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Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade K

Course Description: The Montague Township School English and Language Arts committee has developed a common English Language Arts
curriculum to be implemented at Montague Township School. This curriculum addresses all areas of Speaking & Listening, Writing, Reading
Foundational Skills, Reading Literature, Reading Informational Texts, and Language. All areas are addressed in the content outline and units of
study for each grade level. Each unit is composed of focus New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Reading and Writing to anchor the skills to
be assessed within each unit.

Format/Mapping/Sequence: The format in which the curriculum is written follows the parameters of Understanding by Design. Each course
curriculum document is written as a series of units containing established goals, enduring understandings, essential questions, and the necessary
skills and knowledge a student must attain in a school year. In addition, each document stipulates mentor/anchor texts, required tasks, and
assessments. Teachers are expected to design lessons that will meet the requirements stipulated in this document; however, they are provided
flexibility in how they choose to meet these demands. As well, the order of the units is a suggestion and a teacher may introduce the units as he/she
feels best meets the needs of the class, keeping in mind the scaffolding of skill development suggested.

Pacing: English Language Arts Grade Kindergarten is a required course that meets every day over the course of a school year for an 80 minute
Literacy Block. There are 10 student-centered units, each designating reading, writing, and speaking/listening skills with language skills embedded
in reading and writing activities. Each of the units provides a suggested time frame that falls between 4-6 weeks, taking into consideration the time
needed to differentiate for a variety of learners.

Resources: In each unit, [electronic, print, tactile, etc.] resources are provided. It is the intention that teachers will be able to access the curriculum
document on the district website as well as be able to add to the resources lists periodically throughout the school year. A valuable site that should
be referenced in planning: https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/

Adopted Resources:
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Into Reading, Grade K
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Ed Digital Platform
Orton Gillingham
LinkIt!

Additional Resources:
Lalilo
ESGI
Learning A-Z
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Pacing Guide: Units over Weeks
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New Jersey Student Learning

Standards for English Language

Arts (NJSLS)

Comprehension and Collaboration: NJSLSA.SL1
SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3
NJSLSA.SL2
NJSLSA.SL3
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: NJSLSA.SL4
NJSLSA.SL5
NJSLSA.SL6
SL.K.4, SL.K.5, SL.K.6
Conventions of Standard English:
L.K.1 A-F, L.K.2 A-D
Knowledge of Language: L.K.3
Vocabulary and Acquisition and Use:
L.K.4 A-B, L.K.5 A-D, L.K.6

Interdisciplinary

Connections, Career

Readiness/ Life

Literacies, and Key

Skills Practices/

Computer Science and

Design Thinking

✅ Science ✅ Social Science

Earth and Space History, Culture, and
Perspectives

Life Sciences Geography, People, and the
Environment

Physical Sciences Economics, Innovation, and
Technology

Civics, Government, and
Human Rights

✅ Technology ✅ Career Readiness, Life
Literacies,and Key Skills

Computer Science (8.1) 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy

Design Thinking (8.2) 9.2 Career Awareness,
Exploration,
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Montague Township School English Language Arts CurriculumGrade K

Preparation, and Training

9.4 Life Literacies and Key
Skills

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices
● Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
● Attend to financial well-being
● Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
● Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
● Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
● Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.
● Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration, and communicate effectively.
● Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Computer Science and Design Thinking
● 8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format.
● 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system,

from the perspective of the user and the producer. 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and
use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues.

● 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time.
● 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies.

Yearly Essential Question

Module 1: Curious About Kindergarten
4 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit:
SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● What will I discover in kindergarten?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep

topic knowledge about learning, sharing ideas, solving
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problems, and celebrating differences

Academic Vocabulary: plan, polite, share, idea, offer, stuck, clue,
mistake, puzzled, city, country, map

Focus Standards:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: See text listed below Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Read Aloud Books:
Quiche Ann Can! By
Daniel Kirk
Genre Fiction
A Squiffly Story by
Andrew Larsen
Genre Fiction
Kindergarten Kids by
Stephanie Calmenson
Genre Poetry
Schools Around the World
by Clare Lewis
Genre Informational Text
Big Books:
School Day! By Jesus
Cervantes
Genre Fiction
One Happy Classroom by
Chernan Simon

