCV
syllable division
pattern

● Expression
● Reading rate
● Open or closed

syllables

29



Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade 4

● English Learner
Support: Infer,
Predict,
Synthesize

● Taking notes from
selections, using
text evidence,
using digital tools
to draft, revising
for organization

● Character
● Fascinated
● Succulent
● Clamped
● Gratitude
● Withered
● Scorching
● Reckless
● Assumed
● Prosper

Vocabulary Strategy
● Analogies
● Reference Sources

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts:Thunder Rose, In Days of the King, A Pair of Tricksters, Tens Suns

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: Thunder Rose, In Days of the King, A Pair of Tricksters, Tens Suns and response question

Unit 8: Food For Thought
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.1; RL.4.6; RL.4.7; RI.4.1; RI.4.2; RI.4.3; RI.4.4; RI.4.6; RI.4.7;
RI.4.8; RI.4.9; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; RF.4.4c; W.4.1a;
W.4.1b; W.4.1c; W.4.1d; W.4.2a; W.4.2b; W.4.2c; W.4.2d; W.4.2e;
W.4.10;
SL.4.2; L.4.3a; L.4.3c; L.4.4a; L.4.4b; L.4.5b; L.4.6

Essential Questions:
● What can we do to make more healthful food choices?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic
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knowledge, they will learn that eating healthful,
sustainable food is good for our bodies and our world.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Assess
● Disposable
● Convenient
● Transported
● Hydrated
● Impact
● Intensive
● React
● Astounded
● Luscious
● Culinary
● Offense
● Crestfallen
● Opted

Focus Standards:
Reading: NJSLSA.R5, NJSLSA.R6,
Writing: NJSLSA.W1

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Eco-friendly Food, Kids Rock Nutrition in
Kitchen, Bug Bites, Now You’re Cooking.

Summative Assessment(s): Eco-friendly Food, Kids Rock Nutrition
in Kitchen, Bug Bites, Now You’re Cooking reading response
question

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Eco-friendly Food
(Informational), Kids
Rock Nutrition in Kitchen
(informational), Bug Bites
(Informational), Now
You’re Cooking
(Informational).

● Text and Graphic
Features

● Monitor and
Clarify

● Author’s purpose
● Ideas and Support
● Ask/Answer

Questions
● Media Techniques
● Central Idea

● Reinforce: Text
and graphic
features, monitor
and clarify,
author’s purpose,
ideas and support,
ask and answer
questions, media
techniques, central
idea, make and

Vocabulary
● Digest
● Sustainable
● Nutrition
● Compost
● Assess
● Disposable
● Convenient
● Transported
● Hydrated

● VCCV and VCV
syllable division
patterns

● Open and closed
syllables

● Phrasing
● Words with the

VCCV Syllable
Division Pattern
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● Make/Confirm
Predictions

● Idioms
● Point of View

confirm
predictions,
idioms, point of
view

● Guided reading
groups

● English Learner
support: Persuade,
agree and
disagree, justify

● Writing an
opinion statement,
using text
evidence, using
persuasive
language, sharing
feedback with
peers

● Impact
● Intensive
● React
● Astounded
● Luscious
● Culinary
● Offense
● Crestfallen
● Opted

Vocabulary Strategy
● Context Clues
● Analogies

● Intonation
● Words with

VCCCV Syllable
Division Pattern

● Accuracy and
self-correction

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts: Eco-friendly Food, Kids Rock Nutrition in Kitchen, Bug Bites, Now You’re Cooking.