Oral Language: Topic
Words
Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion
Social
Communication:Instructio
ns; Greetings
Determine word meaning:
Meaning clues
Following Directions

Start Right Readers
Tabletop Minilessons:
Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers
Leveled Readers
Language Graphic
Organizers

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary
Review Topic words
Comprehension: Identify
Story Elements, Match
pictures to text, Identify
story elements, plot:
beginning, middle, end,
genre characteristics:
poetry, monitor
comprehension, discuss
rhythm and rhyme, use
picture clues
Genre Characteristics:
informational texts,
identify topic and central
idea
Print Concepts: Book
Orientation, Book parts

Phonological Awareness:
● Identify words in

sentences
● Identify rhymes
● Identify syllables
● Segmenting,

Blending
syllables;
segmenting,
blending, isolating
phonemes,
changing, deleting
phonemes

● Group words by
initial sounds

Alphabet Knowledge:
● Introduce and sing

the alphabet song,
name discovery,
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Genre Fiction
School Bus by Donald
Crews
Genre Fiction
Annie, Beam and Chi Chi
Dolores by Donna Maurer
Genre Alphabet Book

Response to text: Make
Connections
Word meaning: Meaning
Clues

identify and form
letters Aa-Ff

● Identify and form
letters Gg-Pp

● Identify and form
letters Qq-Zz

● Review and
Identify Letters

High Frequency Words:
Non decodable: the, a, see,
I

● Predecodable text:
Start Right
Reader: Aa-Bb,
Cc-Ff, Gg-Kk,
Ll-Pp, Mm, Ss

Independent Reading: (RL.K.10, RI.K.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See texts listed above

Suggested Texts:Leveled Readers

Summative Assessments: Teacher observation, module assessments

Module 2: There’s Only One Me!
4 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● What makes each of us special?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep
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topic knowledge about celebrating differences and
individuality

Academic Vocabulary: participate, pronounce, research, bother,
change, same, reflection, shell, stripe, enormous, height, wish

Focus Standards: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: See text listed below Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Read aloud books:
I am Rene, the Boy (Soy
Rene, el nino) by Rene
Colato Lainez
Genre Fiction
I Like Myself! By Karen
Beaumont
Genre Fiction
Snail & Worm Again by
Tina Kugler
Genre Fiction
Tiny Rabbit’s Big Wish by
Margarita Engle
Genre Fable
Big Books: Being
Different Rocks! By
Judith Bauer Stamper
Genre Persuasive Text

Oral Language: Topic
Words
Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion
Social
Communication:Asking
For Help; Expressing
Needs and Wants
Explore Word
Relationships:Synonyms
and Antonyms
Following Directions

Start Right Readers
Tabletop Minilessons:
Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers
Big Book
Leveled Readers
Video
Language Graphic
Organizers

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary
Review Topic words
Comprehension: Identify
Story Elements, monitor
comprehension, plot:
problem and solution,
Genre Characteristics:
persuasive texts, fables
Identify opinion and
reasons, discuss author
and illustrator roles,
identify topic and theme,
identify topic and central
idea
Print Concepts:
Directionality, concept of
a word, one to one

Phonological Awareness:
● Identify syllables
● Identify rhymes
● Produce Ryhmes
● Identify final

sounds
● Segment syllables
● Blending,

segmenting,
adding syllables;
blending,
isolating,
segmenting,
adding, changing
phonemes

● Blend syllables
into multisyllabic
words
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ABC I Like Me! By
Nancy Carlson
Genre Alphabet Book
Pete the Cat: Too Cool for
School by Kimberly and
James Dean
Genre Fiction
My Friends by Taro Gomi
Genre Fiction

correspondence
Response to text: Make
Connections
Word relationships:
Synonyms and Antonyms

● Identify medial
sounds

● Blend phonemes
into words

● Segment syllables
Alphabet Knowledge:

● Review letters
Phonics:

● Consonants t /t/
and b /b/

● Short a
● Consonants n /n/

and d /d/
● C /k/ and p /p/

Spelling: Build and Spell
Words with Short a, n and
d
High Frequency Words:

● By, my, to, am, at,
go, man, no, is

Predecodable Text: Start
Right Reader:

● Tt
● Bb
● Sam
● At Bat
● Tad
● Go, Tad
● See the Cat Nap
● Mac the Cat

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See texts listed above

Suggested Texts: Leveled Readers
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Summative Assessments: Teacher Observation; module assessments

Module 3: My Community Heroes
4 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Informative/ Expository

NJSLS in Unit: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● What makes a community?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep

topic knowledge about what it means to be part of a
community

Academic Vocabulary: earn, safe, together, busy, help, neighborhood,
hope, wonderful, worried, brave, expect, ordinary

Focus Standards: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: See text listed below Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Read Alouds Books:
Places in my Community
by Bobbie Kalman
Genre: Informational Text
Quinto’s Neighborhood by
Ina Cumpiano

Oral Language: Topic
Words
Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion:
Listen Actively; Respond

Start Right Readers
Tabletop Minilessons:
Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary
Review Topic words
Comprehension: Identify
Story Elements, monitor
comprehension, make and

Phonological Awareness:
● Identify rhymes
● Blend phonemes

into words
● Produce rhymes
● Segmenting,
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Genre Informational Text
A Bucket of Blessings by
Kabir Sehgal and
Surishtha Sehgal
Genre fable
A Piece of Home by Jeri
Watts
Genre Fiction
Big Books: Map My
Neighborhood by Jennifer
Boothroyd
ABC: The Alphabet from
the Sky by Benedikt Gross
and Joey Lee
Genre Alphabet Book
Bo and Peter by Betsy
Franco
Genre Fable
Welcome by Linda Kulp
Trout
My Neighborhood and
Homes by Besty Franco
Genre Poetry

in complete sentences
Explore Word
Relationships:Classify and
Categorize

Display and Engage
Leveled Readers
Language Graphic
Organizers

check predictions, use
picture text and clues,
describe characters,
identify topic and central
idea and key details, give
a summary, identify
theme, discuss rhyme and
rhythm, retell a story
Genre characteristics:
Informational texts, fables

Print Concepts: Concept
of a sentence, concept of a
word, one to one
correspondence
Response to text: Make
Connections
Word relationships:
classify and categorize

Blending,
Deleting
Syllables;
Segmenting,
adding, changing,
isolating, deleting
phonemes

● Identify initial
sounds

● Isolate initial
sounds

● Identify medial
vowel sounds

● Identify final
sounds

● Isolate final
sounds

● Blend onset and
rime into words

● Segment words
into onset and
rime

Phonics:
● Consonants r /r/

and f /f/
● Short i
● Inflection -s /s/

and -s /z/
● Inflection -s

(verbs)
Spelling: Build and Spell
Words with short i, r /r/
and f /f/, with inflection -s
High Frequency Words:

● Did, in, me, with
ran, he, she, an, it,
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has
Predecodable Text: Start
Right Reader:

● Sid
● Sid Bit It!
● Tab Ran!
● Can It Fit?
● Cans in Bins
● The Cap
● Nat and Mac
● Fit It!

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See Texts listed above

Suggested Texts: Leveled Readers

Summative Assessments: Teacher Observation; module assessments

Module 4: Happy Healthy Me
5 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Informational Research

NJSLS in Unit: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● How can I be my healthiest me?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep

topic knowledge about staying healthy, exercising, eating
right, and getting enough rest.

Academic Vocabulary: active, stretch, weight, muscles, relaxing, take
care, half, serving, variety, peaceful, rest, relax

Focus Standards: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
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Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: See text listed below Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Read Aloud Books: Being
Fit by Valerie Bodden (IT)
Get Up and Go! By Nancy
Carlson (IT)
Jack and the Hungry Giant
by Loreen Leedy (FT)
Getting Rest by Sian
Smith (IT)
Big Book:
Germs Are Not for
Sharing by Elizabeth
Verdick (IT)
Stretch by Doreen Cronin
and Scott Menchin (F)
Edible Colors by Jennifer
Vogel Bass (IT)
Bed by Anonymous
(Poetry)

Oral Language: Topic
Words
Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion:
Listen Actively; Respond
in complete sentences
Explore Word Shades of
Meaning
Social Communication:
Asking for Help

Start Right Readers
Tabletop Minilessons:
Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers
Read Aloud
Big Book
Reader’s Theater
Display and Engage
Language Graphic
Organizers