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: Eco-friendly Food, Kids Rock Nutrition in Kitchen, Bug Bites, Now You’re Cooking reading response question

Unit 9: Global Guardians
3 weeks

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.1; RL.4.2; RL.4.7; RL.4.9; RI.4.1; RI.4.2; RI.4.4; RI.4.5; RI.4.6;
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Reading Focus/ Writing Focus RI.4.7; RI.4.8; RI.4.9; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; W.4.1a;
W.4.1b;
W.4.1c; W.4.1d; W.4.4; W.4.5; W.4.6; W.4.9b; W.4.10; SL.4.1a;
SL.4.1b;
SL.4.1c; SL.4.2; SL.4.4; L.4.2d; L.4.4a; L.4.4b; L.4.5a; L.4.5b;
L.4.5c; L.4.6

Essential Questions:
● What can people do to care for our planet?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic

knowledge, they will learn that it is up to all of us to
work together to preserve our planet and its natural
resources.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Frequent
● Sufficient
● Oasis
● Permission
● Installing
● Abandoned
● Obsessed
● Disoriented
● Blunt
● Recruiting
● Appointed
● Stranded
● Estimate
● Decay
● Ancestors
● Swirled
● Currents
● Sneered
● Outspoken
● Canopy
● Envision

Focus Standards:
Reading:, RI.4.2, NJSLSA.L3, RI.4.5., RL.4.3
Writing: NJSLSA.W1
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Core Novel/ Mentor Text: Luz sees the Light, One Sea Turtle Patrol
and Saving the Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle, How Can we Reduce
Household Waste, Seeds of Change

Summative Assessment(s): Luz sees the Light, One Sea Turtle Patrol
and Saving the Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle, How Can we Reduce
Household Waste, Seeds of Change and reading response questions

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Luz sees the Light
(Literature), One Sea
Turtle Patrol and Saving
the Kemp’s Ridley Sea
Turtle(Literature), How
Can we Reduce
Household Waste
(Informational), Seeds of
Change (Informational)

● Ideas and Support
● Make Inferences
● Text/Graphic

Features
● Theme
● Idioms
● Retell
● Figurative

Language
● Summarize
● Ask/Answer

Questions
● Author’s Craft
● Literary Elements
● Text Structure

● Reinforce: ideas
and support,
making
inferences, text
and graphic
features, theme,
idioms, retell,
figurative
language,
summarize, ask
and answer
questions,
author’s craft,
literary elements,
text structure

● Guided reading
groups

● English Learner
Support: Solve
Problems,
persuade,
synthesize

● Supporting an
opinion, using text
evidence, using
persuasive
language, using
digital tools to
revise and edit

Vocabulary
● Ecology
● Recycle
● Conversation
● Sanctuary
● Frequent
● Sufficient
● Oasis
● Permission
● Installing
● Abandoned
● Obsessed
● Disoriented
● Blunt
● Recruiting
● Appointed
● Stranded
● Estimate
● Decay
● Ancestors
● Swirled
● Currents
● Sneered
● Outspoken
● Canopy
● Envision

Vocabulary Strategy
● Synonyms and

Antonyms

● Words with VV
Syllable Division
Pattern

● Expression
● Final Syllable

(r-controlled
vowel); Final
Schwa + /r/
sound

● Reading rate
● Final Stable

Syllables
● Final Schwa + /l/

Sounds
● Phrasing
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● Context Clues

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts:Luz sees the Light, One Sea Turtle Patrol and Saving the Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle, How Can we Reduce Household Waste,
Seeds of Change

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments:
Luz sees the Light, One Sea Turtle Patrol and Saving the Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle, How Can we Reduce Household Waste, Seeds of Change
and reading response questions

Unit 10: Communication Nation
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.1; RL.4.3; RL.4.4; RL.4.6; RL.4.10; RI.4.1; RI.4.2; RI.4.3;
RI.4.4; RI.4.5;
RI.4.6; RI.4.7; RI.4.9; RI.4.10; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; RF.4.4c;
W.4.2a;
W.4.2b; W.4.2c; W.4.2d; W.4.2e; W.4.4; W.4.5; W.4.9a; W.4.10;
SL.4.1c;
SL.4.2; SL.4.4; SL.4.5; L.4.2d; L.4.3c; L.4.4a; L.4.4b; L.4.4c; L.4.6

Essential Questions:
● What forms can communication take?