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary
Review Topic words
Comprehension: Identify
Story Elements, Discuss
author’s craft, give a
summary, identify topic,
central idea, and key
details, ask and answer
questions, use text
features, retell a story,
plot: beginning, middle,
end, ask and answer
questions, discuss rhyme
and rhythm

Print Concepts:
directionality
Response to text: Make
Connections
Word relationships: shades
of meaning

Phonological Awareness:
● Identify and

produce
alliterative words

● Blend phonemes
into words

● Produce rhymes
● Segmenting,

Blending,
Deleting
Syllables;
Segmenting,
adding, changing,
isolating, deleting
phonemes

● Identify initial
sounds

● Isolate initial
sounds

● Identify medial
vowel sounds

● Identify final
sounds

● Isolate final
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sounds
● Blend onset and

rime into words
● Segment words

into onset and
rime

Phonics:
● Short o
● g /g/ and k /k/

Spelling: Build and Spell
Words with g /g/ and /k/,
short o, l /l/ and h /h/, w
/w/ and j /j/
High Frequency Words:

● Big, got, on, good,
his, very, here, of,
lot, not, are, was,
be, do, ten

Fluency: Read with
Expression, Phrasing
Accuracy and
Self-Correction, Reading
Rate

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See texts listed above

Suggested Texts: Leveled Readers

Summative Assessments: Teacher Observation; module assessments
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Module 5: I Can Do It!
4 weeks
Reading Literature/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● What does it mean to try hard?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep

topic knowledge about trying hard, working together,
perseverance, and setting goals.

Academic Vocabulary: important, scared, surprise, lovely, several,
spy, allow, energized, inspire, disability, hero, respectful

Focus Standards: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: See text listed below Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Jabari Jumps by Gaia
Cornwall (F)
All By Myself by Mercer
Mayer (F)
TheLittle Red Hen (Makes
a Pizza) by Philemon
Sturges (FT)
The Little Red Hen On
Stage by Karen Knapstein
(Play)
Let’s Make Music! By

Oral Language: Topic
Words
Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion:
Speak Audibly
Social Communication:
Greetings and
Introductions
Determine Word
Meaning:Multiple-Meanin

Start Right Readers
Tabletop Minilessons:
Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers
Read Aloud
Big Book
Reader’s Theater
Video
Language Graphic

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary
Review Topic words
Comprehension: Identify
Story Elements, use
picture and text clues,
identify character feelings,
make inferences, folktales,
plays, retell a story, plot:
problem and solution,
identify central ideas and

Phonological Awareness:
● Blend phonemes

into words
● Produce rhymes
● Segmenting,

Blending,
Deleting
Syllables;
Segmenting,
adding, changing,
isolating, deleting
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Owen Holmes (IT)
Emmanuel’s Dream by
Laurie Ann Thompson
(Bio)
Everyone Can Learn to
Ride a Bicycle by Chris
Raschka (F)

g Words Organizers key details, discuss rhyme
and rhythm, make and
check predictions, identify
people, places, and events,
identify topic and theme,
biography

Print Concepts:
directionality, return
sweep, reading a play
Response to text: Make
Connections
Word relationships:
multiple meaning words

phonemes
● Identify initial

sounds
● Isolate initial

sounds
● Identify medial

vowel sounds
● Identify final

sounds
● Isolate medial

vowel sounds
● Segment words

into onset and
rime

Phonics:
● Short u, e
● v /v/ and y /y/
● Q /kw/ and x /ks/

Spelling: Build and Spell
Words with Short u, e

● v /v/ and y /y/
● Q /kw/ and x /ks/

High Frequency Words:
● Help, too, yes,

they, six, have,
some, we, him, us,
for, her, but, up,
look, want

Fluency: intonation,
Accuracy and
Self-Correction, phrasing,
read with expression

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See texts listed above
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Suggested Texts:Leveled Readers

Summative Assessments: Teacher Observation; module assessments

Module 6: Home of the Free and the
Brave
4 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Argument

NJSLS in Unit: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● What makes the USA special?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep

topic knowledge about United States history and tradition.