Enduring Understandings:
● As students build their vocabulary and synthesize topic

knowledge, they will learn that throughout history,
people have always found a way to communicate with
each other.

Academic Vocabulary:
● Significantly
● Enabled

Focus Standards:
Reading: RI.4.2, RI.4.5, RL.4.2, RL.4.6
Writing:NJSLSA.W2
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● Patent
● Peak
● Transmitted
● Plucked
● Proposed
● Influence
● Astonishment
● Gestures
● Linguists
● Instinct
● Practical
● Operation
● Immaculate
● Inspect
● Liveliest
● Stammered
● Expectantly
● Demonstrated

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: The History of Communication, New
Language-Invented by Kids, Dolphin Dinner, Cooper’s Lesson

Summative Assessment(s): The History of Communication, New
Language-Invented by Kids, Dolphin Dinner, Cooper’s Lesson and
reading Response

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

The History of
Communication
(Informational), New
Language-Invented by
Kids(Informational),
Dolphin Dinner
(Informational), Cooper’s
Lesson (Literature)

● Text/Graphic
Features

● Monitor and
Clarify

● Text Structure
● Central Idea
● Ask/Answer

Questions
● Media Techniques
● Make Inferences

● Reinforce: text
and graphic
features, monitor
and clarify, text
structure, central
idea, ask and
answer questions,
media techniques,
make inferences,
plot, point of

Vocabulary
● Broadcast
● Publication
● Blog
● Correspond
● Significantly
● Enabled
● Patent
● Peak
● Transmitted

● Multisyllabic
words

● Intonation
● Words with silent

consonants
● Accuracy and

self-correction
● Decoding unusual

spelling patterns
● Prefixes
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● Plot
● Point of View
● Author’s Craft

view, author’s
craft

● Guided reading
groups

● English Learner
Support: Seek
information, solve
problems,
sequence

● Taking notes from
selections, using
text evidence,
writing strong
conclusions,
elaborating with
details

● Plucked
● Proposed
● Influence
● Astonishment
● Gestures
● Linguists
● Instinct
● Practical
● Operation
● Immaculate
● Inspect
● Liveliest
● Stammered
● Expectantly
● Demonstrated

Vocabulary Strategy
● Reference Sources
● Synonyms and

Antonyms

● Reading rate

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts:The History of Communication, New Language-Invented by Kids, Dolphin Dinner, Cooper’s Lesson

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments: The History of Communication, New Language-Invented by Kids, Dolphin Dinner, Cooper’s Lesson and reading
Response
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Unit 11: Genre Study: Nonfiction
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b; RF.4.4c; SL.4.2

Essential Questions:
● What are the characteristics of informational text?
● What are the characteristics of biography?
● What are the characteristics of argumentative text?

Enduring Understandings:
●

Academic Vocabulary:
N/A

Focus Standards:
Reading:RI.4.2, RI.4.5, RI.4.8
Writing: Poem

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: The Science Behind Sight, The Beatles
Were Fab, Eco-Friendly Food

Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

The Science Behind Sight
(I), The Beatles Were Fab
(I), Eco-Friendly Food (I)

● Informational
Text

● Central Idea
● Text/Graphic

Features
● Text Structure
● Review Genre

Characteristics
● Biography
● Ideas/Support
● Author’s Craft
● Argumentative

Text
● Author’s Purpose

● Reinforce:
informational text,
central idea, text
and graphic
features, text
structure,
biography, ideas
and support,
author’s craft,
argumentative
text, author’s
purpose

● Guided reading
groups

Vocabulary
● N/A

Vocabulary Strategy
● N/A

● Homophones:
using context to
determine
meaning

● Unusual spellings
● Accuracy and

self-correction
● Recognize base

words
● Review: adding

inflectional
endings

● Phrasing
● Multisyllabic

words with affixes
● Review: adding
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prefixes and
suffixes

● Reading rate

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts:The Science Behind Sight, The Beatles Were Fab, Eco-Friendly Food

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments:

Unit 12: Genre Study: Fiction
3 weeks
Reading Focus/ Writing Focus

NJSLS in Unit:
RL.4.5; RL.4.6; RF.4.3a; RF.4.4a; RF.4.4b

Essential Questions:
● What are the characteristics of realistic fiction?
● What are the characteristics of traditional tales?
● What are the characteristics of historical fiction?