Academic Vocabulary: America, plain, sea, anthem, cheer, team,
believe, law, refuse, American, crowd, customer

Focus Standards: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text: See text listed below Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

America the Beautiful by
Katherine Lee Bates

Oral Language: Topic
Words

Start Right Readers
Tabletop Minilessons:

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary

Phonological Awareness:
● Blend phonemes
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(poetry/song)
In Our Country by Susan
Canizares and Daniel
Moreton (IT)
Take Me Out to the Yakyu
by Aaron Meshon (F)
Take Me Out to the Ball
Game by Jack Norworth
(song)
Martin Luther King, Jr. by
Marion Dane Bauer
Presidents’ Day by Judith
Bauer Stamper (IT)
APple Pie 4th of July by
Janet S.Wong (F)
Happy Birthday to the
U.S.! by Francie
Alexander (IT)

Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion:
Initiate Conversations
Determine Word
Meaning:Meaning Clues

Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers
Read Aloud
Big Book
Reader’s Theater
Display and Engage
Language Graphic
Organizers

Review Topic words
Comprehension: Genre
characteristics: poetry and
songs, visualize, describe
connections, identify
central idea, make and
check predictions, identify
story elements, discuss
author’s purpose, discuss
rhyme and rhythm,
compare and contrast
adventures, biography,
identify people, places,
and events, use text
features, discuss author’s
craft/ purpose, use text
features

Print Concepts: concept of
a sentence, concept of a
word
Response to text: Make
Connections
Word relationships:
meaning clues

into words
● Produce rhymes
● Segmenting,

Blending,
Deleting
Syllables;
Segmenting,
adding, changing,
isolating, deleting
phonemes

● Identify initial
sounds

● Isolate initial
sounds

● Identify medial
vowel sounds

● Identify final
sounds

● Isolate medial
vowel sounds

● Segment words
into onset and
rime

Phonics:
● Z /z/
● St, sp, sl, sn
● Initial cl, fl, and

final st, nd
● Review: short

vowel,
consonants, and
consonant blends

Spelling: Build and Spell
Words with z, initial and
final blends, consonant
blends, short vowels,
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consonants, and consonant
blends
High Frequency Words:

● cut , must, said,
when, red, as,
that, our, get, hot,
or, where, if, stop,
come, from

Fluency: Expression,
phrasing, reading rate

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See Texts listed above

Suggested Texts:Leveled Readers

Summative Assessments: Teacher observation; module assessments

Module 7: Zoom In!
4 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Narrative

NJSLS in Unit: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● What can I learn when I look closely?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep

topic knowledge about what it means to look closely and
observe the world around them.

Academic Vocabulary: familiar, free witness, close, flow, visit, Focus Standards: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
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curious, observe, study, care, decide, real NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:See Text listed below Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Read aloud books:
Me… Jane by Patrick
McDonnell (b)
Hey, Little Ant by Phillip
and Hannah Hoose (PT)
Plants Feed Me by Lizzy
Rockwell (IT)
Up in the Garden and
Down in the Dirt by Kate
Messner (IT)
Big Book:
Jane Goodall and the
Chimpanzees by Betsy
Chessen and Pamela
Chanko (IT)
Ants by Lisa J. Amstutz
(PT)
Planting Seeds by Kathryn
Clay (IT)
Earthworms by Lisa J.
Amstutz (IT)

Oral Language: Topic
Words
Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion:
Add Details
Explore Word
Relationships: Shades of
Meaning

Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers
Read Aloud
Big Book
Display and Engage
Language Graphic
Organizers

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary
Review Topic words
Comprehension: ask and
answer questions, identify
story elements, retell a
story, describe setting,
describe connections,
visualize, identify topic
and central idea, discuss
author’s purpose,
biography, identify people,
places, and events, make
inferences, compare and
contrast texts, persuasive
texts, evaluate details,
identify opinions and
reasons, identify central
idea, make connections
Print Concepts: End
punctuation
Response to text: Make

Phonological Awareness:
● Blend phonemes

into words
● Produce rhymes
● Segmenting,

Blending,
Deleting
Syllables;
Segmenting,
adding, changing,
isolating, deleting
phonemes

● Identify initial
sounds

● Isolate initial
sounds

● Identify medial
vowel sounds

● Identify final
sounds

● Isolate medial
vowel sounds
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Connections
Word relationships:
meaning clues