Enduring Understandings:
●

Academic Vocabulary:
N/A

Focus Standards:
Reading: RL.4.2, RL.4.3, RL.4.6, NJSLSA.L3
Writing:NJSLSA.W1

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:The Year of the Rat, In the Days of King
Adobe, Rent Party, Jazz

Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small Vocabulary/ Vocabulary Foundational Skills
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Informational) Group) Strategy

The Year of the Rat (L), In
the Days of King Adobe
(L), Rent Party Jazz (L)

● Realistic Fiction
● Characters
● Point of View
● Plot
● Review Genre

Characteristics
● Traditional Tales
● Literary Elements
● Theme
● Figurative

Language
● Historical Fiction
● Author’s Craft

● Reinforce:
realistic fiction,
characters, point
of view, plot,
traditional tales,
literary elements,
theme, figurative
language,
historical fiction,
author’s craft

● Guided reading
groups

Vocabulary
● N/A

Vocabulary Strategy
● N/A

● Review syllable
division patterns

● Expression
● Compound words;

multisyllabic
compound words

● Compound words
● Intonation
● Multisyllabic

words
● Review affixes

and roots, syllable
division patterns,
and syllable types

● phrasing

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10)

Required Texts:The Year of the Rat, In the Days of King Adobe, Rent Party, Jazz

Suggested Texts:

Summative Assessments:
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Appendix

Standards in Action
Montague Township School District believes in offering an interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning because students are
able to make connections and relationships by bringing together separate content disciplines, skills and knowledge around common
themes, issues, or problems. The NJ Department of Education mandates the following be identified as areas of study beneficial to
integration into all grade levels and content areas.

Please click the hyperlink for further information on each area:

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Climate Change Education
Contributions of Disabled and LGBT Individuals
Holocaust Education
Amistad Commission
Social and Emotional Learning
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Asian American Pacific Islander
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/109e9C9ZjNf2QujDUQVpjS0Dr-XaEjhn2qMphKx8mURs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n0-Mjp7zca3JEnCwxPNugOiBt3YRAXk72ZsXm4LTxBo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wvGKlIhXdFJY7qmB3sJaZylLuMINFWFMtZ4kvEi1c-k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EbCPUktY1O47435WRMZLYKVmmK20-bukIE8yizUvkE0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EA3G9r5PHKeYwTFnCZ4rvmwoDSDBqVl00qhUouSmqUY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-GTaBWznZGyU4BH9xsEM_ZzjJRzQ1tLB59zuTXYNKSI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cCxlx3rJCBq0ii9A2dibSd-vcNxXzhN9BfeLhzFgaZ4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaZ-sC1t8-d5JDxo2MoK6NfXdiFm9Gq1dgaRA-_xTMQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rXURBgVfE84T2DLWgT2s6eudyMH3CeTvxeqcrpfRElU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NwL8a_6164xA2hhn4ZLNQVQX6dGXmNpBRrNSpa9WQr8/edit?usp=sharing
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Types of Assessments
Students will be assessed across the units and year in a variety of ways. The link below indicates resources for developing assessments and
general examples of assessments that teachers may utilize across all of the content areas.

Formative, Summative, Alternative, and Benchmark Assessments

Accommodations & Modifications for Special Education, ELL, G&T, 504
Plans and At Risk:

Modifications and Accommodations
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WlgObdeSqGzYk6rwJayDuIoacQyGm1yIs2gQ_mbrTr4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EI47Rj_Gl0LYYD9T9xenW2cATyYJtd5ktknRn5DQX-Q/edit?usp=sharing