● Segment words
into onset and
rime

Phonics:
● Double final

consonants -ss,
-ff, -ll, -zz, and
final -ck

● Diagraphs: initial
sh /sh/ and ch /ch/

● Diagraphs: initial
th /TH/ and wh
/w/

● Review of above
Spelling: Build and Spell
Words with Double final
consonants -ss, -ff, -ll, -zz,
and final -ck

● Diagraphs: initial
sh /sh/ and ch /ch/

● Diagraphs: initial
th /TH/ and wh
/w/

● Review of above
High Frequency Words:

● Tell, well, your,
who, then, this,
could, now, back,
let, were, what,
off, will, down, so

Fluency: Expression,
phrasing, reading rate

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See Text listed above
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Suggested Texts:Leveled Readers

Summative Assessments: Teacher observation, module assessments

Module 8: From Plant to Plate
4 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Argument

NJSLS in Unit: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● How do plants become food?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep

topic knowledge about how food grows from seed, to plant, to
plate.

Academic Vocabulary: bloom, root, seed, burrow, soil, vine,crop,
factory, ingredient, peel, row, serve

Focus Standards: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:See Text listed below Summative Assessment(s):

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills
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Plants Feed Me by Lizzie
Rockwell (IT)
Planting Seeds by Kathryn
Clay (IT)
Up in the Garden and
Down in the Dirt by Kate
Messner (IT)
Earthworms by Lisa J.
Amstutz (IT)
PB & J Hooray! By Janet
Nolan (IT)
Growing Vegetable Soup
bt Lois Ehlert (F)
Rainbow Stew by Cathryn
Falwell (F)
How Does Your Salad
Grow? By Francie
Alexander (IT)

Oral Language: Topic
Words
Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion:
Multiple Exchanges
Determine Word Meaning:
Multiple-Meaning Words

Start Right Readers
Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers
Read Aloud
Leveled Readers
Language Graphic
Organizers

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary
Review Topic words
Comprehension: make and
check predictions, identify
central idea, use text
features, identify steps in a
sequence, synthesize
information, compare and
contrast information,
make connections, set a
purpose, evaluate details,
identify story elements,
identify order of events,
visualize, discuss author’s
purpose/ craft
Print Concepts: one to one
correspondence
Response to text: Make
Connections
Word relationships:
multiple meaning words

Phonological Awareness:
● Blend phonemes

into words
● Segmenting,

Blending,
Deleting
Syllables;
Segmenting,
adding, changing,
isolating, deleting
phonemes

● Identify medial
vowel sounds

● Identify final
sounds

● Isolate medial
vowel sounds

● Segment words
into onset and
rime

Phonics:
● Long e
● Consonants soft c

/s/ and g /j/
● Long a and i
● Long o and long u

Spelling: Build and Spell
Words with Long e

● Consonants soft c
/s/ and g /j/

● Long a and i
● Long o and long u

High Frequency Words:
● Home, like, many,

right, same, take,
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know, out, keep,
made, why,
would, make,
time, all, into

Fluency: accuracy and self
correction, reading rate
intonation, expression

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See Text listed above

Suggested Texts:Leveled Readers

Summative Assessments: Teacher Observation; module assessments

Module 9: Animal Habitats
4 weeks
Reading Informational/ Writing Informational Research

NJSLS in Unit: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Essential Questions:
● What makes a habitat a home?

Enduring Understandings:
● As children read, view, and interact with texts they build deep

topic knowledge about animals and their habitats.

Academic Vocabulary: living, weather, young, forest, steep,
underground, burrow, prey, search, encounter, journey, sturdy

Focus Standards: SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Reading:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2
Writing:SL.K.1; SL.K.2; SL.K.3; SL.K.4; SL.K.5; SL.K.6
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NJSLSA.L1; NJSLSA.L2; NJSLSA.L3; NJSLSA.L4; NJSLSA.L5
L.K.1; L.K.2

Core Novel/ Mentor Text:See Text listed below

Text (Literature or
Informational)

Required Activity/ Goal Optional Activity (Small
Group)

Vocabulary/ Vocabulary
Strategy

Foundational Skills

Read aloud books:
Why Living Things Need
Homes by Daniel Nunn
(IT)
Welcome Home, Bear by
II Sung Na (F)
A Day and Night in the
Desert by Caroline Arnold
(IT)
Red Knit Cap Girl to the
Rescue by Naoko Stoop
(F)
Big books: What Am I?
Where Am I? By Ted
Lewin (IT)
Black Bears by JoAnn
Early Macken (IT)
In the Tall, Tall Grass by
Denise Fleming (F)
Polar Animals by Wade
Cooper (IT)

Oral Language: Topic
Words
Active Listening and
Viewing
Collaborative Discussion:
Stay on Topic
Explore Word
Relationships: Classify
and Categorize

Start Right Readers
Reading; English
Language Development
Reading Graphic
Organizers
Read Aloud
Leveled Readers
Language Graphic
Organizers

Oral Language: Academic
Vocabulary
Review Topic words
Comprehension: set a
purpose, identify story
elements, synthesize ideas,
identify central idea, make
connections, retell a story,
plot: problem and
solution, identify central
idea, use text features,
discuss author’s purpose/
craft, make and check
predictions, evaluate
details
Print Concepts: books
parts and orientation
(review), directionality,
concept of a word/
sentence
Response to text: Make
Connections
Word relationships:
classify and categorize

Phonological Awareness:
● Add syllables
● Delete syllables
● Add phonemes
● Delete phonemes
● Segmenting,

Blending,
Deleting
Syllables;
Segmenting,
adding, changing,
isolating, deleting
phonemes

● Substitute
Phonemes

Phonics:
● Review

Consonants and
short vowels

● Review
consonants blends
and short vowels

● Review digraphs
and short vowels

● Review
consonants and
long vowels

Spelling: Build and Spell
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Words with Review
Consonants and short
vowels

● Review
consonants blends
and short vowels

● Review digraphs
and short vowels

● Review
consonants and
long vowels

High Frequency Words:
● Ate, them, again,

how, just, pick,
because, play,
came, gave, about,
one, review

Fluency: accuracy and self
correction, reading rate
intonation, expression

Independent Reading: (RL.X.10, RI.X.10) Start Right Readers; Leveled Readers

Required Texts: See text listed above

Suggested Texts:Leveled Readers

Summative Assessments: Teacher observation; module assessment
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Appendix

Standards in Action
Montague Township School District believes in offering an interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning because students are
able to make connections and relationships by bringing together separate content disciplines, skills and knowledge around common
themes, issues, or problems. The NJ Department of Education mandates the following be identified as areas of study beneficial to
integration into all grade levels and content areas.

Please click the hyperlink for further information on each area:

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Climate Change Education
Contributions of Disabled and LGBT Individuals
Holocaust Education
Amistad Commission
Social and Emotional Learning
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Asian American Pacific Islander

27

https://docs.google.com/document/d/109e9C9ZjNf2QujDUQVpjS0Dr-XaEjhn2qMphKx8mURs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n0-Mjp7zca3JEnCwxPNugOiBt3YRAXk72ZsXm4LTxBo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wvGKlIhXdFJY7qmB3sJaZylLuMINFWFMtZ4kvEi1c-k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EbCPUktY1O47435WRMZLYKVmmK20-bukIE8yizUvkE0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EA3G9r5PHKeYwTFnCZ4rvmwoDSDBqVl00qhUouSmqUY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-GTaBWznZGyU4BH9xsEM_ZzjJRzQ1tLB59zuTXYNKSI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cCxlx3rJCBq0ii9A2dibSd-vcNxXzhN9BfeLhzFgaZ4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaZ-sC1t8-d5JDxo2MoK6NfXdiFm9Gq1dgaRA-_xTMQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rXURBgVfE84T2DLWgT2s6eudyMH3CeTvxeqcrpfRElU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NwL8a_6164xA2hhn4ZLNQVQX6dGXmNpBRrNSpa9WQr8/edit?usp=sharing
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Types of Assessments
Students will be assessed across the units and year in a variety of ways. The link below indicates resources for developing assessments and
general examples of assessments that teachers may utilize across all of the content areas.

Formative, Summative, Alternative, and Benchmark Assessments

Accommodations & Modifications for Special Education, ELL, G&T, 504
Plans and At Risk:

Modifications and Accommodations
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WlgObdeSqGzYk6rwJayDuIoacQyGm1yIs2gQ_mbrTr4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EI47Rj_Gl0LYYD9T9xenW2cATyYJtd5ktknRn5DQX-Q/edit?usp=sharing

